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MESSAGE BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL
ON THE 70™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE END OF WORLD WAR Il IN HOPE FOR PEACE

With this year marking the 70th anniversary of the end of the Asia-Pacific War, | would like to extend
my deepest sympathy to all across the world who perished during the war. The sorrow of those who lost their
loved ones in the war can never be alleviated, and thus, deep agony from the war will continue to be felt by
generations to come.

Approximately 2,500 years ago, Sakyamuni Buddha expounded, “Putting yourself in others’ place, do
not kill and do not make them kill others.” However, being the innately ego-centered beings that we are, we
have a tendency to feel affectionate to those who are convenient to us, while feeling hatred to those who are
not. Even though we know in theory that every life is equally precious, we cannot accept others as they are
and cannot help but fight with one another. Many lives are lost in any war. There is no act that is more foolish
and reckless than humans killing one another.

Peace and renunciation of war is the path that human beings must take.

Monshu Emeritus Ohtani Koshin presented a message following the Service for Promoting the Core
Program and Pursuing a Society of Fellow Nembutsu Practicers conducted at the Hongwaniji in Kyoto, on March
20, 1997. In his message Monshu Emeritus stated, “Today, protection of the dignity of life, or preservation of
fundamental human rights, is not an issue only within Japanese society but should be a concern shared by all
humankind. Besides, it is the path to follow to actualize world peace.” Now is the time for us to be aware that
“dignity of life” is a keyword to bring peace and harmony to the world.

His successor, Monshu Ohtani Kojun, during the Memorial Service Wishing for Peace conducted at the
Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park on July 3, 2015 also stated, “Although seventy years may have elapsed
following the experiences of brutal warfare at an unprecedented global scale, have we really been alleviated
from the deep sorrow and pain? As a result, has our aspiration for world peace and awareness really been
deepened?”

Currently in Japan, debates are taking place concerning the peace and security of our nation, not only
within the national Parliament, but nationwide in general. It is my hope that adequate discussion will result in
detailed explanation that will satisfy everyone. As a Buddhist organization, we have been trying to figure out
in what way we can contribute to eternal world peace while facing up to the regrettable, historical fact that
our religious institute once supported the war campaign promoted by the then militarized regime. As a result
of this effort, an interim report, “Summary of the Discussion on Peace” will be publicized shortly. Through the
report, if we could deepen our understanding of the issue with various parties and individuals both within and
outside of the Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha organization, it would be more than wonderful.

On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the conclusion of World War I, let us be guided by the
Buddha’s wisdom and strive for realizing a society in which all life is respected and everyone is able to live a
life of spiritual fulfillment.

August 10, 2015

Iwagami Chiko
Governor General

Jodo Shinshu Hongwaniji-ha



JINJI (MINISTERIAL ASSIGNMENTS)

Rev. Tatsuo Muneto, currently serving as the Rimban (Chief Minister) of Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin, will
retire from the active ministry of HHMH as of December 15, 2015.

Rev. Toyokazu Hagio, currently serving as the Fuku-Rimban (Assistant Chief Minister) of Honpa Hongwaniji
Hawaii Betsuin, will be assigned as the Rimban of Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin as of December 16, 2015.

Rev. Joshin Kamuro, a new minister of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, will arrive in Hawaii on October 1,
2015. He will receive orientation from October 1, 2015 to December 15, 2015 under the supervision of the
Executive Assistant to the Bishop and will be assigned to Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin as its Associate
Minister as of December 16, 2015.

Ministers of Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin are asked to continue to oversee Puna, Naalehu, and Pahala
Hongwanji Mission during the absence of the Resident Minister.

BSC SPECIAL PRESENTATION

WHY SMART MEN DO THE SAME DUMB THINGS
It’s Not A Guy Thing — It’s A Bushido Thing
BSC, Saturday, October 3, 9:00am to 12:00noon

Dr. Rosalie K. Tatsuguchi, Ph.D. is a practicing psychologist with over 30 years of experience. She is the daughter
of Rev. Goki Tatsuguchi of the Shinshu Kyokai Buddhist Temple. She has incorporated basic Buddhist concepts
in her practice in what | describe as her own “DR.T.” way. She is now working with me developing methods for
improving interpersonal relationships from a Shinshu perspective. The October 2 presentation is about her
new book that discusses the influence of a warrior mentality on male personalities, even if they did not grow
up in a Japanese environment. She approaches her presentation by examining the warrior legacy of Miyamoto
Musashi and how it can be balanced by the critical thinking and empirical methods of Shakaymuni Buddha
resulting in a more well-rounded healthier approach to life.

(Rev. Kevin Kuniyuki — BSC Director)

2015-2016 SOCIAL CONCERNS FUND DRIVE

We celebrate gratitude in the month of November. The Thanksgiving holiday and the Eitaikyo observance are
reminders of the countless blessings in our lives and how we live deeply connected to the world around us. It
is in this spirit of gratitude that we begin our Annual Social Concerns Fund Drive.

Through the generous contributions of Sangha members, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii is able to
support worthy organizations and programs with funding to continue their work in our community. Your
support also allows us to provide compassionate action during times of disaster and the ability to respond to
social issues affecting our community.

Because of your commitment to promoting the Buddhist values of compassion and loving-kindness, we are
able to lend our support to such organizations as Project Dana, The Interfaith Alliance Hawaii, Samaritan
Counseling Center Hawaii, Family Promise of Hawaii and the various food banks on each island. We were also
able to raise over $38,000 to help support relief efforts in the aftermath of the devastating earthquake in Nepal
last April.

Because of your kokua over the years, we have also been able to help with recovery efforts after natural
disasters and assist members of our Sangha affected by misfortune and other emergency situations. We have



also been able to establish the Golden Chain Grant program that promotes compassionate action through
community service. Your generosity directly helps those in need and promotes a more humane world.

Your continued support is greatly appreciated. Please make all checks payable to (your temple.) The
suggested donation is the cost of just one meal per person. Any donation you are able to give will make a
difference in the lives of others. Your help is needed to continue our mission of sharing the Dharma through
compassionate action. Mahalo!

Committee on Social Concerns
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii



