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The White House Hosts Its Fourth Vesak Ceremony

Bishop Umitani joins Buddhist leaders from around the world at annual celebration

Courtesy of the White House
Honpa Hongwaniji Mission of Hawaii's Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, left, Bishop Marvin Harada of
the Buddhist Churches of America, Mrs. Wangmo Dixey, President of the International Buddhist
Association of America and Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara of the Jodo Shinshu International Office

celebrated Vesak ceremonies at the White House on May 23, 2024.

BY REV. TOSHIYUKI UMITANI
BISHOP, HONPA HONGWANUJI
MISSION OF HAWAII

ASHINGTON, D.C.
— On Thursday,
May 23, 2024, Sec-

ond Gentleman Douglas Em-
hoff hosted a Vesak celebra-
tion at the Navy Department
Library and Reception Room
on the White House campus.
The celebration of Vesak
might not be familiar among
Jodo Shinshu Buddhists. Ves-
ak commemorates Shakya-
muni Buddha’s birth, enlight-
enment and passing away
(Parinirvana), and is observed
by various Buddhists across
the world.

This annual tradition of
celebrating Vesak at the White
House started under the Biden
administration in 2021
through the instrumental
leadership of Ms. Wangmo
Dixey, President of the Inter-
national Buddhist Association

of America (IBAA). Bishop
Marvin Harada of the Bud-
dhist Churches of America,
who also serves on the IBAA
Board of Directors, kindly ex-
tended the invitation to the
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii to participate in this
special event. It was a great
honor for me to travel to
Washington, D.C. to represent
the HHMH and be a part of
this historic event at the White
House.

Among the attendees were
many venerable masters,
teachers and lay devotees
from across America who
represented the Theravada,
Mahayana and Vajrayana tra-
ditions. Several representa-
tives from the State Depart-
ment including ambassadors
and embassy staff from across
the globe also attended.

In his statement on Vesak,
President Joe Biden wrote,

SEE PAGE 8

BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
HONPA HONGWANJI HAWAII BETSUIN

ahu Sherman Thompson, a men-

[<: tor, minister, advocate for inter-

faith understanding who spoke

and listened to all with his mind and heart,

whose irrepressible sense of humor, influ-

ence and generosity was beloved through-

out Hawai‘i, passed away in Kauai on June
4, 2024.

He was 67.

Born in Honolulu on Oct. 1, 1956 and
raised in Lahaina in a Buddhist household,
he was the son of Sherman Namauu
Thompson and Kiyoko (Grace) Shibao
who predeceased him.

His father was a Maui Police officer

KAHU SHERMAN THOMPSON, 1956-2024

Hawai‘li Loses a Beloved Son

The sudden passing of a much-admired
religious leader, educator and friend affects
many Buddhist and Christians statewide

and deputy director of the Department of
Liquor Control for Maui County.

His mother was Vice President and the
branch manager of American Savings and
Loan in Lahaina, who was active with La-
haina Hongwanji’'s Maui United Fujinkai,
the Lahaina Business and Professional
Women’s Club and a bon dance instructor.

With both parents in demanding ca-
reers, young Sherman’s grandparents,
Yasuto and Sugi Shibao, both lifelong
members of Lahaina Hongwanji, played a
big part in his formative years along with
his two brothers and two sisters. They
were members of Lahaina Hongwanji:
His grandfather served on the Kyodan

SEE PAGE 6

A lifelong member of Lahaina Hongwanji, Kahu Sherman Thompson

embraced inter-faith cooperation.

MAUI WILDFIRE RELIEF AND RECOVERY

A Heartfelt Thank You to Our Donors

Contributions worldwide reaches nearly $1M

Editor’s Note: The Maui Wildfire Disaster
Relief Fund was established in response to the
wildfire disaster that devastated parts of La-
haina on Aug. 8, 2023.

Thank you very much for your generous
contribution towards the Lahaina Hong-
wanji temple, their Sangha members and the
people in the Lahaina community.

We would like to express our deep grati-
tude by acknowledging the individuals and
organizations that made contributions to this
fund.

The total amount received as of July 31,
2024 is nearing $1,000,000.

Please note that this list includes dona-
tions made via cash, check and PayPal but
does not include the names of those who do-
nated through GoFundMe and Honzan’s
fundraising in Japan.

Due to space limitations, we are unable to
include individuals who made contributions

anonymously and those who donated less
than $100.

We apologize in advance if we inadver-
tently missed anyone. Please visit the Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii website for
updates on our relief and recovery efforts.

In Gassho,

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani

Bishop, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Ha-
waii

Donors

$161,000

Buddhist Churches of America

$35,000

Larry & Vickie Yamaoka

$32,000

Los Angeles Hompa Hongwanji Buddhist Temple
$25,600

Buddhist Church of Sacramento

SEE PAGE 4

Photo by Jamm Aquino / Courtesy of the Honolulu Star-Advertiser

Rev. Gensho Hara of Lahaina Jodo Mission, Rev. Ai Hironaka of Lahaina
Hongwaniji Mission, center, and Rev. Takayuki Meguro of Lahaina Shingon
Mission gathered at Kelawea Mauka Makai Pond last year on Sept. 9, 2023.
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‘From the Mud, the Lotus Flower Blooms’

BY REV. TOSHIYUKI UMITANI
BISHOP, HONPA HONGWANUJI
MISSION OF HAWAII

sono lived in Mikawa
(present-day  Aichi
Prefecture) from 1777

to 1853. She got married at a
young age and had two chil-
dren, but unfortunately,
both passed away early.

This led her to seriously
engage with the teachings of
the Nembutsu. She eagerly
took part in her monthly vis-
its to Ryusenji Temple, her

home temple, deepening her
spirituality.

One day, Osono visited
the neighboring temple, Fu-
genji, to listen to the Dharma
Message of Rev. Zenkei
Nishiwaki. During the con-
versation, Rev. Nishiwaki
asked Osono, “I have been to
the area where you live and it
didn’t seem that Buddhism
was thriving, but when I saw
people like you, Buddhism
seems to be thriving in your
area these days.”

Then Osono replied, “I
am not sure about others,
but in my case, yes, it’s been
thriving, thriving a lot.”

Rev. Nishiwaki asked,
“What does the prosperity of
one person look like?”

Osono said, “Well, from
morning to night, all the
time, all kinds of thoughts
arise in my mind, such as ‘I
have this,” ‘I don’t have that,’
‘T have enough,’ ‘T don’t have
enough,’ T like this,” ‘I don’t
like that’ . . . the three poi-

BISHOP'S CORNER

sons and five sensual desires
are thriving!”

Rev. Nishiwaki replied,
“Is that not the prosperity of
the Buddha-Dharma, but the
prosperity of your bonno
(blind passions)?”

Osono smiled, placed her
hand on her chest, and said,
“Indeed. That is all I have.”

As Osono mentioned, we
burn the fire of blind pas-
sions all the time, conscious-
ly or wunconsciously. The
term “bonno,” or blind pas-
sion, comes from the San-
skrit klesha, but the literal
meaning of this Japanese

rendition, bonno, is “that
which agitates mind and
body.”

Buddhism teaches us that
this agitation of mind and
body is the source of turmoil
in our lives.

Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
is not about getting rid of a
disturbing state of agitation,

purifying our hearts and
minds, and becoming a spe-
cial person. It is about listen-
ing and entrusting to the
universal voice of wisdom
and compassion, the main
target of which is those who
are consumed by anger, hate
and self-centeredness.

Shinran Shonin taught us
that this universal voice of
wisdom and compassion, as
“Namo Amida Butsu” pur-
sues us, continues to call us
and nurtures us so that we
can bloom a beautiful flower
of awakening out of the mud
of our own blind passions.

In his major work, “Kyo-
gyoshinsho,” Shinran Shonin
quoted the following passage
from the Vimalakirti Sutra:

“The lotus does not grow in
the solid ground of lofty pla-
teaus, but in the muddy ponds
of the lowland marshes.”

This is an analogy mean-
ing that we live in the mud of
blind passions, but awak-
ened and guided by Amida

Buddha, we are able to put
forth the blossoms of the
Buddha’s perfect enlighten-
ment in our daily lives.
Through our blind passions,
we come to awaken to and
appreciate the working of
great compassion.

In other words, what we
experience in our daily lives,
our feelings of agitation,
frustration and insecurity, is
actually a “practice hall” for
us to ascertain the truth of
the Dharma.

While Osono felt shame
and self-reproach for her
“thriving” blind passions,
she also experienced that the
compassionate embrace of
Amida Buddha was simulta-
neously “thriving” within her
heart and mind, giving her a
sense of joy, gratitude and
comfort.

In the very midst of these
agitations, the awakening to
a new and bright life, the
blossoming of lotus flowers,
occurs.

Joyfully Sharing Nembutsu Moments,

BY REV. ERIC MATSUMOTO
AIEA HONGWANJI MISSION

Editor’s Note: Rev. Eric Mat-
sumoto shared remarks he deliv-
ered as part of a brief Dharma
Talk at the annual State Minis-
ter’s Association Seminar in
June.

loha Kakou! I fervently
Ahope that your days are
filled with moments of
the Nembutsu flowing from
your heart and lips. To my
ears (and hopefully yours,
too) there is no moment more
beautiful than hearing the
Nembutsu being sincerely re-
cited.
It’s hard for us to imagine
how much time, energy and

effort Shinran Shonin put into
compiling all his writings and
especially his major work,
“The True Teaching, Practice
and Realization of the Pure
Land Way” in an age without
electricity, Internet and com-
puters.

We may wonder, why did
he do it? In his own words,
quoting another Jodo Shinshu
Master, “I have collected true
words to aid others in their
practice for attaining birth (in
the Pure Land of Enlighten-
ment), in order that the pro-
cess be made continuous,
without end and without in-
terruption. . .”

It was to help you and I
understand or become joy-
ously aware and grateful of
Amida Buddha’s limitless and
boundless Wisdom and Com-
passion! He was aware of just
how deep and profound the
Buddha’s compassion is and
he was gratefully rejoicing in
what was shared with him and
praising what he had received.
The four key composites in
our opening reflection are:
awareness, rejoicing, prais-
ing, and, though implied,
gratitude.

Inthe preface to his “Hymn
of True Shinjin and the Nem-
butsu” or the Shoshinge, he
says, “. . . wishing to realize
the Buddha’s benevolence and

MINISTER'S MESSAGE

to respond in gratitude to the
Buddha’s virtue. . . and . . .
taking refuge in the true words
. . . I realize the depth and
vastness of the Buddha’s be-
nevolence and compose the
following hymn.”

To me, Shinran Shonin is
responding in gratitude to
Amida Buddha’s compassion
which he finds illuminating,
nurturing and embracing
him. Together with reciting
the Nembutsu, all his writings
and compilations are his way
of expressing his gratitude
and appreciation and the wish
that we all attain Enlighten-
ment together.

Shinran Shonin’s writings
can be likened to a fully
opened fan. It is comprehen-
sive, immense and broad. It
can be said that Rennyo Sho-
nin, to make it easier to under-
stand, had us focus on the
Shoshinge and said that the
Nembutsu is the Nembutsu of
Gratitude. He compressed
Shinran Shonin’s teachings
into a folded fan to simplify it
which worked well for over
500 years.

In our times, today, it is
optimal for us to slightly ex-
pand that essence so that peo-
ple everywhere can once

Gratefully Cultivating Awareness

again know why we appreciate
Namo Amida Butsu so much.
We must all, lay people and
ministers, together share our
awareness and joy, too. It is
not enough to just say “I am
grateful” or “Be grateful.” Oth-
ers need to be aware of why
we are so grateful, happy and
how the Nembutsu Dharma
makes a difference.

The true Person of Nem-
butsu will manifest the won-
drous workings of Amida
Buddha very naturally, but for
most people, they will begin
their encounter and begin to
recognize and eventually ap-
preciate the workings of Ami-
da Buddha by hearing and lis-
tening (about others). So,
sharing our Dharma-enriched
life is essential!

Most of us will not write
and compile voluminous writ-
ings like Shinran Shonin did,
but I believe we can still all
share. We can all, as we say in
Hawaii, “Talk story” with our
family members, friends and
those who seem to want to
hear more about Buddhism.
The buzz is crucial.

In this year of our Triple
Celebration and every year,
let us share our awareness, joy
and gratitude of Namo Amida
Butsu by living a life of Nem-
butsu guided and nurtured by
the Dharma so others can

come to know it too. Let’s you
and I share Nembutsu Mo-
ments by “talking story” about
our experience.

As a Nembutsu Follower,
“Sharing Nembutsu Moments”
is an integral part of our spiri-
tual life. In gratitude to Amida
Buddha and Shinran Shonin,
it is our joyfully sharing Nem-
butsu Moments and gratefully
cultivating awareness, as did
Shinran Shonin, that will lead
to the prosperity of Jodo Shin-
shu.

Finally, as our esteemed
Bishop Yemyo Imamura said,
“To think of all those forget-
ting themselves for the Hong-
wanji to make today possible,
I feel gratitude and am moved
deeply even now,” and “The
entire karma of events
throughout . . . is due to noth-
ing but the manifestations of
the compassion of the Bud-
dha.”

From beginning to end,
there is nothing but Namo
Amida Butsu from “The-
Buddha’s-Name-That-Calls-
Me-To-Entrust” to  “The-
Buddha’s-Name-Which-I-Call-
In-Gratitude.” Let us joyfully
and gratefully “Cultivate
Awareness” of All-Inclusive
Wisdom and All-Embracing
Compassion.

Mahalo nui
Amida Butsu.

and Namo

Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson Returns to Bloom-Futaba Lecture Series

His new book, ‘Living Nembutsu’ raises timely questions from an unusual perspective

BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
HONPA HONGWANJI HAWAII
BETSUIN

two-part presentation
on a more active ap-
proach to Shinran

Shonin’s more engaged Bud-
dhism will be the subject of
the next Bloom-Futaba Me-
morial lecture, now in its 25th
year, sponsored by Honpa
Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin.

Entitled “Applying Shin-
ran’s Radically Engaged Bud-
dhism in Life and Society,” it
is scheduled Oct. 11 at 6 p.m.
in the Betsuin Annex both in-
person and online.

Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson, a
professor Religious and East
Asian Studies at Renison Uni-
versity College at the Univer-

sity of Waterloo in Ontario
Canada, will speak on “Radi-
cal Shinran” at 6:10 p.m.,
then following discussion
and questions, address “Radi-
cal Sanghas” at 7:20 p.m.

His latest book, “Living
Nembutsu: Applying Shin-
ran’s Radically Engaged Bud-
dhism in Life and Society,”
has received attention since it
was published in May of 2023,
largely in two areas:

First, because Shinran
Shonin overturned religious
practices during his lifetime
in medieval Japan by inspir-
ing individuals and move-
ments for social change, Rev.
Dr. Wilson suggests that to-
day’s Shin Buddhists must
rather than should take ac-

tion  confronting societal
problems in our communi-
ties.

And second, while Shin-
ran’s teachings and life are a
guide to turning our commu-
nities into places of solidarity
and acceptance, it's not
enough to simply cultivate
genuine inclusivity but rath-
er, members must take inclu-
sivity further by actively
practicing it throughout soci-
ety.

“If our community isn’t
inclusive,” writes Rev. Dr.
Wilson, “then we can’t learn
from all the beautiful forms
that bodhisattvas take, and
our community is diminished
and incomplete.”

Rev. Dr. Wilson will also

be taking part in the last of
three Dialogue Project lec-
tures, discussing “Living
Nembutsu” on Sept. 11 at 6
p-m. and on Zoom.

His final Dialogue lecture
will pose the question, “What
must Pure Land Buddhism,
especially the Jodo Shinshu
school, do to contribute to the
reduction of suffering in the
world, especially as caused or
heightened by social ills such
as discrimination, poverty,
war and climate change?”

Rev. Dr. Wilson earned his
tokudo ordination at Nishi
Hongwanji in 2012. Over the
years, his research has fo-
cused on the mindfulness

SEE PAGE 8

Rev. Dr. Jeff Wilson will
discuss what the role of
today's socially conscious
Shin Buddhist should be on
Oct. 11 in the Betsuin Annex
as part of the Bloom-Futaba
lecture series.
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An Update on Gratitude, Grandchildren and Golf

BY DR. WARREN TAMAMOTO
PRESIDENT, HONPA HONGWANUJI
MISSION OF HAWAII

loha everyone! I hope that you
Aare well, physically and spiri-

tually. This issue of Ka Leo
Kahea should get to you before our
Triple Celebration. This issue will in-
clude some important information
about Triple Celebration. I look for-
ward to seeing you and talking story
at Ala Moana Hotel.

You might recall that I retired
from Kaiser Permanente four years
ago, just about when I was elected to
this office. I am so grateful for a won-
derful 40-year career as a pulmonolo-
gist at Kaiser Permanente Hawaii and
the U.S. Army Medical Corps.

I have been busy in retirement,
babysitting two grandchildren, ages 4
and 1. Not at the same time, fortu-
nately. First, I babysat my grand-
daughter two to three days a week.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

She was born just after the onset of
the Covid-19 pandemic so we mostly
stayed at home and entertained our-
selves.

Then, my grandson was born soon
after our granddaughter started at
Aiea Hongwanji Preschool. Babysit-
ting an infant/toddler leaves very little
time for anything else (except when
baby is napping). Good thing that it is
for two or three days a week and not
more.

My other duties keep me pretty
busy on my “days off.” There are du-
ties that come with the Office of Presi-
dent of the HHMH — writing articles
such as this, committee meetings,
board meetings and various public
events.

I also keep busy by making time
for golf or pickleball to exercise three
to four times per week, weather per-
mitting. Add to this light housekeep-
ing chores and yardwork, and my
week is full. We, Claire and I, have
not traveled as much as I thought we
might when I first retired, but we
have been able to travel more than
once to Japan and the mainland U.S.

I am grateful every day for all that
has happened in my life.

The problem is golf. Or is it me? I
have been playing golf for more than
30 years, usually with a couple of
friends who I know from our college
years at the University of Hawaii. Yes,

many years ago.

It is good exercise - lots of walking
and occasionally swinging the club.
Sometimes wandering about looking
for a ball.

Lots of mental exercise too - think-
ing about distance, direction, slope
and the wind. Choosing the right club.
Finishing your backswing. Tempo.
Ball first. Aim small, miss small.

“You swing your best when you
have the fewest things to think about.”

- Bobby Jones

I sometimes just think too much
and too often 1 let the results dictate
how I feel about myself and my golf
game. This is a character “fault”
which has been with me since child-
hood. Golf is a great reminder for me
about the intersection of Buddha's
Teaching and my daily life.

Many years ago, Rev. Ai Hironaka
tried to help me by reminding me of
the phrase, “No mind.” You might re-
member this from the movie “The
Last Samurai.” I try to remember Rev.
Hironaka’s words, but time and time
again, I am still bonbu.

“Golf is a game that is played on a
five-inch course — the distance between
the ears.”

—Bobby Jones

I enjoy playing golf (most of the
time). I'm frustrated by it (many
times).

I want to play better. Buddha says
that the root cause of suffering is our

own ego and selfish desire (or want-
ing things). Although I know that this
is true, my ego won't let go. I want to
have a lower score.

I remind myself, “Enjoy the mo-
ment.” But it doesn’t last. Even worse,
sometimes when I am playing well or
when I hit a great shot, I don‘t enjoy
the experience fully, knowing that the
next shot might not be as good. Isn’t
that such a great example of my bonbu
nature?

“Do not dwell in the past, do not
dream of the future, concentrate the
mind on the present moment.”

— Buddha

In this way golf is like life, isn’t it?

We remember what Buddha tells
us about the cause of suffering and
the path to happiness.

Our ministers frequently remind
us that Buddha‘s Teachings don‘t ap-
ply only while we are in the temple.
We must do our best to live the Bud-
dha’s Teaching every day. Yet we all
often “fail” in some way.

However, we know that Buddha
loves us and accepts us, just as we are.

Take care. Be happy. See you on
the journey.

“Happiness will never come to those
who fail to appreciate what they already
have.”

— Buddha

In Gassho,

Namo Amida Butsu

10 'Fireside Chat' Courses
Aim to Deliver a Better
Understanding of Buddhism

20 laypersons and ordained ministers will share their

views on topics found in the book, ‘Jewels’

BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
HONPA HONGWANJI HAWAII
BETSUIN

series of 10 online
courses designed to
provide the basics of

Buddhism for youth and adults
will start Sept. 7, 2024 and
continue on the first Saturdays
of every month through June
7, 2025.

“Introduction to Basic Bud-
dhism for the West and Be-
yond: Fireside Chat Session
with 20 Laypersons and Teach-
ers” will feature ordained and
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lay guest speakers from Ha-
waii, both U.S. East and West
coasts, Japan, Canada and
Germany.

For those who will miss
Saturday’s first session to at-
tend Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion’s Triple Celebration, video
recordings of all “Fireside
Chats” will be available for lat-
er viewing.

The series was organized
byRev. Dr. Kenneth K. Tanaka,
author, former Institute of
Buddhist Studies professor
and former resident minister
of Southern Alameda County
Buddhist Church, who will use
his book “Jewels: An Introduc-
tion to American Buddhism
for Youth” as its textbook.

A PDF form of the book is
available to be downloaded
without charge on the Bukkyo
Dendo Kyokai website.

Registration “fees” are by
suggested donations of be-
tween $50 and $100 but in lieu
of donations, students and
those on fixed or limited in-
comes may make a donation to
a temple, church, nonprofit or
charity of their choice.

Neither Rev. Dr. Tanaka
nor the six-member steering
committee of volunteers re-

For the
Record

Windward Hongwanji —
Two names in the June 1 issue
of News From the Sanghas
were incorrect: Next to Tak
Ueda are Annette Tashiro and
Aksel Rodriguez-Reyes.

‘The Joy of Nembutsu’
Panel — An incorrect date for
Edythe Vassall's retirement
date was stated in the June 1
issue. She retired in 2019.

ceive compensation for their
work on the program.

Classes will feature four
segments, attendance is op-
tional and participants may
choose to join one or all 10
sessions.

Before the 2 p.m. (HST)
starting time, an optional
15-minute meditation will be-
gin at 1:45 p.m.

The format for each ses-
sion is for Rev. Dr. Tanaka to
first summarize the main
points of the day’s topic for the
first 30 minutes, followed by
the lay guest speaker for the
next 30 minutes, followed by a
10-minute  Question/Answer
period. The format repeats for
the ordained speaker who will
address the day’s topic for 30
minutes followed by a 10-min-
ute Q&A.

An optional, informal “chat
room” discussion will follow
from 3:35 to 4:05 p.m. in a re-
laxed setting with guest speak-
ers and Dr. Tanaka in atten-
dance.

Sessions will also be avail-
able to participants in Japan

Courtesy of Musashino University

Rev. Dr. Kenneth K. Tanaka will moderate a 10-part series of
monthly classes examining Buddhist teachings, history and its

application in daily life.

the next day.

The schedule and topics
are:

Sept. 7 — “Three Kinds of
Jewels,” lay speaker Teresa
Shimogawa of Anaheim, Cali-
fornia; guest speaker Rev.
Henry Adams of San Mateo

Oct. 5 — “Buddhism in the
U.S. and Canada,” lay speakers
Margaret and Alan Tanaka of
Alberta, Canada; guest speak-
ers Rev. Ron Kobata of Port-
land, Ore. and Rev. Phap Can
of the San Francisco Bay Area

Nov. 2 — “Life of the Bud-
dha,” lay speaker Tatsuaki
Kono of Tokyo, Japan; guest
speaker Rev. Matt Hamasaki
of Sacramento, California

Dec. 7 — “How Buddhism
Spread Through Asia” and
“Brief History of Buddhism in
the U.S. and Canada,” lay
speaker Elmer Morishita of
Vancouver, B.C.; guest speak-

Photo Courtesy of Don Farber

In 2007, His Holiness the Dalai Lama received the U.S.
Congressional Gold Medal in a ceremony attended by then-
First Lady Laura Bush, left, Speaker of the House Emerita
Nancy Pelosi, the late former Sen. Robert C. Byrd and former
President George W. Bush on Capitol Hill.

er Rev. Rev. Todd Tsuchiya,
Chicago, Illinois

Jan. 4 “Four Noble
Truths: The Big Framework,”
lay speaker Kaethe Kauffman
of Honolulu; guest speaker
Rev. Hoshina Seki of New York

Feb. 1 — “Karma and the
Rightful Noble Path: How to
Act,” lay speaker Steve Teru-
saki of Albany, California;
guest speaker Ven. Bhante
Seelawimala of Sacramento,
California

March 1 — “Four Marks of
Life: How to See Life to Reduce
Suffering,” lay speaker Dexter
Mar of Honolulu, guest speak-
er Rev. Barbara Murphy of
Portland, Ore.

April 5 — “Popular Passag-
es, Metaphors and Stories,” lay
guest speaker Jennifer Kane of
Oahu; guest speaker Rev. Dean
Koyama of Palo Alto, Califor-
nia.

May 3 — “Issues and Prob-
lems in Daily Life,” lay guest
speaker Denise Cork of British
Columbia, Canada; guest
speaker Rev. Blayne Higa,
Kona

June 7 — “Questions on
Buddhism, Humor as Teach-
ing, Epilogue and Appendi-
ces,” lay speaker Johannes
Wiegmann, Bochum, Germa-
ny; guest speaker Rev. Diana
Thompson of Denver, Colora-
do

To register for the course,
applications are at https://
forms.gle/YFApc-
Tqs2wS88sPwS

Questions may be directed
to shinbuddhismcourse@
gmail.com
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$20,000+

Gardena Buddhist Church
Jikoen Hongwanji Mission
Moiliili Hongwanji Mission
Nakano & Yamaoka
Families

$18,000+
Ronald K. Kobata

$12,000
Jean S. Heselden

$11,000+

Enmanji Buddhist Temple
Orange County Buddhist
Church

$10,000

Hemera Regnant Fund
HHMH Hawaii Federation of
BWAs

Mililani Hongwaniji Mission
Sharon Sasaki & Robert
Yamamoto

Dr. Warren and Claire
Tamamoto

$8,000+

Windward Buddhist Temple
Rissho Kosei-Kai Buddhist
Church of Hawaii

$6,000+

Watsonville Buddhist
Temple

Mountain View Buddhist
Temple

Lodi Buddhist Church

$5,000 to $3,000

Aiea Hongwanji Mission
Buddhist Temple of Salinas
Carolyn & Ray Nakagawa
Centro Cultural Y Servicio
De Las Americas

Kana Norimoto

Kauai United BWA
Munekiyo Hiraga
Raymond K. & Lei Ann E.
Onishi

Sharleen A. Nakaoka Aoki
Steven I. & Lani C. Yamami
The Allen Steward
Foundation

Yukio & Karen Morikubo
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin Pickleball
Tournament

Kintetsu International
Hawaii Company

Project Kokoro

Paauilo Hongwaniji Mission
Jodo Shinshu Buddhist
Temples of Canada
Vancouver Buddhist Temple
Marsha Allgeier

Kathryn Sweeney

Kie Trust IMO Rev. Soshin
& Akiko Kishi Kie

Tacoma Buddhist Temple
United Lay Association of
Oahu

United of Honolulu BWA

$2,900 to $1,000
America-Japan Societies
(Japan)

Berkeley Buddhist Temple
Mountain View Buddhist
Temple Dharma School
Orange County Buddhist
Church BWA

Oregon Buddhist Temple
Palo Alto Buddhist Temple
Palo Alto Buddhist
Women's Association
Patricia Holmes IMO Rev.
Yoshiaki & Tomi Fujitani
Wynn & Sherry Zundel, Jack
& Maria Zundel, Clyde &
Monie Westly
Japan-America Society of
Hawaii

Kathleen K Kaneshige
Adela C.Y. Lee

Alan J. & Chizue (Rosemary)
Goto

Bishop Marvin Harada
Buddhist Temple of San
Diego

Clyde M. & Gail S. Hamai
Guadalupe Buddhist
Church

Hawaii Federation of Jr.
YBAs

Honohina-Papaaloa
Hongwanji Mission
Honomu Hongwaniji Mission
Lihue Hongwanji Mission
Mona Y. Miyamura IMO
Leatrice Kiyoko Oshiro
Monterey Peninsula
Buddhist Temple

Patricia Ohashi

Roy M. & Charlotte O.
Miyamoto

Tadashi Mitsuoka
Waipahu Hongwanji BWA
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin BWA

Joy N. Unemori

Pauline K. Sakuma
Seattle Betsuin Buddhist
Women's Association
Barbara Brennan

Ralph Honda

Lloyd K. & Sharon L.

Sodetani

Florin Buddhist Women's
Assn

Honpa Hongwaniji Hilo
Betsuin BWA

Amy Furukawa

Dennis Sekine

Flemming Jorgensen

Jac Cerney

Jovalene Yoshioka

Judith Fujiyama

Kanji Ono

Kathleen Menda

Kyla Tom

Lenni Terao

Lilly Kato

Shincho Hanazono
Tatsuya Yamazaki

Tilden N. Osako

Aiko & Edwin Fujii

Aileen M. Unemori

Aileen Osato

Albert & Margaret Kayatani
Allen Sakamoto

Ann A. & Randall Shiro
Bart Aoki

Bishop Toshiyuki & Yoshiko
Umitani

Boyd Marumoto

Bryon S. Fujimoto
Buddhist Church of Parlier
Buddhist Church of San
Francisco Buddhist
Women's Association
Carle C. Hirahara

Carol Yuki

Carole E. Lee

Central California Buddhist
Women's League

Cheryl Ikemiya

Chikako Matsubayashi
Constance Fukumoto
Craig & Helen Tagawa
Dallas & Paula Kanagawa,
Eric & Rovelyn Kanagawa,
Jill Kanagawa & Mannie
Velasquez

David Atcheson

Dennis & Carrie Kawamoto
Diane S. Umemoto

Diane Y. Kosaka

Don S. Gee

Emiko, Mary Ann & Jimmy
Yoshida

Enmanji Buddhist Temple
BWA

Enmanji Buddhist Temple
Dharma School

Ethel Aiko Oda

Ethel E. Yamamoto

Floyd N. & Sharon M.
Nagoshi

Francine Fujinaka

Fresno Buddhist Church
Gary Andrejak

Gary Tsudama

Gary Y. Maeda

George T. Yamaoka IHO
Landon & Kyla Yamaoka
Gladys Fujiuchi

Haruo lwo

Hawaii Island United
Hongwanji BWA

Helen K. Tenpo

Herbert & Caroll Ann
Takahashi

Hongwanji Boy Scout Troop
49

Honohina-Papaaloa
Hongwaniji

Janet Gusukuma & Neil R.
Hamilton

Janet H. Honda

Japan Memorial
Corporation

John Moriyama

John T. & Bernice S. Ozaki
JTB USA Inc.

June M. Asato

Karen K. Tokubo

Kathy K. Shibata

Kauai Hongwanji Council
Keith K. Yamanaka & Arlene
Cabalce-Yamakawa
Kenneth T. & Janice J.
Kunichika

Leanne Wong

Linda & Greg Nakamura
Linda R. Nakamura
Louise Sanematsu

Luly Unemori

Makawao Hongwanji BWA
Martin K. Matsui IMO Kaoru
& Toshi Kamikawa and IHO
Hiro Omata

Michael & Debra Izumi
Milton I. Onaka

Morton M. Yamasaki
Mountain View BWA

Mr. & Mrs. Wilfred lkemoto
Natalie Spresser

Norman & Anne Leong
Norman M. & Betty H.
Takeoka

Oahu Hongwanji Council
Oahu United Honpa
Hongwanji BWA

Osamu & Anne S. Kawabata
Paula Chiplis

Phyllis Mie Sugimoto
Ralston H. Nagata
Reedley Buddhist Church
Rev. Eijun & Toshiko Kujo
Rodney G.K. Chun & Ida
Terada-Chun

Ross & Karen Yamamoto
Roy M. & Lily S. Masuda
Roy S. & Arleen R. Tanaka
Shirley Tsuchimoto

Shoye Iwo

Soto Mission of San
Francisco

Stan & Kathy Ishimoto

Susan A. Tenpo Suya
Suteko Sue Fujino
Taitetsu, Alice, Mark &
Megumi Unno Charitable
Fund

Thomas & Greer Nishikawa
Toshiko Uyehara

Toshiko Yoshimura
Wahiawa Hongwaniji
Mission

Walnut Grove Buddhist
Church

Warren I. & Ruth K. Togami
Warren S. Unemori
Engineering, Inc.

Wayne & Carol Valentine
Fujioka

Wendell H. Kawano
Yoshie & Kojun Suehira
Yukiko Motoyoshi

$999 to $501

Mililani Hongwanji Lotus
Connection

Kona Hongwaniji Mission
NW District Convention
Carol Corey

Pamela Hamada
Seattle Betsuin Church
Pearl City Hongwaniji
Mission

Buddhist Temple of San
Diego Dharma School
Clifford J Tokumaru
Kogenji Temple
Mountain View YBA
Diane Fukuyama
Christopher Diani

Julie Yamada

Brian Brennan

Susan Morishige
Alyce Jenkins

Arnold Matsuura
Barrie Robb

Bernie Imada

Claudia Chang

Diane Nishikawa
Donna Yokomizo
Douglas Doerr

Gary Murai

Hideo Harada

Jan Koyanagi

John Eastly

Keith Kojimoto

Marc Kurose

Margaret Honda
Melody Sakura Miyaiji
Michael Balogh

Miki Adachi

Miyuki Ann Yamamoto
Nancy Goodman
Nancy Yamazaki
Noreen Hananoki

Pat Takeda

Peter Sandman
Richard Solie

Robert Matsumoto
Roland A Odenwald Jr
Stacy Nii-Eastly

Susan Yonekura

Terri Mitani

Universal Compassion
Buddhist Congregation
William Wurtenberg

$500 to $100

Adrian Arima

Aiea Hongwanji BWA
Alan and Sue Endo

Alice Y. Kobayashi

Allan A. Kawaharada
Alton & Susan Watanabe
Alvin K. & Martha M.
Fukunaga

Amy M. Okamura

Anne Leong

Arlene K. & Wayne S.
Shinozuka

Arnold H. & Faith M.
Takenaka

Barbara Yamane

Bonnie Yamaoka

Brian Y. & Carole O.
Horiuchi

Buddhist Church of Parlier
BWA

Carrie S. Mukaida
Chester & Cheryl Okuno
Claire Silver

Cynthia T. Tada

D.K.F. Okawa

Dale & Shizue Kaku
Denise Sueyoshi

Dennis M. & Karen T.
Maedo IMO Todd Yamafuiji
Dennis Y. & Elaine K. Otsuji
Diane Imada

Diane P. Ames

Edward Diehl

Eileen Ito

Elaine H. Yokoyama and
Toshio Tsuda

Emma Kie

Fowler Buddhist Women's
Assn

Francis & Susan Okano
Fresno Buddhist Church -
Clovis District

G.K. & K.M. Wasano

Gary T. Kimata

Gary Tom

Gerald N. Hiyakumoto
Gertrude S. Akamine
Gilbert S. & Mildred K.
Kaneko

Glenn & Elaine Miura
Glenn M. & Sharon N.
Yokoyama

Glenn Matsui

Hawaii Betsuin Aikido Club
Hawaii Island United
Hongwanji Buddhist
Women's Assn.

HHHB Project Dana
Dancers

Hirotaka Tsujihara
Hollywood Buddhist Church
Irma Nakayama

Isao & Susan S. Asada
Jade Y. Chang

James Okada

Jane M. Yamamoto

Janet & Russell Onishi IMO
Mr. & Mrs. Y. Onishi and
Family Onishi

Janet Youth

Jay K. & Charlotte C. Hamai
Jenny N. Masunaga
Joanne M. & Peter H.
Kealoha

Jonathan Joseph

Judith Kakazu

Judith J. Hisaka

June & Barry Weled
Kaimana Realty

Kaori Abiko

Keiju Terada

Ken & Bea Saito

Kenneth & Debra Okuno
Kikuko Yamanaka Freeman
Kona Hongwanji Dharma
School

Kona Hongwanji Mission
Taiko Club

Kurt Saito

Larry & Yvonne S.
Namekata

Laura M. Noguchi

Lester N. & Joyce M. Ogawa
Lillian A. Mangum

Linda Omi

Lisa C. Wond

Lloyd Uradomo

Lunarcat Studios

Lynn Hiratsuka

Lynne T. Matsumura

Mani B. Ryan

Margaret K. Yoshimura
Margie Kitano

Marilyn Morikawa
Marjorie Y. Ikeda

Masami Nishimoto
Melvin T. Hayase

Merle & Lorna Beghtel
Michael Richards
Midwest Buddhist Temple
Women's Assn

Nan C. Kitaura & David T.
Kawakita

Noboru Hironaka

Osato Family

Patty Yamano

Paul Tatsuguchi

Phyllis Hayama

Raymond K. Kawamoto
Reedley Buddhist Church
Buddhist Womens Assn
Rev. & Mrs. Harold N. Oda
Rev. Gene Sekiya

Rev. Kenji & Karen N.
Akahoshi

Richard S. Abe

Rodney Y. & Mari M. Fukuya
Rogers & Karen Ishizu
Roland H. & Janice S.
Higashi

Ronald & Shirley
Yanagisawa

Ronald R. & Linda L. Field
Saburo & Edith M. Yoshioka
San Diego Buddhist Temple
Fujinkai

San Luis Obispo Buddhist
Church

Setsuo Ushio

Shizue K. Miyasato
Stanley N. & Carol C.T.
Sasaki

Stephanie S. Chin
Stockton Adult Buddhist
Assn.

Sumie Higa

Susan Takemoto
Suzanne Nakashima

Tara K. Mochizuki & Jeffrey
M. Chu

Teri H Osato

Terrie Masuda

Theodine T. Hirai

Thomas & Ruby Okamoto
Violet S. Nago IMO Ichijiro
& Hatsume Taguchi and
Itsuki, Mitsuki & James
Taguchi

W.H. Choi

Warren Osako

Warren Tamamoto

White River Buddhist
Temple

Yosh & Yaeko Hirotsuka
Eugene Nomura

Janet Hayashida

Judy Doi

Alvin K. Fukunaga

Arthur Y. Onikama

Craig Shimabukuro

José Manzo Jr.

Yoshiko Yoshino

Savanna Luraschi
Gordon Y. Watanabe
Dell Araki

June Ibara

Aileen Hisaoka

Aleyna Minamoto

Atlas Arakawa

Brenda Koga

Daren Katayama

Kazuo Mabuni

Kenneth Hatai

Lance Yokota

Marcy Maeda-Imai

Maya Murashima

Mel Ueno

Mitchell Matsuura

Wilma Sumida

Alison & Michael Nakagawa

Alvan C. & Cynthia Y.
Kaneda

Amy M. Matsuda
Annette Sekine
Daifukuji Soto Mission
Dana Oshiro

Deborah Ching

Dick & Judy Yamane
Donald Shintaku
Donna Higashi

Elaine S. Sato

Garry & Emiko Hongo
Harriet Hori

Henry Yee

Herbert M. Hamada
Iwami Family

Janet Eiko Kubota

Jon Tory Cox

Julie Mah

Junko Nakano
Kathleen E. Lyons
Keiko Tsuyuki
Kenneth & Lynette Mizuo
Kenneth N. & Lillian
Kadomoto

Kenneth S. Idemoto
Laura Chiyo Kiriu

Lois Suzuki IMO Tomei
Akegarasu

Masao Kodani

Melvin & June Aoki
Mildred Sugimoto
Myrtle E. Hirayama
Nancy Mullin
Nishikawa Family
Patti Wong

Rachel T. Sato

Rev. Eric and Mrs. Tamayo
Matsumoto

Rev. Seikan Fukuma
Rev. Shingo Furusawa
Roy T. & Genevieve G.
Tamashiro

Ryan & Laura Kimura
Sharon Ishizaka
Shirley lwase

Shunji & Jane Adachi
Speakers Network Club
Ted T. & Marilyn I. Uehara
Velma M. Matsuda
Violet Yonemoto
Wendy Nakanishi
Yoko Pagador

Barry Finkelstein

Billy Saeki

Carol W Evans

Cheryl Noda

David Yotsuuye

Fred Watt

Joyce Morimoto
Judith Shigemitsu
Kelly Gartman

Kurt Matsumoto
Linda Minamoto
Nathaniel Osgood
Nora Siegrist
Roxanne Yamamoto
Roy Higa

Wesley Fukumori
Yvonne Perkins

Jo desMarets

Stephen Chinen

Alvin E. & Donna Lynn
Sasaki

Amy S. Nakamura
Bert S. & Hisako Hazel
Maedo

Brian & Lorin Sasaki
Brian Hashiro

Bryan & Aileen Cooke
Caran K. lwata
Charles Hirata
Charles S. Natsuhara
Colin Shimokawa
Craig Tamamoto
David R. & Gerry A.
Sakamoto

Dean K. & Patrice M.l.
Sumikawa

Dianne Ida

Eddie & Valerie Murakami
Glenn & Merle Tomori
Howard T. Nakagiri
James A. Gibson & Janice
Takimoto Gibson
Janine Masaki

June Shitabata

Karen Sugiyama
Kathleen Nakase
Kenneth & Katherine
Nakano

Kimi Romming
Kohala Hongwanji Mission
Nadine Nakagawa
Ralston Nagata

Rosa Shinyama
Sachiye Kuwamoto
Shizuho Ota

Stephen & Sheila Gross
Steven Kaneko

Susan Takeda
Takamiya Market, Inc.
Tatsuo Tomeoka
Vickie A. Wakinaka
Uwajima Fisheries High
School

Maya Horio

Lester Higa

Li Ching Kuo

Mika Toyoura

Joyce Oishi

Miyako Doris Nii
Kiyoshi Kawasaki
Adrian Koizumi

Carol Yamamura
Carolyn Mizuno
Catherine Oxrieder
Charlene Sakatani
Chelsey Koga

Cheryl Marshall
Christine Kubo

Dean Uemura

Debra Inenaga

Debra Noborikawa
Dennis Shibata

Donna Sanada

Dorothy Shigaki

Ellen Shimohara

Eric Margolies

Erik Hammerstrom

Gail Suzaka

George Thow

Heartland Zen

Iris Miwa

Jason Sekine

Jo-Anne Tanaka

John Takahashi

Kacy Marume

Karen Yoshitomi
Kenneth Irish

Kiyoko Masuda

Laura Sasaki-Kirihara
Laverne Matsumura
Leonard Exner

Lori Wakil

Mae Kawamoto

Maria Barrington

Midori Rivera

Mikiye Honda

Noriko Kong

Patrick Komo

Rebecca Hannaman
Rev. Blayne Higa

Rhea lkemiya

Ruby Kato

Sandra Takeda

Sharen Uno

Sharon Fukushima
Todd Tsuchiya

Vernon Sakaida

Zhx

Aiko Mitchel

Amy & Kazuho Takaki
Ann Y. Shintani & Scott W.
Winner

Annette Kakita

Arlene K. Matsubara
Arthur T. & Elsie M.
Kunimitsu

Barbara Hiroshige
Barbara C. Tatsuguchi
Barry Bridge

Calvin Matsumura
Charles H. & Shirley S. Kon
Cheryl Lohman

Chihoko Yosemori
Chrisanthi Ching-Tanaka
Cindy Amuro

Clarence M. Agena IMO
Lawrence & Pat Agena of
Lahaina Agena

Claude Larouche

Clyde S. Nishioka

Clyde T. Matsumoto
Colleen & Michael T.
Suyama

D.K. Ishii

David & Charlotte Oshiro
David A. Katsumoto
David Jones

David Judd

Dean Okayama

Don Tirsell

Dorene M. T. Toma

Dr. Robert Akune

Earl K. & Amy S. Nishimoto
Edna Otsuka

Edwin Hara

Ernestine T. Spence

Gail M Tajima

Gayle Denaco

George S. & Nobuko
Shimamoto

Gordon & Dale Mizuno
Helen Inazaki

Hilda A. Spevack

Ichiro & Jean T. Fukumoto
Jane E. Tsukamoto
Janet K. Tatsuta-Byrnes
Janet M. & Benjamin H.
Shimizu

Janice M. Masaki

Jay M. & Johanna W. Katano
Jean Ayako Shintaku
Jeani Jow

Jeffrey K. Sato

Jeffrey Wilson

Joe K. & Violet Nishihara
John S. & Myrtle S.
Shinagawa

John S. Wei

Joy L. & Russell S.O. Nakata
Judy & Joseph Hopfield
June Matsueda

Kaethe Kauffman

Kay Shirota

Ken & Patty Kanemoto
Kenneth & Lisa Kawasaki
Kenneth H. & Faith K.T.
Yamauchi

Kinuye Sagara

Kirsten Swenson
Kunihiko Yamakawa
Laura Uno

Leatrice Y. Saito

Leslie T. & Sybil Ann I.
Tawata

Lien Ho

Lisa Miyaji

Lydia Furumoto

M.N. Sakimoto

Machiko N. Faught
Mamoru & Ethel Kawahara
Mark Yoshida

Mayumi Ikeda

Megumi Kitagawa

Mitzi H. Tanaka

Moiliili Hongwanji Dharma
School

Nancy S. Nakamatsu
Nancy Yoshioka

Otsuka Family

Ray Baka

Rev. Hiromi & Mrs. Chizuko

SEE PAGE 5
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Kawaji

Rev. Kodo Yoshimoto
Rev. Shigenori & Mrs.
Sumie Makino

Richard K. & Ellen Okano
Richard T. Littlefield
Robert T. & Jeanne H.
Watari

Rona S.Y. Fukumoto
Ronald & Shizuko Terada
Ronald K. & Karen N. Iwata
Roth Kimura LLP

Roy T. & Judith M. Koike
Russell S.0 & Joy L. Nakata
Ruth R. Wakimura
Sammy S. & Chiyeko
Kishimoto

Sara Clark

Sathya Seigel

Shigeko Mukai

Shirley K. Yamakawa
Shirley A. Kang

Sid Y. Nakamoto IMO Anita
Yamafuji & Todd Yamafuji
Stanley Shen

Stephanie Teves

Steven K. & Judy F.
Marumoto IHO Bishop
Umitani

Sumi Takahashi

Takashi & Marlyn T. Mori
Thang Nguyen

Theo Kushi

Thomas & Arlene Lemieux
IMO Leatrice Kiyoko Oshiro
Thomas & Wendy Ichimaru
Thomas T. & Betty O.
Nishioka

Toni Y. Jose

Toshiye C. Estes

Vera lwasaki IMO Tokunaga
Ohana

Vicki M. Ama OBH the late
Rev. T. Ama

Wallace T. & Nancy M.
Hironaka

Warren H. Nishimura
Warren lwamura
Yumiko Matsumura

Aiko Fujii

Rev. Grant Ikuta
Beginner's Ear LLC
Marnie Cumings

Valerie E. Hashimoto

Joy Middo

Sterling Makishima
Elisabetta Porcu

Wendy M Murakami
Marsha Epstein

PayPal Giving Fund
Colette Ono

Gale Evans

George K. Terao

Jon Nakagawa

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nakano
Sandra E. Young Tanaka
Sueto Matsumura

Kathy Lew

Dennis Tashiro

Morning Light Sangha
Kohdoh Kamuro

Michael W Sawamoto
Grant Din

Mary Lou Lomaka

Art Monastery

Bradley Nussbaum
Jackson Tay Bosley
Matthew Riley

Harumi Connell

May L. Imamura-Uruu
Marian Bieniek

Esther Sugai

Adrienne Burns

Aija Gibson

Aligned Mind

Allen Kusano

Amy Watarida

Ann Sumida-Johnson
Arlene Valleau

Audrey Okemura

Audrey Partrite

Belinda Gomez

Ben Masaoka

Bonnie Packert

Calvin Abe

Candice Imamura

Carol Fujii

Carolyn Moyer

Carolyn Okamoto
Charlene Yoritsune
Christal Ellis

Christine Terada

Clayton Nishina

Connie Ozeki-Chinn

Cyd Miyashiro

Cydney Kawamura
Cynthia Hinds

Cynthia Nakatani

Dana lida

Darlene Suyematsu
David Crampton

Davin Miyamura

Dawn Mori

Dean Koyama

Debra Martin

Delphine Obana

Diana Omori

Diana Tanaka

Dianne Odagawa
Dianne Takao

Donna Busse

Donna Omata

Dyann Fukumoto

Eileen Nakahira

Elaine Aoki

Elaine Marume

Elaine Sugimoto-Jones
Elizabeth Rose
Ellen Oshiro

Eric Nakahara
Eunice Fuchigami
Fay Tateishi

Ferri Erickson
Fusae Miyamoto
Fusako Takahashi
Gail Kato

Gail Kusano

Gary Funamura
Gayle A Jackson
Gayle Nakamura
Glenda Paige
Gordon Bermant
Grace Nishikawa
Hiroki Ishimaru
Hiromi Rodrigues
Isabelle Bernard
Jacob Ausman
James Healy

Jane lida

Janet Almqvist
Janet Kamasaki
Janet Tamura
Janis Ishitani
Jason Furuta

Jean Paul deGuzman
Jeanne Omaye
Jeffrey Nagafuji
Jeffrey Peters
Jenna Tom
Jennifer Sciacca
Jerry Morishige
Jessica Huey

Jill Ishida

JM Taketa

Jo Ann Katsuda
John lwohara
Jonathan Mitchell
Joseph Ahern

Joy Kunimura

Julia Ueda

Julie Conaway

K.T. Cannon-Eger
Karen Akiba
Katherine Ito
Kathryn Koshi
Kathy Tiddle

Katie Doi

Katsuko Yamada
Keiko Maruko
Kevin Kuniyuki
Kiyumi Nishida
Krissy Hirai

Kristin Stiles Green
Kristine Simons
Kristofer Koishigawa
Kumi Sugita

Kurt Yamamoto
Larry Wong

Laurie Nakahira
Laverne K Imori
Lee Sugibayashi
Leroy Morishita
Lila Grant

Linda Ishiguro
Linda Tsukamoto
Lindsay Imai Hong
Lindy Nagata

Lisa Ferguson

Lisa Roiter Health and
Wellness

Lois Ohta

Lonnie Oketani
Lori Gray

Lori Miyazaki
Louis Faber

Lyn Arey

Lynette McGee
Mari Matsumoto
Maria Nidia Valdez
Mariko Minamoto
Marion Elder
Marjorie Y. Kitahara
Mark von Nida
Marshall Kido
Martin Tachiki
Maya Araki
Mayumi Stroy
Meg Stuedemann
Megan Scott
Melanie Adams
Melanie Hatter
Melanie Zibit
Melyssa Minamoto
Michael Inouye
Michelle Sasaki
Mieko Nagao
Mike Furubayashi
Mimi Horiuchi
Miyuki Peterson
Monique Nakagawa
Myers Dance Studio Inc.
Myra Nohara
Nadine Kakimoto
Nadine Takeuchi
Nancy Martinez
Nancy Nakatani
Nancy Ota
Norman Kiyono
Patrice Lochner
Patrick McCabe
Philip Ryan
Randall Kawamoto
Rev. Masahito Dokyo
Ricardo Osamu Nishimura
Rina Sasaki
Ritsuko Ide

Robert Kido
Robert Morikawa
Roberta Yanagawa
Rodney Okamura
Rodney Takemoto
Roland S Run
Ronald Nakamura
Ruby Saito

Ryan Aguilar
Sandra H Minner
Sandra Hutchinson

Sandra Taniguchi
Sandra Tomiyama
Satsuki Ina

Sharon Shingai

Shereen Nagata

Sherri Hiraoka

Stacy Uyeda

Stella K Nojiri

Stephan Doi

Stephanie Mano
Stephanie Ohara

Susan K Imai

Sylvia Pearson

Teresa Stivers

Teri Masumoto-Yasuda
Tiow Ping Wong

Tom Cray

Tom Yanagihara

Tuyet Le

Warren Haraki

Wendy Jedlicka

William Fujimoto

Yumi Davis

Yumi Masuoka

A.T. Taniguchi

Aiko Iris Sato

Aiko Kurokawa

Aileen R. Suzuki

Aki Tomiyama

Akiko Rucker

Akira Sonomura

Alan & Barb Yamaoka
Alan Yamanishi

Albert & Hisako Ando
Albert M.Y. & Liane H.
Wong

Alice Kazuyo Neishi
Alison M. Sugasawara
Allan & Nancy Hikoyeda
Allison S.Y. Chang IHO
Hagio Family & daughter
Stephanie Hagio Chin
Allyn C. Iwase

Alma M. Yoshimori

Alvin Hironaga

Amanda Putman

Amy E. lzutsu

Arthur & Yoshiko Yoshihara
Asao Masumiya

Beatrice Sonoda

Bernice H. Otani

Bert T. Motonaga

Betty H. Yamasaki

Betty M. Morimoto
Brenda K. Kanae

Bruce M. Ito

BSC Spring Festival
Buddhist Church of Santa
Barbara

Calvin Higuchi

Calvin T. Miyashiro
Candice Hayashi

Carol Guerra

Caroline & Glenn Kurimoto
Caroline K. Ozaki
Carolyn & Francis (Buddy)
Scott

Carolyn & Ken Murai
Carolyn H. Hozaki

Carrie Petersen

Carrie Yoshimoto

Cecilia L. Paul
Chalintorn Burian
Chaloampron Rangaratna
Charlene & Alan Nakagawa
IMO Leatrice Kiyoko Oshiro
Chikako Sakamoto
Christine Kaita
Christopher & Jill Tange
Christopher Schirber
Claire Kawawaki

Clifford & Loraine Mito
Clyde Sugahara

Colby Sato

Craig & Cheryl Tateishi
Craig & Judy Ida

Curtis Kubo

Cynthia Y. Pang

Daniel H. Yotsuda

Daniel Y. Menda

David & Irene Nakamoto
David T. & Lily Y. Nakatani
Dean A. & Doreen S.T.
Sakamoto

Deborah M Fried

Debra Wiggins

Dennis H. & Karen K. Miyaki
Dennis |. & Mary S.
Okamura

Diane Bachtel

Diane Kent

Diane N. Marshall

Diane Ono

Diane S. Kishimoto
Diane Yoza

Diann Pay

Dianna Nakashima
Donald T. Matsumoto
Donn R. Klopf
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Obon 2024: Continuing Tradition, Returning to Normalcy

Despite a rise in Covid cases, most temples hosted
gatherings ranging from a few dozen to a few
hundred in attendance. Among the highlights:

Clockwise, from top left: Honoka'a Hongwaniji
Buddhist Temple's “rebranded” Bon Dance, called
a "Community Memorial Service,” took place July

Courtesy of Nic Tanaka

20 and marked its 125th.

Above right, Rev. Kohtoku Hirao from Waimea
Shingon Mission sang at West Kauai Hanapepe

Temple's Obon July 12-13
Below right, Kahului Hongwaniji Mission held its

Courtesy of Lorene Yoshimura-Tanigawa

Courtesy of Rev. Tomo Hojo

Obon on July 20, a day before the full moon, or
Buck Moon took place.
Below left, on the first of its two-nights of

festivities, a drone captured hundreds of Honpa

Hongwanji Hawai'i Betsuin's Obon celebrants
on June 28. In the upper right corner, cars can be
seen on Pali Highway as drivers headed home at

the end of a work week.

At left, Shon Ancheta, center, danced at Ewa
Hongwanji Mission's Obon which returned on June

15 after a year's respite.

Courtesy of Drone Pilot and Photographer Darren Cantrill

Courtesy of Wayde Toyama

Thompson

Continued from Page 1

board, often took young Sher-
man fishing while obaachan
was a Fujinkai lady who, for
many years was the “kitchen
boss.”

She ruled their Lahaina
home, gathered the grandchil-
dren before the butsudan to
light the senko and recite the
Nembutsu before dinner.

In 1970, young Sherman
arrived on the Kamehameha
Kapalama campus as a fresh-
man where he was first intro-
duced to Christianity. He
boarded at the Lunalilo dor-
mitory where he continued to
live until he was hired as a
dorm advisor at Liholiho be-
fore he was hired as a chap-
lain.

At his remembrance ser-
vice at Bishop Memorial Cha-
pel on July 13, one of four me-
morials held to celebrate his
life, more laughter than tears
of sorrow punctuated the pro-
gram as hundreds of former
colleagues and students re-
called heartfelt stories from
when a young Sherman took
charge and fooled his class-
mates, always with fun and
kindness.

“When I first met him, I
thought he was the dorm advi-
sor,” said Kahu Kaunaloa
Boshard, Class of '77, one of 11
kahu at the service. “He had
keys hanging from his belt, he
held a clipboard and had a
walkie-talkie. If we were late,
he never scolded us. He un-
derstood us. When you come
from Kona, you don’t know

“He always came home to
Lahaina,” Lahaina Hongwaniji
Mission's President Aileen
Cockett said of Kahu
Sherman Thompson, ready
with his downloaded songs in
the temple's yagura.

what a curfew is. But he did
write, ‘Late again’ by your
name in the margins.”

Young Sherman was a ju-
nior at the time.

While he used his resonant
voice to start cheers at volley-
ball and basketball games,
leading the senior bench in
“Banzai!” yells, young Sher-
man never raised his voice in
anger, according to current
Director of Boarders, Char-
main Wong, Class of ’67.

“At 17, he looked like a
35-year-old,” she said. “At 17,
he had a 5 o’clock shadow. He
was the only senior who had
to shave every day.

“When he was first hired, I
told him that dorm advisor is

not the best-paying position
but you get to influence stu-
dents’ lives. And he did. So
many kept returning to cam-
pus to seek his advice.

“He took time to enjoy his
colleagues, too, and he was
always there if you needed to
talk him.”

He was an employee of
Kamehameha for 47 years and
spent a majority of his life on
the campus, according to Po‘o
Kula (head of school) Dr.
Taran Chun, who opened the
program welcoming cele-
brants and recalling how kind,
loving, carefree and pleasant
Kahu Sherman was, compar-
ing him to a confidant and
friend who everyone needs.

After graduating, as a stu-
dent at Hawai‘i Pacific Univer-
sity and the University of
Hawai‘i, Kahu Sherman re-
mained open to understand-
ing different faiths and beliefs.

At Honpa Hongwanji, he
served as a trustee of Pacific
Buddhist Academy, taught in
the Dharma Light program
and appeared as a guest
speaker on numerous occa-
sions at various Jodo Shinshu
temples as well as at Christian
churches including Kalihi
Moanalua Church and
Nu‘uanu Congregational. At
Kaumakapili Church, he took
on a larger role as Youth Min-
ister and supported Kahu Da-
vid Kaupu.

But, “he always came
home to Lahaina,” said Lahai-
na Hongwanji president Ai-
leen Cockett. “He emceed La-
haina Hongwanji and Lahaina
Jodo missions’ obon, he
drummed and sang ‘Iwakuni.’
He even bought our PA system

so that the music would sound
good.”

Kahu Sherman loved Obon
more than the most devotees.
Every year, as the season ap-
proached, he researched new
songs, made playlists, kept a
treasure trove of cassettes and
mini-cassettes. He was a yel-
low pad kind of guy, one min-
ister said.

In Honolulu, he attended
obon at Hongwanji missions
including Ewa, Betsuin and
Pearl City as well as Pearl
Country Club’s obon, held in
the parking lot of the golf
course late in the season.

On Maui, people called
him “The Lahaina Obon Man,”
as he showed up in his Reyn
Spooner Aloha shirts then lat-
er in a Fedora hat with a cigar,
always smiling.

Not one to shy away from
indulgence, Kahu Sherman
owned, until recently, more
than 200 Reyn Spooner shirts,
many which were worn by his
nephews on July 14 where a
service at Honpa Hongwanji
Hawaii Betsuin was conducted
by Rimban Yuika Hasebe who
offered words of comfort and
understanding at his sudden
passing.

“When we lose someone
special, we may think we lost
that person who is far away,
we can't see that person in the
physical world anymore,” she
said. “ But through Nembutsu,
we connect with them. “Sher-
man Thompson left this world
where he shared the joy of the
Nembutsu.”

When he passed away, he
had collected some 30 Fedora
hats including one handmade
in Ecuador; a large collection

of “Three Stooges” episodes
and more than 300 cigars be-
cause he had planned to start
a cigar club in Kauai.

He retired two years prior
to the tragic loss of the
Thompson family home in
Lahaina; he moved to Kauai
where he reconnected with
scores of Kamehameha alum-
ni; he visited West Kauai
Hongwanji a few times and
enjoyed the beauty and peace
of Nawiliwili Harbor where
the Puali and Huleia streams
wind through the area.

It was at that spot where he
could enjoy a full-bodied,
complex cigar, where the
winds often brought a gentle
rain from the mountains,
young children played and
fished nearby and the wide
expanse of ocean made it a
perfect area for peaceful con-
templation.

On June 23, a Sunset Cele-
bration memorial was held
there, attended by some 70
friends, many Kamehameha
alumni who were former dor-
mitory residents who remem-
bered the clipboard and young
Sherman checking them in for
the night.

For his numerous contri-
butions to Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii, he was
posthumously recognized
with the title of “Ko-Myo-In”
by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani
at Kahului Hongwanji Mis-
sion.

Kahu Sherman Thompson
is survived by brothers Kaid
and Dan Kaula Thompson;
sisters Konia (Mark) Thomp-
son-Mitchell and  Pauahi
Thompson-Nichols, and seven
nieces and nephews.
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‘Dharma Treasures’
From Our Shin
Buddhist Pioneers

BY REV. TATSUO MUNETO
AND GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
HONPA HONGWANJI HAWAII
BETSUIN

wo important publica-

I tions have been the fo-

cus of attention at Hon-

pa Hongwanji Mission of

Hawaii’s Bookstore because

both have close themes relat-

ed to Triple Celebration’s
workshops.

“Dharma Treasures —
Spiritual Insights From Ha-
waii’s Shin Buddhist Pioneers”
and “Hearing the Buddha’s
Call: The Life, Works and
Words of Shinran,” while not
new releases, serve as remind-
ers of the archival importance
of Hawai'i Island’s history and
how Amida Buddha has been
spiritually enriching lives for
hundreds of years.

In the first of a two-part
series, we look at Rev. Mune-
to’s work on “Dharma Trea-
sures” that started 42 years
ago when Clara Uechi, a
member of Kona Hongwanji,
brought him a notebook full of
poems written by her parents
and sangha members dating

back to the mid-1900s.

“Written originally in Japa-
nese, these poems were un-
known to their own sons and
daughters and descendants
who today, comprise the Eng-
lish-speaking congregation,”
Rev. Muneto wrote.

Some poems were written
in pencil, many were yellowed
by age on scraps of paper, all
written by the Issei in their 40s
and 50s who intensely listened
to their temples’ Dharma
messages.

Divided into seven chap-
ters, “Dharma Treasures” de-
picts the poignant, harsh lives
of eight women and two men
who immigrated from Hiro-
shima, Kumamoto, Fukuoka
and Yamaguchi.

The only Hawaii-born
poet, Chiyono Sasaki, touched
the hearts of her fellow sangha
members who shared her
hard, demanding life on the
coffee farm as she searched
for spiritual answers. Born in
1897, she finally reached her
awakening to Amida’s call,
saying she was OK as she was.

When the esteemed phi-
losopher and scholar D.T. Su-
zuki visited Kona Hongwanji

Rev. Tatsuo Muneto’s work
translating the poems
written by 10 Issei on Hawaii
Island required research
into their lives and a deeper
understanding of Shin
teaching.

in 1949, Rev. Shonen Tameku-
ni showed him Chiyono’s
poem entitled “Kono Mama,”
meaning “I am what I am.”
Upon reading it, Suzuki ex-
claimed, “This is it! This is it!”

Years later, Suzuki refer-
enced her poem in one of his
“Mysticism: Christian and
Buddhist” books, citing her
expressive writing about the
realities of daily life.

While each writer’s life is
uniquely worth noting, Mit-
suyo Makinodan’s experienc-
es were unparallelled: Her
higher education, her up-
bringing in a Shin Buddhist
family in Hiroshima, the deci-
sion to return to Japan with
her only child then return to
Hilo, followed by her incar-
ceration on the mainland and
finally, spending years as a
nurse at the Uezu and Matayo-

shi hospitals in Hilo.

The forward to “Lilikoi no
Sato” (Poems From the Home
of Lilikoi) was written by Lady
Yoshiko Ohtani from the head
temple in Kyoto who knew
Mrs. Makinodan personally
and compared her writings to
the legendary Myokonin Oka-
ru.

And although Rev. Muneto
holds a B.A. from Ryukoku
University, a master's from
Claremont Graduate Universi-
ty and he earned his tokudo
and kyoshiordination in Kyoto,
he felt that before he could
even begin any translations,
he needed to understand the
process that each poet under-
went.

“My appreciation of Shin
teaching was way lower than
the level of the members’ joy
of living in Amida’s guidance,”
he said. “I had to study their
personal backgrounds, their
process of awakening and the

spiritual aspect of Nembutsu
teaching for myself.

“In other words, I had to
become the one who had to
realize Amida’s compassion-
ate vows to see or liberate me.
Only after this goal was
achieved during my ministry
in Kona in the early 1980s, was
Iable to translate the Japanese
poems into English and I
made up my mind to publish
the Nembutsu poems.”

Rev. Muneto carefully re-
searched and included bio-
graphical summaries of each
writer except for Ume Hirano,
who, despite being one of the
first Issei poets in the early
1900s, little is known about
her.

She admonishes the reader
who lives an indulgent life of
affluence in her “Parental
Love.”

In 2022, at Kona Hong-
wanji’s 125th anniversary, a
copy of “Dharma Treasures”
was placed in a time capsule
for future temple members.

Alimited number of copies
of “Dharma Treasures” is
available from the Honpa

Hongwanji Headquarters
Bookstore for $8.

Coming in December:
Rev. Jitsuen  Kakehashi,

among the most respected se-
nior scholar-teachers of Jodo
Shinshu, expanded the body
of literature on Shinran Sho-
nin with his book, “Hearing
the Buddha’s Call: The Life,
Works and Wisdom of Shin-
ran.”

BY STEVE LOHSE, CHAIR
GREEN HONGWANJI
COMMITTEE

HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION
OF HAWAII

of the Lay Association

and Legislative Assembly
established a Green Hong-
wanji Initiative and tasked a
kyodan committee, now the
Green Hongwanji Committee
(GHC) to develop an action
plan.

So what is a Green Hong-
wanji?

Is the Green Hongwanji
the Green Plan (http://honpa-
hi.link/greenplan) mandated

In 2017, a joint resolution

What Is a Green Hongwanji, Anyway?

by the joint resolution and
developed by the GHC?

Well, yes, but while the
Plan offers principles and
practices as a founding docu-
ment for the Green Hong-
wanji, it is not the Green
Hongwanji itself.

Is the Green Hongwanji
the numerous green To-Do
lists that we all have access
to? For example, the Green
Plan offers several good lists.

Well, yes, certainly with-
out action, there is no Green
Hongwanji and To-Do lists of-
fer menus for green nation,
but action lists are not the
Green Hongwanji itself.

Is the Green Hongwanji

the ‘ohana of green temples
(EcoSanghas) that make up a
green kyodan?

Yes, green Headquarters
leadership is essential, but
the Hongwanji will be as
green as its temples are green,
not just its Headquarters.

And remember, it’s not
green practices OR money
and members, it’s green prac-
tices AND money and mem-
bers.

Aswe invest our principles
in our communities and our
money in our principles, ev-
erything we need for healthy
temples will be as green as we
can do.

Finally, a Green Hong-
wanji is our principled Bud-
dhist response to Earth’s envi-
ronmental crisis.

We protect what we con-
nect with, and we connect
with what we’re aware of.

At the end of the day, the
Green Hongwanji is our grati-

tude for this Earth and our
awareness of what we leave
our children.

Let’'s Green It Like We
Mean It, because we have
seen the Green Hongwanji,
and it is us!

Proposed Five-Year Green
Theme and Slogans for 2025-
2029: “Nurturing Green”

2025: Cultivating Green
Awareness

2026: Sharing Green Grati-
tude

2027: Living Green Aloha

2028: Embracing Green
EcoSangha

2029: Expanding Green
Community

He Cared for Others and Lived a Life of Gratitude

As Lahaina Hongwanji Mis-
sion’s minister, Rev. Ai Hironaka
came to know Kahu Sherman
Thompson over several years.
The following Dharma message
was delivered on June 29 at Ka-
hului Hongwanji Mission.

BY REV. Al HIRONAKA
LAHAINA AND KAHULUI
HONGWANJI MISSION

oday as we gather for
TSherman Thompson’s

funeral, I find it incred-
ibly difficult to find words
that truly express my heart.
How can I praise his life
enough? Any words I write
seem insufficient.

To me, Sherman Thomp-
son-san was the closest to “the
ideal human being.” Did he
ever hurt anyone in his life?
I've never heard of such a
thing, but I know I've hurt
others. Did he ever trouble
anyone? I don’t think so, but I
have.

He was like a mirror of my
true self. Sherman-san loved
Lahaina and Lahaina Hong-
wanji Mission, always consid-
ering and helping those in
need, living by the teachings
of the Nembutsu which was
passed on by his Grandpa Ya-
suto and Grandma Sugi.

Rev. Ai Hironaka will join

the final panel discussion on
“Sharing the Joy of Nembutsu
Together” on Sept. 8 at 10:15
a.m.

Until the very end, he
cared for others and lived a
life of gratitude.

Sherman was more than
just a minister and layperson
to me; he was my mentor, a
friend in the Nembutsu, and a
life teacher. When I was still
working at Hawaii Betsuin, I
was assigned to Lahaina Hon-
gwanji. On that Sunday, after
the Japanese Sunday Service,
Sherman approached me with
a smile. He was so happy I
was going to Lahaina Hong-
wanji.

Even before my official
assignment, he took me to

Lahaina at his own expense.
We flew on a propeller plane
to Kapalua Airport, picked up
bento at Nagasako Store and
walked around Lahaina.
Many people greeted him
warmly, showing how loved
he was by everyone.

On the return flight, he
bowed to me and said, “Please
take care of Lahaina Hong-
wanji.” It was a moment that
made me realize how deeply
people supported and loved
Lahaina Hongwanji.

A year after my assign-
ment, Sherman visited the
temple and said, “Thank you
for your hard work in the first
year.” He gave me a gift for
the anniversary — a Mont-
blanc pen — and said, “Use
this for your signatures,” with
a big smile.

Later, he gave me a Nem-
butsu rosary and said, “Thank
you for taking care of Lahaina
Hongwanji.”

Although I lost the Mont-
blanc pen in the fire, I still
have the rosary with me.

We know that life eventu-
ally ends, perhaps even today.
Sherman understood the con-
cept of “White Ashes.” Even
during his Non-Religion fu-
neral in Honolulu, “White
Ashes” was read. But even

though I wunderstand this,
Sherman, I feel incredibly
lonely. It’s hard to accept.
Yet, the life of Nembutsu
you showed me brings not
only sadness but great joy.
Shinran Shonin teaches us in
his “Hymns of the Pure Land,”

When we say “Namo Amida
Butsu.”

The countless Buddhas
throughout the ten quarters,

Surrounding us a hundred-
fold, a thousandfold,

Rejoice and protect us.

I understand you are now
became one of the Buddha,
and you are rejoicing now
when I recite Namo Amida
Butsu.

Shinran Shonin also said
in his hymns,

Those who reach the Pure
Land of happiness

Return to this evil world of
the five defilements,

Where, like the Buddha
Sakyamuni,

They benefit sentient beings
without limit.

Being born in the Pure
Land, becoming a Buddha
and now returning to me from
the six characters of Namo

Amida Butsu, you watch over,
benefit me, praise me when I
recite Nembutsu and protect
me always.

When I feel loneliness, I
recite “Namo Amida Butsu,” I
try to feel you, Sherman-san,
asyou are a holy Buddha

In sad times and joyful
times, as I recite Namo Amida
Butsu, I will always feel you
with me until the end of my
life. This is what I can do for
you. When my life ends,
please greet me with that
smile and say, “Welcome,
Sensei! Mattota yo. (I was
waiting for you.)”

Sherman, thank you for
everything. Even now, I still
read the text message you
sent after the fire, encourag-
ing me to “Do your best for
the Nembutsu!” You were La-
haina, you were Lahaina
Hongwanji, you are now
within the six character Namo
Amida Butsu.

I will strive to do my best
for the Nembutsu until the
day I die, until I see you at
Amida Buddha’s Pure Land.
Let us all recite Namo Amida
Butsu, which is Sherman-
san’s wish for all of us here
today, and feel Amida Bud-
dha’s power of the wisdom
and compassion.
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Reflections on a Spiritual Journey Through Wai anae

BY PETE DOKTOR
JIKOEN HONGWANJI MISSION

s part of an ongoing ef-
fort to honor and re-
kindle relations be-

tween Kanaka Maoli (native
Hawaiians) and Buddhist
communities in Hawa‘i, the
Honolulu Hongwanji Council
and the Mary Mikahala Foster
Legacy Committee organized
a huaka'’, or journey, a spiri-
tual tour of Wahi Puna, or sa-
cred sites, along the Wai‘anae
coast on March 15, 2024.

Some 32 members from
various temples, at the invita-
tion and guidance of Kahu
Glen Kila, embarked on a six-
hour long journey, pausing to
hear a recurring theme: Re-
cultivate respect the commu-
nity.

At various sites along the
Westside, Kahu Kila, a retired
school principal and descen-
dant of Wai‘anae, related the
mo‘olelo, stories behind the
sites from Po’ka‘i Bay, Malaga,
which is a traditional learning
center and the Kane‘ilio navi-
gation site.

Also known as Makua
Cave, Kaneana inspired cre-
ation myths and religious pro-
tocol, only to be later desecrat-
ed by the U.S. military, used as
a local dumping ground and
desecrated by vandals.

“Regardless of the past,
anyone who calls Hawa'i
home now bares kuleana, a
responsibility, to take care of
this ‘dina,” Kahu Kila said.

Decades ago, the Waianae
community kipuna rejected
mass development to preserve
the rural way of life that has
served as a pu‘uhonua, or
place of refuge which it con-
tinues to function as a place
for displaced Hawaiians today.

He described how Kanaka,
the Japanese and Uchinanchu
(Okinawan) plantation camps
evolved into multicultural
communities with the Hawai-
ian language serving as the
common tongue while diverse
cultural practices blended into

serene.

one.

Scattered throughout the
trip were numerous examples
of proverbial wisdom and
Nembutsu moments such as
those explaining the intercon-
nectedness of all life and in-
digenous practices.

The question, “O wai kou
inoa?” cannot be simply trans-
lated as, “What is your name?”
but rather the literal transla-
tion, “From what water do you
come?” acknowledges the re-
lationship between human
and nature including the water
which we are largely com-
posed of.

What many refer to as “he-
iau,” or temple mounds built
by later migrations of Polyne-
sians as “Ka‘a nani au” or “Sa-
cred sitesto manage the beauty
of the season,” sheds wisdom
on a way to understand the
role of religious space and
their relationship to cultivat-
ing an interconnectedness be-
tween all things.

Photos Courtesy of David Atcheson
Kahu Glen Kila, center, addressed members from several different O‘ahu temples on the “Huaka’i
to the Waianae Coast” trip in March at Pokai Bay, originally named Malaea meaning calm, or

At Waianae Hongwanji Mission, Huaka'i organizer Jon
Matsuoka presented Kahu Glen Kila with calligraphy as a token
of appreciation for his guidance on the day-long outing.

To conclude the journey,
we shared lunch at the
Wai'anae Hongwanji where
we listened to member and
volunteer Roland Matsuda,
tell his stories on the history
and future facing the isolated

temple, how impermanence
and challenges are prevalent

I was compelled to Gassho
with reverence and gratitude
at the Pohaku ‘o La‘ila‘, a
dragon-like deity that could be
easily mistaken for a pile of

rocks to those unfamiliar with
the mo‘olelo and the god
Kanaloa, a symbol of interde-
pendence.

It was inspiring to realize
that the Dharma has always
been here in Hawai‘, that it
has always been accessible to
the awakened mind.

A Postscript

The group that took part in
the Wai‘anae Huaka‘i recon-
vened on June 4 to engage in a
deeper dive into the experi-
ence.

While Huaka‘i literally re-
fers to a trip or travel experi-
ence, the metaphoric mean-
ings are “foam on the crestofa
wave” or “planting seeds that
will one day bear fruit.”

After the excursion and
during the session, many said
they had never been to that
part of O‘ahu and certainly
had never heard the kind of
stories shared by Kahu Glen
Kila who took part in the post-
script session via Zoom.

The idea of reuniting the
participants was proposed by
Dr. Logan Narikawa who
teaches at the University of
Hawai‘i and who works at the
nonprofit Education Incuba-
tor with Dr. Miki Tomita Oka-
moto.

Both were on the Huaka‘i
and grew up attending Honpa
Hongwanji Betsuin and Wai-
luku Hongwanji, respectively.

With so much interest in
continuing the huakai for
Hongwanji members and
friends, the Mary Mikahala
Foster committee organized
another trip, the “DeTour — an
‘Aiea Ahupua‘a Experience”
on Aug. 16, 2024.

The group visited Kea‘iwa
Heiau, the Aiea Loop State
Recreation Area; Loko I‘a
Pa‘aiau at McGrew Point, the
400-year-old Hawaiian fish-
pond site, and ended up at
Afiea Hongwanji for lunch.

— JON K. MATSUOKA
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii
Betsuin

Vesak

Continued from Page 1

“For over 2,500 years, those
who adhere to the Buddha’s
teachings have enriched and
strengthened this world we
share. Vesak is a time to re-
flect on the Buddha’s teach-
ings, including the need to
work for peace and justice,
and cultivate humility and
compassion as we work to-
gether towards a brighter fu-
ture.”

Upon his entrance, the
Second Gentleman welcomed
us all with his remarks. He
said that we are showcasing
the beauty and diversity of all
the communities, and it is im-
portant that we build coali-
tions and come together not
only to express our intercon-
nectedness, faith and joy but
also to combat hate. He said
that the one and best way to
combat hate is to do it togeth-
er, to come together, because,
in the room, there was so
much more that unites us than
divides us. The Second Gentle-
man concluded his remarks
by encouraging us to celebrate
the universal principles of
compassion, humility and
peace, and to recommit to
building a better future for all.

After the Second Gentle-
man’s message, Ms. Dixey
welcomed everyone, saying
that Vesak is a sacred occasion
celebrated by millions of Bud-
dhists around the world, its
profound message transcends
borders, resonating deeply
with people from all walks of

life, including here in Ameri-
ca. She noted that there are
around 3,000 Buddhist tem-
ples in the United States, each
representing the diverse tradi-
tions of Theravada, Mahayana
and Vajrayana, and enriching
our nation with profound wis-
dom. Ms. Dixey said, “In times
of challenge where wars and
internal disagreements run
rampant, let us reimagine this
light as a beacon of hope, a
possibility for each of us to
manifest harmony and well-
being within ourselves and ul-
timately to become ambassa-
dors of World Peace. Imagine
the power within us to illumi-
nate the world showing that
wisdom and compassion are
the ways to lead humanity.”

Following those remarks,
the representatives from the
three Buddhist traditions lit
the lamps, chanted the sutra
and offered their aspirations.
Bishop Harada of the BCA,
Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara of
the Jodo Shinshu Internation-
al Office, and I represented
the Mahayana tradition to-
gether with other venerable
masters.

In his aspiration, Bishop
Harada described Mahayana
Buddhism as “like a big bus”
that carries anyone and every-
one regardless of race, gen-
der, social status, or sexual
orientation, and it brings us
from a life of delusion, igno-
rance and suffering to a life of
awakening, wisdom and lib-
eration. He said that we need
teachings that act as mirrors,
enabling us to deeply self-re-
flect and truly live a life of hu-

Courtesy of Rev. Kiyonobu Kuwahara
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, left, Bishop Marvin Harada and Rev.
Kiyonobu Kuwahara pause to take a selfie outside the White

House gates.

mility and gratitude. He said,
“Understanding the intercon-
nected world of oneness en-
ables us to live with a deep
sense of compassion, to treat

all beings as if they are our
brothers and sisters, to treat
all beings as if they are a part
of each of us, and in truth,
they are.”

It was truly an honor that
both the Buddhist Churches of
America and the Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawaii be a
part of the Vesak Celebration
at the White House.

Ms. Dixey, at the end of
her message, said, “May each
of us carry the inspiration and
spirit of Vesak into our every-
day lives. May we embrace the
beautiful qualities that the
Buddha has shown us to build
a brighter and kinder future
for all Americans, guided by
the timeless qualities of love,
compassion and mutual un-
derstanding. By lighting this
lamp today, we send a mes-
sage of peace and harmony
that will resonate throughout
the world.”

You can watch the entire
service from the White House
on YouTube: https://www.
youtube.com/live/3V1ZwCAg
Qs?si=2dClevzdPvppZzFu

Jetf Wilson

Continued from Page 2

movement, regionalism, eco-
nomics, rituals and Buddhist
engagement with social, envi-
ronmental and political is-
sues.

He is the author of six
previous titles including
“Buddhism of the Heart: Re-
flections on Shin Buddhism
and Inner Togetherness.”

In 2010, he was the Bloom-
Futaba lecturer when he de-
livered a speech on “Shin

Buddhism: An American Reli-
gion” and he was Buddhist
Studies Center’s summer ses-
sion speaker on “Mindfulness
and Buddhism in America” in
2016.

Dr. George Tanabe, pro-
fessor emeritus of the Depart-
ment of Religion at the Uni-
versity of Hawaii and
President of BDK America
will emcee the session.

Bloom-Futaba lectures are
offered without charge but
donations are welcome. They
are largely funded by the Fut-
aba Memorial Lecture Fund,
the UH Foundation, Milander

Fund and Honpa Hongwanji
Hawaii Betsuin.

The series is endowed by
Dr. Alfred and Mrs. Dorothy
N. Bloom to honor the memo-
ry of their friend, Professor
Kenko Futaba, a noted Shin
Buddhist scholar who served
as President of Ryukoku Uni-
versity from 1983 to 1995.

After Oct. 6, a Zoom link
will be available to register at
https://hawaiibetsuin.org/
calendar.

After Oct. 20, a recording
of the session will be avail-
able on the Hawaii Betsuin
YouTube channel.
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Hongwanji-ha Calls for End to Warfare in Middle East

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii would like to
share the Statement calling for an immediate ceasefire
and an end to warfare between Israel and Hamas pre-
sented by Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha in Kyoto, Japan.
The statement was released on November 23, 2023.

n Russia’s aggressive invasion of Ukraine on
O February 24, 2022, we, the Jodo Shinshu
Hongwanji-ha Buddhist organization adopted
the following resolution on the occasion of our an-
nual General Assembly (March 4, 2022): “As people
of Japan, the only nation that has been hit by atomic
bombs, as Buddhists who cherish every life, and as
Nembutsu followers who aspire for peace across the
world, we condemn this aggression by disapproving
the self-righteous excuses made by the authoritarian
government. As learning from human history, we
wish for this war to end at once.” Sadly, we must re-
state this passage once again as another armed con-
flict takes place.
Triggered by Hamas’ October 7, 2023 missile at-
tack, the warfare between Israel and Hamas has

brought about a hellish situation to the Gaza Strip. A
devastating attack by Israeli military of a hospital in
Gaza City has stood out as an outrageous example of
warfare’s cruelty and unlawfulness. This is a battle
between armed forces who use unarmed civilians as
their human shield and the world’s leading powerful
military who doesn’t mind victimizing those people.
Lost in such battle are civilians’ lives, many of whom
are women and children. As of November 11, it was
reported that 11,000 people have been killed, of
which more than 40 percent or 4,506 were children.
During a November 6 interview, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres described the situation saying,
“Gaza is becoming a graveyard for children” and
hearing so has struck our hearts greatly.

Shinran, the founder of the Jodo Shinshu teach-
ing had also lived during a warring age in which
many people suffered. Identifying himself as one [of]
them, he described the most marginalized people as,
“they are . . . none other than we who are like stones
and tiles and pebbles.” Shinran never wished for his
own happiness only, and in reference to himself and

others as “we,” represents his deep feeling of bond
with all humanity tied together through the Nem-
butsu teaching. Itis a matter of course, that we would
like to have his teaching as the basis of our lives, but
it is also necessary for us to learn from his way of
living.

As the saying goes, “Nobody wins a war.” In the
first of the Forty-eight Vows that says, “there should
not be hell, the realm of hungry spirits, or the realm
of animals in my land,” Amida Tathagata pledged to
guide us to a world that is free from suffering. As
Nembutsu followers who have encountered this Bud-
dha’s wish, we naturally come to aspire for a world in
which everyone can live in peace and harmony. In
accord with the Buddha‘s vow, in consideration of
those who have been suffering from this battle, we
call for immediate ceasefire and an end of war.

November 23, 2023

Governor General IKEDA Gyoshin
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha

Urasenke Grand Tea Master Pays Homage to Lahaina Wildfire Victims

BY DIANA SALTOON-BRIGGS
AND GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
SPECIAL TO KA LEO KAHEA

special memorial
Japanese tea ceremo-
ny, a kenchashiki or

tea offering, took place at
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission
to remember Maui wildfire
victims on July 13.

The ceremony was con-
ducted by Urasenke Grand
Tea Master Dr. Ho‘unsai Sen
Genshitsu Daisosho in con-
junction with Chado Urasen-
ke Maui Association with
help and support from sister
organizations  throughout
Hawaii.

At 101 years old, Dr. Sen
presented a somber, yet ele-
gant service that touched the
hearts of everyone present
at the temple.

In his lectures, Dr. Sen
emphasizes how tea ceremo-
ny is rooted in the study and

practice of chado and its four
principles of harmony, re-
spect, purity and tranquility.

To Dr. Sen, what is im-
portant is the human heart,
to go beyond the self and ex-
tend “a warm hand” to others
who are also suffering.

“The tea used in chado is
green, a color that soothes
the heart and soul,” he said
to those gathered to reflect
upon and support those af-
fected by the wildfires.

He hoped those receiving
the tea would pause and
“observe the green color be-
fore drinking the tea to trea-
sure that greenness and
peace within it.”

Born and based in Kyoto,
Dr. Sen is the 15th genera-
tion Grand Master of
Urasenke, one of the most
widely known schools of
Chado, the Way of Tea.

In 1949, he received the
title Hounsai, (B E).

After World War II, he
began extensive travels in-
cluding an association with
the University of Hawaii. He
has donated tea houses and
tea rooms worldwide, creat-
ing a network of Interna-
tional Chado Associations
with the intention of spread-
ing peace through a bowl of
tea.

Japan’s Ministry of For-
eign Affairs named him the
Japan-U.S Goodwill ambas-
sador and he later served as
advisor to the ministry after
holding consular posts for
Peru and Portugal in Kyoto.

Upon his retirement, his
son, Zabosai Sen Soshitsu
succeeded him and Dr. Sen
discontinued using his Sos-
hitsu name, taking the name
Sen Genshitsu.

His son, Zabosai, the 16th
Sen Soshitsu, is married to
Masako Sen, formerly Prin-
cess Masako of Mikasa,

Courtesy of Brooke Auchincloss

Urasenke Grand Tea Master Dr. Ho'unsai Sen, left, offers a bowl
of tea to Wailuku Hongwanji Mission’s Rev. Shinkai Murakami
in a tea ceremony to remember Maui's victims of the wildfire.

granddaughter of Emperor
Taisho.

Diana Saltoon-Briggs is an
author, poet, media assistant

and a member of the Urasenke
Maui Tankokai (Association)
of Chado, the Way of the Tea.
She is a licensed instructor of
Chado.

Jikoen Remembers a

BY PETE DOKTOR
JIKOEN HONGWANJI MISSION

ikoen Hongwanji Mission

held its 2024 annual “Irei

no Hi Okinawa Peace

emorial’commemoration

on June 23 to honor the hun-
dreds of thousands of lives
lost in hellish Battle of Oki-
nawa and to “console the
souls of the war dead” and
recommit ourselves to peace
in the hope that such horrors
of war are not repeated.

A uniquely Okinawa Me-
morial Day, Irei no Hi recog-
nizes the dignity of each hu-
man life lost regardless of
nationality or status, and does
not idolize military deaths
over those of civilians who
made up the majority of casu-
alties — almost one in three
Okinawans who perished
from this war.

This legacy was expressed
through stories, song, dance
and art.

The program focused on
the tragedy of the cargo-pas-
senger ship Tsushima Maru
on its 80th anniversary when,
as it was evacuating school
children from Okinawa to
Nagasaki, it was torpedoed by
the USS Bowfin, which now
sits in the USS Bowfin Subma-
rine Museum and Park at

Pearl Harbor.

Senior officials of the Tsu-
shima Maru Museum in Naha
joined the program live via
Zoom from Okinawa during
the event, including Ma-
sakatsu Takara, one of the 59
students out of 1,788 civilians
who survived the attack. He
shared recollections of his
ordeal and his ikigai or life
purpose, to end war and seek
peaceful co-existence.

Memorial attendees at Jik-
oen were asked by a show of
hands if they had ever heard
of the Tsushima Maru com-
pared to the Titanic, in which
fewer died in the luxury liner.
The disparity spoke to soci-
ety’s historical biases.
Setsuko Yamazato, another
war survivor who spoke in a
pre-recorded interview from
Ishigaki Island, not far from
Taiwan, recalled surviving
the malaria outbreak and
starvation that killed more
people than the bullets fired
during and after the war.

She described the fears
that Okinawans continue to
live with, as evacuation drills
have resumed, more military
have occupied the tiny islands
and residents increasingly
consider themselves a target.
The Ryukyu Kingdom was
first militarized by Imperial

Photo Courtesy of Wayne Shinbara
At Jikoen Hongwaniji Mission's annual “Irei no Hi,” videographer
Oren Tsutsujmi, left, connected with four members of the
Okinawa Museum in Naha via Zoom.

Japan in 1879.

The survivors’ testimonies
echoed what was expressed at
the official Irei no Hi in Oki-
nawa this year in Ryukyuan
language: “Nuchi du Takara:
Life is Our Treasure,” and
that we must protect life by
opposing threats to it like
war. With Okinawa being
used across generations for
wars and preparations for the
next one gears up, Okinawans
feel war has never ended, but
is kept alive through the se-
mi-permanent military occu-
pation.

Jikoen resident minister
Rev. Shindo Nishiyama, in his
Dharma talk said, “War
doesn’t create anything. War
only creates suffering, sor-
row and hatred, and destroys
human dignity.”

The event was far from a
mere history lesson, but of-
fered a message to the world.

Members of the Hawai‘i
Okinawa Alliance including
Chihiro Komine, Rinda Ya-
mashiro and Kozue Uehara,
my former graduate students
who are now teachers and
professors, set up an exten-

Tragic War and Hopes for Peace

sive visual display depicting
the Battle of Okinawa from
invasion to occupation.

Also participating at the
program were representa-
tives from the Hawai'i for
Palestine Coalition, including
Syrian-Jordanian Ma'en Hal-
awani who shared a du’a, or
prayer that was sheer poetry
for the oppressed, and Pales-
tinian guest speaker Ma'an
Odah who expressed solidari-
ty with an aspiration for
peace and merciful justice.

The event closed with in-
cense offering as Rev. Nishi-
yama chanted the Juseige and
a community art peace proj-
ect allowed participants to
write messages of peace and
solidarity to Okinawa on the
leaves of a mock maile lei. It
will be donated to the Tsushi-
ma Maru Museum along with
donations from the event.

Donations to Palestinian
families were also encour-
aged, as many have been ex-
periencing symptoms similar
to Tsushima Maru survivors
every day.

The memorial program
may be viewed on Jikoen
Hongwanji Mission’s You-
Tube page under the title
“Annual Irei no Hi Okinawa
Peace Memorial: A Requiem
for All War Dead.”

A variety of Dharma messages are available online in English, Japanese and on YouTube.
Moiliili Hongwanji Mission's “The White Way" broadcasts are available at www.moiliilihongwanji.org/radio-broadcasts.
Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin's Japanese-language Dharma talks are archived on hawaiibetsuin.org/multimedia-category/Japanese-language.
And video messages are on the HHMH YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/@HonpaHongwanjiMissionofHawaii
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YESS Camp Bounces Back, Even Better Than Before

After four years on hiatus, the annual three-day event drew a diverse group with common interests

Editor’s Note: Rev. Kerry Ki-
yohara, resident minister of
Makawao Hongwanji Mission,
was guest speaker over the 2024
Memorial Day weekend’s YESS
Camp 40 at Buddhist Study Cen-
ter. The three-day long event
drew 17 registered campers in-
cluding two from Maui and four
from Hawaii Island. A staff of 12
aides and seven counselors
pitched in to coordinate the
camp, the first in-person one
since 2019. Rev. Kiyohara re-
counted his experience in
Makawao Hongwanji’s June
newsletter:

BY REV. KERRY KIYOHARA
MAKAWAO HONGWANJI
MISSION

aunched 40 years ago
L by the late Rev. Sandra

Hiramatsu, the Young
Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers
camp is a unique opportunity
for young people to expand
their community, experience
the Dharma and have funin a
welcoming, open and safe en-
vironment.

Remarkably, the camp co-
directors, staff and cabin
counselors were all YESS
campers themselves, so it was
also a chance for people to
reconnect with old friends.

The three-day schedule
was absolutely packed with
activities that fostered new
connections through interac-
tion, games, skits, KP duties
(serving food/cleaning up),
cooperative activities, service
projects, religious searches
and Dharma talks by a Hong-
wanji minister.

Courtesy of Emi Hashi

YESS Camp counselor Cristina Gervais, right, lead the group in morning stretches.

The energy level was in-
credible and almost immedi-
ately, the diverse group of
campers were one sangha
community, using each oth-
er’s names, watching out for
each other, talking story,
laughing as they discovered
common interests.

I was most impressed by
the creativity of the campers:
They were artists, writers,
mathematicians (!), actors,
natural leaders and “shy” kids
who revealed hidden talents
much to everyone’s surprise.

The discussion groups I
observed were surprisingly
profound with everyone shar-
ing their thoughts on the in-
sights and ideas of Buddhism
and the nuances of Jodo Shin-

shu Buddhism, after each of
the four Dharma talks I gave.

In the evenings, there
were cabin-level group dis-
cussions facilitated by coun-
selors with a list of talking
points to encourage sharing
and bonding.

The skits created, staged
and performed by the camp-
ers were hilarious and free
time was filled with old-fash-
ioned card games, board
games, drawing on chalk
boards — amazingly, no one
was playing with their phones
— everyone was having real
fun with real people in real
time.

Campers spent two hours
in the hot Honolulu sun clean-
ing up the Moi‘li‘ili Japanese

Cemetery which was restored
and is maintained by volun-
teers.

One camper said they felt
“peaceful and happy” collect-
ing old flowers, refilling in-
cense burners and emptying
trash receptacles.

When camp leaders ex-
plained the objectives of the
service project, the young
people immediately self-orga-
nized, agreed who was going
to do what and went off to ac-
complish the tasks — all the
while talking, laughing and
having fun.

But as for me, I was sweat-
ing after the first two minutes,
but deeply grateful for the
opportunity to reconnect at
the cemetery. My wife, Mimy

and I lived in the neighbor-
hood from 2013 to 2017 and
we saw first-hand the trans-
formation from an almost
abandoned cemetery to a
beautifully restored and re-
landscaped space maintained
by families and the greater
community.

Our friend, Ann Nakata
from Mo6i‘li‘ili Hongwanji has
been deeply involved restor-
ing the cemetery from the be-
ginning as is Laura Ruby, rec-
ognized as a Living Treasure
of Hawaii for her inspiring
leadership and work.

YESS Camp is a shining
example of what the Hong-
wanji can be in young people’s
lives — a defining experience
of the Buddha, Dharma and
Sangha in the Hongwanji tra-
dition. Everyone is welcome
just as they are and together,
learn not only “how to get
along with people who are
different,” but also to talk sto-
ry, laugh and have fun.

Years later, original camp-
ers keep coming back to help.
Alan Matsumoto from Kona
Hongwanji keeps saying, “I'm
going to retire from YESS
Camp,” but he keeps coming
back to help every year for the
past 36 years.

I am deeply grateful to the
people who worked so hard,
especially Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawaii’s Children
and Youth Activities Special-
ist Emi Hashi, camp co-chairs
Cristina Gervais and Dwight
Matsuo for bringing the YESS
Camp experience back to life,
bouncing back even better
than before.

PBA Graduates 13 Seniors in Its First Post-Covid Class

‘They came to us in August . . . and we didn’t get to see their faces until spring’

BY JOSH HERNANDEZ
MORSE
PBA HEAD OF SCHOOL

nder the spotlight
beaming at the lectern
of the Moanalua Per-

forming Arts Center on May
19, 2024, Class of 2024 Valedic-
torian Mari Miyasato delivered
the punchline of her valedic-
tion: “Every present moment I
shared with you, classmates,”
she intoned, “if I could live
them again, I would go back
and appreciate each of them
the way they deserved. But I'm
only me, and I tell each of you
now, I cherish you in this mo-
ment, just the way you are.
One lane, many roads.”

Not long after delivering
her speech, Mari and the 12
other candidates for gradua-
tion received their diplomas,
joining some 268 previous
graduates of Pacific Buddhist
Academy.

“The Class of 2024 was
small in number but great in
influence,” said Head of
School Josh Hernandez Morse.
“When they came to us in Au-
gust 2020, we had just com-
pleted revising our Covid-19
guidelines yet again. We didn’t
really get to see their faces un-
til the following spring. But
they persevered, saw us
through to the other side, and
gave great leadership to the
school community.”

Mr. Hernandez Morse’s
keynote address described the
Class of 2024 as “companion-
able.” He highlighted how
each of the 13 graduates had

Courtesy of Alan Kubota

Celebrating with Pacific Buddhist Academy's Class of 2024 were Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, left,
school chaplain Rev. Blayne Nakasone Sakata, back row, and Head of School Josh Hernandez
Morse, right. Proud PBA graduates were Jenny and Leilani Chang, Mari Miyasato and Angelina
Ka'ai, front; Lycan De Vol, Sophia Price, Mone Sugimoto and Vance Maruya, middle row, and
Rintaro Kawai, Ryan Lim, James Robinson, David Burkett and Jaden Peckham, back row.

guided the school through
thick and thin in ways direct
and indirect.

“The Class of 2024 was re-
ally remarkable,” said Admis-
sions Director Blanche Yar-
nell. “Thad launched the Social
Media Ambassadors Club a
few years before they joined
the school. Mari and the Chang
sisters really took our social
media messaging to new lev-
els. They set the bar high for
future classes.”

“T couldn’t agree more
about the Class of 2024’s influ-
ence,” said Advancement Di-
rector Megan Lee. “They were
phenomenal interviewing this
year’s honorees for the Light-
ing Our Way Banquet. I'm al-
ways nervous taking the stu-

dents to speak face-to-face
with community heavy hitters
like the CEOs of Hawaii Gas,
KUPU, the East-West Center,
and Rev. and Mrs. Eric Matsu-
moto. These students hit it out
of the park.”

In addition to the Valedic-
torian Award presented to
Mari, Jenny Chang accepted
the Salutatorian Award for the
second highest GPA. At the
Baccalaureate Service, Sophia
Price, Mone Sugimoto, Rintaro
Kawai, and Vance Maruya re-
ceived the Hongwanji Award
from Jodo Shinshu Honwangji-
ha for best emulating the vir-
tues of the Six Paramitas.

At the Baccalaureate Ser-
vice, Mari Miyasato received
the Dolphin Award for the

Hongwanji Mission School
and Pacific Buddhist Academy
graduate starting at Hongwanji
Mission School from his/her
preschool years. She also re-
ceived the Dr. Albert Miyasato
Award for best representing
leadership, intellect, and spirit
in the service of peace from
Dr. Miyasato’s daughter Leigh-
Ann Miyasato at the Com-
mencement Exercise.

PBA Trustee JoAnn Yo-
semori was on hand to give the
Chikai and Chihoko Yosemori
Award for the student best
representing independent
thinking to Rintaro Kawai dur-
ing Commencement.

And PBA Board Chair Eu-
gene Nishimura bestowed the
Shinichi and Onao Kurisu

Saito Award for the student
best representing persever-
ance and diligence to Jenny
Chang, while sister Leilani
Chang received the Kono
Foundation Award for the stu-
dent best representing the
spirit of dana, or selfless giv-
ing.

“I'm really excited to see
what this group accomplishes
in their future,” said Dean of
Students Liane Viloria.

“They are a group of inno-
vators and adventurers,” said
Mr. Hernandez Morse. “This
was the crew that brought
back the Gratitude Tours of
the Buddhist Club. Some 10 of
13 of this crew were members
of the Buddhist Club. They are
irrepressible.”

And even the graduates
who will travel further afield
of Hawaii have designs on re-
turning. Valedictorian Mari
Miyasato, for example, headed
to Seattle University for SU’s
program in elementary educa-
tion, hopes to one day work
for her elementary school
alma mater Hongwanji Mis-
sion School.

“My elementary school
teachers had such a profound
influence on me,” she said.
“I'm excited and scared to
leave the islands, but with my
family networks here, and all
of the deep relationships I
have with my friends and
teachers, I look forward to the
chance to give back to the
place that raised me. Attend-
ing Hongwanji Mission School
and Pacific Buddhist Academy
was a wonderful adventure.”
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NEWS FROM THE SANGHAS

Lumbini at 60, Dragons Fighting Cancer, Scouts Visit ‘The Wall’

An abbreviated look at news
and temples from around
Hawai‘i. Updates of interest
may be sent to newsletter@hon-
pahi.org

OAHU

Jikoen Hongwanji Mis-
sion’s Lumbini Preschool cel-
ebrated its 60th anniversary

with a tidal wave of color,
song, dance, games and ac-
tivities, organized by Rev.
Shindo and Mrs. Suzue Nishi-
yama.

Jikoen co-president Pieper
Toyama honored the Rev. Jik-
ai Yamasato and his wife, Ha-
ruko who started the pre-
school in 1964 and named it
Lumbini after the garden in
which Shakyamuni Buddha
was born more than 2,500
years ago.

Mrs. Chihoko Yosemori
who worked tirelessly to
strengthen the program,
along with 11 teachers on the
staff were also recognized.

A May Day program com-
plete with kahili and
ho‘okupu bearers, the blow-
ing of the conch shell or pt
and the solemn, regal pres-
ence of Queen Kaley Salcedo
and King Kingston Hill pre-
ceded the anniversary pro-
gram.

O

At the last minute, the
Blood Bank of Hawaii sud-
denly needed a host when one
of its scheduled collection
sites unexpectedly cancelled.
Luckily they found one at
Mililani Hongwanji.

Using the large Education
Building on the temple
grounds, the Blood Bank set
up at 5:30 a.m. on June 15, got
the word out to prospective
donors and the event went on
as planned, winding up a
huge success.

Then Mililani’s board of
directors voted to allow the
Blood Bank to use the build-
ing to hold its regular monthly
collections through the end of
the year on Sept. 14, Oct. 12,
Nov. 16 and Dec. 14.

“Community organiza-
tions are the driving force
that don’t just keep the Blood
Bank afloat, but move them
toward a better tomorrow,”
Mililani’s President Rene
Mansho said. “We appreciate
making a commitment to sav-
ing lives and giving priceless
moments to local patients and
their ‘ohana.”

Hawai‘i’s Blood Bank, par-
ticularly during the summer
months, faces an urgent need
for donors, particularly plate-
let and Type O blood.

Rev. Shindo and Mrs. Suzue Nishiyama spearheaded the
60th anniversary of Jikoen Hongwanji's Lumbini Preschool

celebration.

MeHbers of Wailuku
Hongwaniji's Troop 49 paid

a visit to the Wall That Heals
earlier this year. Dominic
Rabago, above, completed

a "name rubbing” of the late
Dan Bullock, a 15-year-old
who lied on his application
to join the military. Below,
Matthew Yang proudly stood
next to his grandfather's
boots in a special display.

Pearl City Hongwanji’s
BWA won the grand prize
when the Oahu United Honpa
Hongwanji BWA conference
and seminar was held at

Waipahu Hongwanji Mission
last fall.

The prize?

A “bokashi” composting
kit, complete with bucket and
starter microorganisms, do-
nated by Chief Operating Of-
ficer of EM (effective micro-
organisms) Hawaii, Chikako
Nago, who demonstrated the
system that converts kitchen
food waste into useful, odor-
less compostable material for
gardens.

The Pearl City BWA do-
nated the unitto their temple’s
kitchen, members are con-
tributing kitchen scraps and
president Miles Tamura’s du-
ties now include overseeing
composting.

MAUI

For members of Wailuku
Hongwanji’s Troop 49, this
year’s Scout Sunday will be
one they won'’t soon forget. A
major highlight was a visit to
“The Wall That Heals,” the
three-quarter-sized replica of
the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial exhibit in Washington
D.C.

Currently on tour to 31
U.S. cities, the traveling piece
began 2024 by making its first
stop in Hawaii, starting at
Hilo Bayfront then moving to
Maui, to Wailuku’s War Me-
morial Complex.

The Scouts heard a lecture
on the draft system, in the
‘60s, listened to stories about
volunteers who served and
made the ultimate sacrifice,
they did rubbings of soldiers’
names and saw memorabilia
which added dimension to
their understanding of histo-
ry.

In September, the Wall
That Heals will be in Ohio and
Connecticut followed by stops
in Virginia, South Carolina
and Georgia, closing out the
year in Florida in November.

Jr. YBA Convenes in Wailuku

addressed the group.

Courtesy of Ora Scott Photography
United Jr. Young Buddhist Association of Maui hosted the 67th Jr. YBA State Convention at
Wailuku Hongwaniji from June 21-23, 2024. The event brought together youth from across

the state who formed new connections, strengthened old ones and conducted organizational
business including passage of two key resolutions to foster connections across Buddhist
denominations and enhancing inclusivity. Yuki Lei Sugimura, vice-chair of Maui County Council,

Jana Ogle's logo of a toothy
dragon adorned headbands
as Lihue Hongwaniji's
Dharma Dragons returned to
American Cancer Society's
Relay for Life walkathon.

O

Members from all of
Maui’s four Jodo Shinshu
temples — Lahaina, Kahului,
Makawao and Wailuku —
gathered at Makawao Hong-
wanji Mission in May to cele-
brate the birth of Shinran
Shonin.

Following morning ser-
vice, activities in the social
hall began with Stacy Nikaiko
teaching the new “Lantern
Song” bon dance, youngsters
then took part in games and
crafts, an “ice cake” was
served and the annual Corn-
hole Tournament took place.

After a hard-fought battle,
Kahului was declared cham-
pions of 2024’s Maui Fujimat-
suri Cornhole Tournament.

Bento lunches, dessert
and lots of talk story time
closed the celebration.

KAUAI

For the 14th year in a row,
Lihue Hongwanji Mission
sponsored its Dharma Drag-
ons team at American Cancer
Society’s Relay for Life on
Aug. 17, 2024

Lynne Matsumura and
James Yamamoto served as
co-captains of the 21-member
team, raising more than
$7,000 even before they began
their six-hour long relay at
Vidinha Soccer Field.

The team sold luminaria
for $5 in memory of family
and friends who have lost
their battles to cancer, sold
dinners, baked goods and
craft items on the day of the
event and set up an online
donation program.

Relay for Life’s 2024
theme, “Knock Cancer Off the
Board,” refers to a chess game
but the Lihue Dharma Drag-
ons took the theme even fur-
ther. They borrowed a large
game board from their pre-
school and chose “Connect 4
to Beat Cancer” and played a

game on the field with chil-
dren wearing Dharma Dragon
headbands.

Jana Ogle, now a profes-
sional artist, designed the
Dharma Dragons logo when
she was still in high school.
Even during Covid, the team
managed to field a modified
team of relayers since 2012.

HAWAI‘l ISLAND

Puna Hongwanji Mission
has taken an innovative step
to both help two local busi-
nesses while increasing the
temple’s income.

When police began en-
forcing an ordinance prohib-
iting roadside vendors in
Kea‘au, Puna’s board voted to
offer vendors a chance to use
the temple parking lot to sell
fresh-caught fish and Mexi-
can food.

Hilo-based Ellie Girl Fish-
ing (named after their dog)
has been renting space for the
past year and as word spread,
their fresh catches — mostly
ahi, ono, marlin and ma-
himahi — quickly sold out.

At $20 a bag, two bags for
$30, local residents have been
quickly buying and raving
over the quality and easy ac-
cess to fresh-caught fish for
poké and sashimi.

Using only one local com-
mercial vessel, Ellie Girl Fish-
ing specializes in hand line
and troll caught fishing,
mainly pelagic (open ocean)
and reef-caught fish, thus fol-
lowing sustainable practices.
And they are a state-certified
business.

More recently, Da Hawa-
icanos Taqueria has set up in
the parking lot behind Longs
Drugs to offer their Mexican
and local cuisine.

Vendors pay the temple a
nominal fee each day that
they operate.

O

Honpa Hongwanji Hilo
Betsuin briefly brought back
its Friday Movie Nights this
spring, sponsored by its
Board of Buddhist Education.

In the Social Hall, on the
big screen, a dozen fans
watched  “Zatoichi  Chal-
lenged,” which is ranked in
the Top Five best among the
26 “Zatoichi” films.

Younger film buffs who
preferred their movies with-
out blood or samurai donned
their hot pink dresses, sweat-
ers and blouses to watch
“Barbie” on a smaller screen
in an annex room.

Everyone was treated to
hotdogs, soft drinks, popcorn,
arare and chips.

!n!nwmenl !un!
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HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII'S TRIPLE CELEBRATION

Welcome! It’s Time to Celebrate and Share the Nembutsu

TRIPLE CELEBRATION
FINAL SCHEDULE

Saturday, September 7, 2024

850th Anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth &

800th Anniversary of the Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching
9:00 am-10:00 am Registration

10:00 am-11:00 am Commemorative Service (Shinsei Gohonden Saho in
commemoration of the 850th Anniversary of

Shinran Shonin’s Birth & 800th Anniversary of the
Establishment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching)

Break

Keynote Speaker: Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji

11:00 am -11:15 am
11:15am -12:15 pm

12:15 pm -2:00 pm Lunch
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Workshop |
3:30 pm-4:00 pm Break
4:00 pm-5:00 pm Workshop Il

5:00 pm Hotel Check-in

Sunday, September 8, 2024

135th Anniversary of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
7:00 am-7:30 am Choir Rehearsal
7:30 am-8:30 am Buffet Breakfast
9:00 am-10:00 am HHMH 135th Anniversary Commemorative Service
10:00 am-10:15 am Break
10:15am -11:30 am Panel Discussion
“Sharing the Joy of Nembutsu Together”

11:30 am -12:00 pm  Closing

A Few Tips

Parking: Validations for cars parked at Ala Moana Hotel avail-
able at the Convention Registration desk outside the Hibiscus
Room.

Restrooms: In addition to seven Women’s restrooms near the
Hibiscus Room shown in the map at right, six more are on the
Lobby level mauka of hotel registration, and five are on the Third
Floor next to Cafe Dada with more inside the Fitness Center.
(Room key card required for Fitness Center access.)

Ala Moana Center Dining: More than 125 choices— 34 sit-
down restaurants; 40 fast food and casual restaurants in three
food courts (Makai Market, the Lanai and the Mall); 47 offer light
snacks and drinks.

Grocery stores — Foodland Farms and Nijiya Market offer
prepared meals To-Go.

All four major department stores (Bloomingdale’s, Macy’s,
Neiman Marcus and Nordstrom) feature restaurants in their
stores.

Ala Moana Hotel Dining:

Cafe 410 outside lobby entrance: Breakfast from 6:30 to 10
am. Thursday and Friday; 7 to 10:30 am. Saturday and Sunday.

Cafe at Dada on Third Floor: Sandwiches and breakfast all
day, take-out available. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily.

Pint + Jigger off lobby: Cocktails, craft beers, burgers, Scotch
eggs. Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to midnight (kitchen closes at 11
p.m.); Friday and Saturday from 4:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. (kitchen
closes at midnight)

Signature Prime Steak and Seafood: Fine dining with views
of the beach, ocean and park from the 36th floor. Reservations
suggested. Open nightly from 4:30 to 10 p.m.

Starbucks in the lobby: From 5:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; beer and
wine served from 9 a.m. to closing.

Greetings From Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani

With a profound sense of
joy and gratitude for the count-
less causes and conditions that
brought us together, I would
like to welcome you to the Tri-
ple Celebration in commemo-
ration of the 850th Anniversary
of the Birth of Shinran Shonin,
the 800th Anniversary of the
Establishment of the Jodo
Shinshu Teaching, and the
135th Anniversary of the Hon-
pa Hongwanji Mission of Ha-
waii.

I am really excited about
this amazing opportunity! As
someone who has served as a
minister in Hawaii for more
than two decades, I can’t help
but express my profound re-
spect and gratitude to all the
ministers and sangha mem-
bers of the HHMH for their
sacrifices, dedications and
contributions to the spread of
Jodo Shinshu teaching over
the last 135 years. Through
their unwavering commit-
ment and perseverance, the
Hongwanji temples took firm

roots in Hawai‘i as “abodes of
Light and Love,” as described
by Bishop Yemyo Imamura.

Those who entered our
temples took refuge in the
Light of Wisdom and Compas-
sion of Amida Buddha and
lived their lives to the fullest in
the face of challenges while
reciting the Nembutsu with
their family and friends. We
owe them a tremendous debt
of gratitude.

We have all been raised in
different environments, have
different values and lead dif-
ferent lives. Sometimes, those
differences bring conflict and
division. However the teach-
ings of the Nembutsu make us
aware of our self-centeredness
and we encounter the warmth
of Amida’s Compassion which
promises to embrace all be-
ings. We are taught that all
people, ourselves and others,
live their precious and unre-
peatable lives within the Great
Compassion.

Today, we are gathered for

agrand celebration. I sincerely
hope that through the Triple
Celebration, each of us will
reaffirm the warmth of life
and the power of intercon-
nectedness and share the joy
of Nembutsu together: our liv-
ing heart of gratitude.

Finally, I would like to ac-
knowledge the Triple Celebra-
tion Steering Committee
members for their dedication
and hard work in coordinating
and carrying out this event.
They have dedicated many
hours to planning, and I am
truly grateful and proud of
their contribution to making
this celebration possible.

To all the participants,
please enjoy the wonderful
experience of the Triple Cele-
bration!

Namo Amida Butsu

In Gassho,

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani
Bishop

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawaii

Late Changes and Additions

Previously announced as a Continental
Breakfast, Sunday morning’s breakfast will
be a Buffet Breakfast from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m.

in the Hibiscus Room.

After Sunday’s Commemoration Service
and a brief break, the Panel Discussion on
“Sharing the Joy of Nembutsu Together” will
feature Rev. Ai Hironaka of Lahaina and Ka-

son

hului Hongwanji and Dan K. Thompson,
brother of the late Kahu Sherman Thomp-

They will join Edythe Vassall of Honpa
Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin. The panel will be
moderated by Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji, min-
ister of Southern Alameda County Buddhist
Church in Union City, California.



