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NEW YEAR’S GREETINGS FROM HIS EMINENCE GOMONSHU KOJUN OHTANI

Happy New Year! At the beginning of the New Year, | would like to
extend my warm regards to you all.

As in previous years, many people throughout the world have been
affected by natural disasters, including earthquakes, floods, and forest
fires. | would like to offer my deepest condolences to all who have
perished in those calamities. | would also like to express my sympathies
to those who are still coping with the dire situations. It is my sincere
hope that all who have been affected will soon be able to return to
normalcy.

In addition to the continuing Russian invasion of Ukraine that began in
February 2022, armed conflict in the Middle East since October 2023

\,J has intensified, putting a toll on civilians. As Buddhists, let us embrace
the words of Sakyamuni Buddha that “Everyone fears violence and is scared of death. In consideration of
all life, do not kill and do not make others kill.”

We, as human beings who have received life in this world, shall have our human rights equally guaranteed
regardless of reason, and must never have our lives threatened. However in reality, conflicts and terrorist
attacks have occurred everywhere in the world and for many people, their right to live and exist has been
threatened. As Buddhists as well as Nembutsu followers who aspire to achieve peace, we must keep
seriously in our hearts the words of Sakyamuni Buddha as well as Shinran Shonin who aspired for a
peaceful world in pursuing our endeavor of contributing toward world peace and security.

Through the Jodo Shinshu teaching, we are guided to appreciate Amida Buddha’s working that enables us
to become aware of our true self. Being caught up in our self-centered thinking and desires, we are unable
to accept the Universal Truth of dependent origination and impermanence, and that is why we constantly
suffer from our human desires.

Unable to leave us in such a state, Amida Buddha continuously works to lead us to the Dharma. By
regarding each individual as a fellow traveler following the same path being guided and embraced by
Amida Buddha, we are enabled to respect and help each other while courageously coping with difficult
social issues. Let us continue listening and appreciating Amida Buddha’s working as Buddhist followers
while cherishing each and every day.

January 1, 2025 OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha
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NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI

As we stand at the threshold of 2025, | am filled with profound gratitude for the
Sangha of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii and the spiritual journey we
continue to share. The theme for this year, "Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating
Awareness," reflects not only our collective aspiration but also our personal
commitment to deepening our connection with Amida Buddha and fostering a

more profound awareness in every aspect of our lives.

The Nembutsu, "Namo Amida Butsu," is much more than a simple recitation. It
is the living embodiment of Amida Buddha's all-embracing Compassion, a
compassion that transcends all boundaries we create. No one is left behind. No
one is excluded from Amida Buddha’s deepest aspiration to save all beings. In
this truth, we find solace and strength, knowing that no matter our imperfections or struggles, we are
always embraced by the boundless Wisdom and Compassion of Amida Buddha.

I, too, wrestle with my limitations—foolishness, selfishness, ignorance, and the tendency to judge or
discriminate against others. These failings often cloud my perspective, narrowing my view of the world
and of others. Yet, despite these limitations, | am continually reminded that Amida’s Compassion does
not waver. The Nembutsu is my anchor, a reminder that | am welcomed just as | am into the warmth of
Amida Buddha’s embrace. My heart and mind are nurtured in this space, and in turn, my Nembutsu
becomes a living expression of joy, gratitude, and humility for the life | live within this Compassion.

As we are nurtured by Amida’s Compassionate voice, we are also called to cultivate awareness. This
awareness is not merely intellectual or passive; it is a dynamic and active practice that calls us to wake up
to the reality of our interconnectedness. It invites us to see the world with clearer eyes, to recognize the
oneness of all life, and to develop a deeper understanding of the truths that shape our existence.

In today’s world, where distractions and self-centeredness abound, cultivating awareness becomes even
more crucial. It helps us move beyond the narrow confines of our personal concerns, allowing us to see
the interdependence of all beings. It teaches us to live more mindfully, to understand the suffering of
others, and to act with greater compassion. The gift of the Nembutsu is this awareness—an invitation to
step forward, to embrace others with open hearts, and to recognize that we are all held within the same
Compassionate Light.

Let us renew our commitment to live a life of Nembutsu. Let us nurture our hearts and minds by
participating in temple services and activities, deepening our relationships with the Sangha, and listening
to the Dharma. In doing so, we not only deepen our appreciation of the Nembutsu but also cultivate an
awareness that allows us to live more fully and purposefully.

As we step forward into 2025, let us move together with hearts full of joy and gratitude infused with
awareness. Let us share the joy of Nembutsu with everyone we encounter, and through our mindful living,
let us help to build a world that is more compassionate, more aware, and more connected.

| wish each and every one of you a joyful and peaceful New Year. May the light of Amida Buddha continue
to shine upon us and guide us always.

Namo Amida Butsu



Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani
Bishop
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii
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NEW YEAR’S MESSAGE FROM KYODAN PRESIDENT DR. WARREN TAMAMOTO

Happy New Year! Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu! Hauoli Makahiki Hou!

| hope that you and your loved ones are healthy and in good spirits as we look
forward to the New Year, 2025!

As we enter the new year, it is natural to look back at the past year. As | look
back at the year 2024, | have many warm and happy memories of family and
friends. Wonderful family trips to the mainland USA and Japan. An “epic”
hiking trip to Korea. Quiet reflection during temple service on Sunday
mornings followed by fellowship and delicious lunches! And for myself, one of
the highlights of the year was the memorable weekend we spent at the Triple
Celebration (850"/800%"/135™") in September, held at the Ala Moana Hotel.
There were sad occasions as well, with loss of family and close friends. Reliving memories from the past
year, | feel fortunate and | am so grateful for all of the events of the past year. Ichigo ichie. | hope that you
feel the same way.

Looking forward to the New Year, | do not know what the future holds for us - as individuals, as a
community and as a Buddhist organization. Just think, five years ago no one thought that we would need
to survive a pandemic or experience a Maui wildfire. However, in the face of hardship, we persevered.
We met the challenges placed before us by caring for each other and by working together. | believe we
are stronger as a Buddhist organization because of how we, each one of us, responded to adversity.

Our five year theme which begins in 2025, “Nurturing Nembutsu” reminds us that the Nembutsu is the
“core” of our existence. The Nembutsu, expressed as “Namo Amida Butsu” is our expression of gratitude
in awareness of Amida’s Compassion. Nembutsu is not just our gratitude, it is our response to Amida’s
voice which is calling out to each one of us. “Nurturing Nembutsu” reminds us that we nurture the
Nembutsu when we share it with others, and in turn we are nurtured by Amida’s love for us. Let us be
mindful of the all-embracing Amida and continue on this journey together.

“Happiness does not depend on what you have or who you are;
it solely relies on what you think.” — Buddha

With Gassho,

Warren Tamamoto MD
President, Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii



2025 HONPA HONGWANIJI MISSION OF HAWAII THEME AND SLOGAN

The year 2025 is the first year of our five-year theme of “Nurturing Nembutsu” with the slogan being
“Cultivating Awareness.”

2025: Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating Awareness
2026: Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude
2027: Nurturing Nembutsu: Living Aloha

2028: Nurturing Nembutsu: Embracing Everyone
2029: Nurturing Nembutsu: Expanding Community

The founder of our tradition Jodo Shinshu Buddhism, Shinran Shonin emphatically taught that the
Nembutsu, the name of Amida Buddha, verbalized as “Namo Amida Butsu” is an expression of gratitude,
a manifestation of the attainment of the entrusting heart or shinjin, which is the decisive cause for our
birth in Amida’s Pure Land. Moreover, according to Shinran Shonin as quoted in the Tannisho, only the
Nembutsu is true, real and sincere, because the Nembutsu is the timeless, boundless reality that is beyond
the confines of deluded thinking in the realm of samsaric existence.

The Nembutsu, vocalized in response to the Buddha’s inner voice, makes us aware of who or what we
truly are as foolish, deluded human beings, utterly incapable of awakening to our true selves as
enlightened beings through our own self effort. The Nembutsu is our way of expressing and sharing
gratitude for Amida’s benevolence in offering us a way to transcend the pain and suffering of all sentient
beings. Amida Buddha’s compassion is all-embracing, meaning everyone, regardless of racial, social, and
cultural differences, is included; not one sentient being suffering in the world of delusion is ever excluded.

The name of the Buddha, expressed in Namo Amida Butsu, in sincere gratitude is the spiritual nurturing
that awakens us to the universality of our suffering and limitations in samsaric existence. This nurturing,
in response to the Buddha’s call, brings us to place the teaching of the Buddha at the center of our
thoughts and fosters a desire to live in peace, harmony, tolerance, and genuine caring, embracing
everyone of our fellow travelers not only in the Pure Land way but also in the community we are living in
with its many differences in the ways to spiritual fulfillment and awakening, very much like living the Aloha
spirit that has always been a part of our Hawaiian culture.

Every moment of our lives is within the nurturing call of Amida Buddha. In contemplating Amida Buddha
through the recitation of the Nembutsu, we are enabled to break through the boundaries of our thoughts
and words and open our minds to experience our true nature and reality as is.

Namo Amida Butsu

Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani Rev. Sol Kalu (Former assistant)
Bishop Office of Buddhist Education

*The Theme and Slogans were created by representatives from the following organizations/committees:
Commission on Buddhist Education, Buddhist Study Center Program Committee, Ministerial Training
Committee, State Ministers Association, and the Headquarters.



