
BY REV. DR. TAKASHI MIYAJI 
DEAN, INSTITUTE OF 
BUDDHIST STUDIES AND 
MINISTER, SOUTHERN 
ALAMEDA COUNTY 
BUDDHIST CHURCH

We have to try and 
seek out Amida 
Buddha’s calling 

voice. We have to listen now 
and in our pursuit of this, 
open our hearts up for this 
message to enter us. Shinran 
Shonin calls this Eshin, 
where there is a 180° turn 
and we go from egocentricity 
to Amida-centricity.

It’s kind of like being 
slapped in the face.

When you get slapped in 
the face, there’s a shock that 
happens and you kind of 
have this out-of-body experi-
ence where you see yourself 
as you truly are, then you go 
back to being yourself.

But all it took was that 
one instant in which you saw 
your true and naked self as 
you are. 

There’s a technical term 
we use for this: We call it the 
“one thought-moment of 
Shinjin.” It’s the first time 
that we’re jolted into seeing 
reality as such; into seeing 
the complete and naked 
foolish self that we are and 
what we’ve been doing all 

this time.
It is a moment of deep  

embarrassment in one’s 
foolish self. Some will call 
this “shame.” Other people 
might use the term “self re-
proach.” If you don’t like 
that word, there’s “lamenta-
tion,” or “regret.” 

But what’s important to 
note is that Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism doesn’t end only 
on a self-deprecating note. It 
is always coupled with mo-
mentous joy and elation that 
one is embraced by the 
world of truth.

Amida Buddha’s Great 
Working is when one be-
comes deeply humbled and 
grateful for that slap in the 
face. There is happiness, on 
one hand, and this self-re-
proach on the other, com-
bined to make this resolve of 
simple quietude of the heart. 

It is a firm, yet flexible 
state of equilibrium within 
the heart, where one is not 
in delirium with ecstasy, but 
is also not in a state of utter 
depression and self-hatred.

One is neither jumping 
with joy, nor whipping one-
self in the back over one’s 
past karmic transgressions. 
It is a quietness and calm-
ness of the heart. 

It is the phenomenon of 
being made to let go of the 
egocentric self where one 
connects with the world of 
Amida Buddha’s Great Com-
passion. 

In many aspects of our 
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“THE CALLING VOICE”

HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAII’S TRIPLE CELEBRATION

Intuitively Connecting to the 
World of Absolute Truth

Among many highlights of Honpa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawai’i’s Triple Celebration was Reverend Dr. Takashi Miyaji’s 
keynote speech entitled “Why Life Is Great: Understanding Our Mo-
ment in Timelessness.” The following is part two of his presentation 
delivered on Sept. 7 at Ala Moana Hotel.

SEE PAGE 7

Courtesy of Alan Kubota
Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji: “When we open our hearts up to the 
Nembutsu teaching, we will gain the ears to hear the Amida 
Buddha’s calling voice.”

BY REV. TOMO HOJO
WEST KAUAI HONGWANJI MISSION 
GAIL S. TAGASHIRA 
KA LEO KᾹHEA MANAGING EDITOR

Propagation, noun: The process of spreading to a larger area 
or greater number; dissemination.

American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, 
5th Edition

For more than 30 years, the Honpa Hongwanji Mission 
of Hawaii’s Propagation Program Grant has funded in-
novative and imaginative projects aimed at spreading 

the Dharma.
Using only the interest earned from the Buddhist Educa-

tion Endowment Fund, the program annually awards grants 
of up to $10,000 for projects that may run as long as two years 
from their starting dates.

During the months when Covid-19 restrictions were in 
place, that two-year limit was extended to five years, but in 

BY CATHERINE TARLETON
SPECIAL TO KA LEO KĀHEA

For more than six years, 
Honoka’a Hongwanji 
Mission has been feed-

ing people every Friday out 
of their compact kitchen un-
der the temple through its 
Peace Committee program.

To date, some 97,000-plus 
meals have been delivered 
or served to the small multi-
ethnic community on the 
north side of Hawai’i Island, 
thanks to the efforts of doz-
ens of dedicated, enthusias-
tic, tireless and organized 
volunteers. 

Up until now, several 
charitable groups have pri-
vately made donations to 
support Feeding Our Keiki 
and Kupuna including Hon-
pa Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawai’i, the Hawai’i Com-
munity Foundation, the Ko-
hala Center, Marin County 
Foundation, Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church, 

the United Methodist Church 
of Honoka‘a, Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints 
and the W.M. Keck Observa-
tory.

This year, all of that is 
about to change: In June of 
2024, AARP Hawai‘i awarded 
the program one of its Com-
munity Challenge Grants in 
the amount of $11,970 as 
part of their Livable Com-
munities Initiative. 

Hawai’i’s Atherton Fami-
ly Foundation awarded the 
program $30,000; the County 
of Hawai’i announced  
$10,000 largely through the 
efforts of council member 
Heather Kimball, and Honpa 
Hongwanji’s Social Con-
cerns Committee continued 
its commitment to the pro-
gram with another $1,000 

award as it has done for sev-
eral years. 

Since 2020, the Social 
Concerns Committee has 
awarded $6,000 to the pro-

gram. 
In addition, Honoka'a 

Peace Committee Chairman 
Miles Okumura and his wife, 
Lynn Higashi, were named 

AARP’s 2024 Andrus Award 
recipients which comes with 
a $1,000 donation.

PPG: Looking for a 
Few Great Projects
From peace parades to passports, 
books to internet access, the 
Propagation Program Grants 
continue to spread the Dharma

Honoka’a Hongwanji’s Food Outreach Program Gets a Helping Hand
State, national and local groups 
honor the small Hawai’i temple 
with grants totaling $53,000

Courtesy of the Honoka’a Hongwanji Peace Committee
Every Thursday, grocery bags packed with non-perishables line Honoka’a’s Social Hall, ready to 
be either delivered to homes or handed out to clients on Fridays.

REMEMBERING 
CATHERINE TARLETON. 
See Page 5.

Two projects funded by the Propagation Program Grant in 
2024 were “Praises of the Buddha” to commemorate Triple 
Celebration and  “Sharing Your Nembutsu Moments.”
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More than 30 partici-
pants between the 
ages of 13 and 23 

along with 15 staff members 
took part in a full slate of ac-
tivities including games and 
skits, a hike and community 
service, a bonding circle and 
campfire and, of course, 
Dharma lessons about the 
theme, “Mālama Amida.”

Mō’ili’ili Hongwanji Mis-
sion’s Reverend David Fuji-
moto spoke about taking care 
of oneself, conservationist 
Chris Wong addressed the 
importance of taking care of 
nature, Children and Youth 
Activities Specialist Emi 
Hashi spoke on nurturing re-
lationships and Bishop Toshi-

yuki Umitani delivered a 
message about how we are 
cared for by Great Compas-
sion.

Eleven of 31 campers were 
first-timers who said the 
whole YESS camp experience 
was an opportunity, whether 
they were pulling weeds and 
planting native plants on the 
hiking trail or dressing up as 
characters from the movie 
“Wicked”  for the YESS Camp 
Dance.

Both Robert Barcase and 
Doken Baba, two seventh 
graders at Hongwanji Mission 
School, said the weekend gave 
them opportunities to meet 
new people, catch up with old 
friends and deepen friend-

ships they would not other-
wise have the chance to do in 
school or after service.

“To me, YESS Camp is an 
opportunity to learn new 
things,” Robert Barcase said. 

“My favorite part is meet-
ing new people and getting to 
know them better.”

Doken Baba agreed: “My 

favorite part of Camp is meet-
ing new people and bonding 
over the days and experiences 
we shared with each other,” 
he said.

Teams took part in compe-
titions against each other in 
both “Egg and Spoon” and 
hula hoop relay races.

	    — Gail S. Tagashira

BY REV. TOSHIYUKI UMITANI
BISHOP, HONPA HONGWANJI 
MISSION OF HAWAII

This May marks the 20th 
year since my mother 
passed away. At the 

time, I was serving at 
Makawao Hongwanji on the 
island of Maui when I re-
ceived a phone call from my 
uncle informing me of her 
passing. 

My mother had been bat-
tling cancer for many years, 
and while I understood intel-
lectually that this day would 
eventually come, when I ac-
tually heard the words that 
she had passed away, I was 
overwhelmed by a grief too 
deep for words.

Thanks to the kindness of 

the temple members and 
ministers on Maui, I was able 
to rush back to my family 
temple in Hiroshima with my 
wife and our daughter, who 
was not even a year old at the 
time. 

We arrived just before the 
funeral began. I went straight 
to the temple, where I saw 
my mother lying peacefully 
in her casket. Her face, re-
leased at last from the long 
struggle with illness, was 
calm and serene—like that of 
a gentle Buddha. 

That image remains vivid 
in my heart to this day.

There are many memories 
I hold of my mother, and I 
have shared some of them in 
past Dharma talks. But what 
stands out most vividly in my 
memory now is the image of 
her  back—the quiet, unspo-
ken presence she offered as 
she went about her daily life.

What do you feel when 
you see the back of a loved 
one—be it a family member 
or a friend? 

In Japanese culture, it is 
often considered more ap-

propriate to convey emotions 
indirectly rather than ex-
pressing them openly. The 
back of a person, without 
speaking a word, can com-
municate a great deal. 

In fact, I believe that what 
is truly important is often 
conveyed more clearly 
through one’s back than 
through spoken words.

My mother passed away at 
the age of 55. Compared to 
today’s average life expec-
tancy, she died relatively 
young. 

And yet, over the course 
of eight years, she faced mul-
tiple cancer diagnoses and 
endured painful surgeries 
and aggressive treatments, 
all while maintaining a warm 
and cheerful demeanor to-
ward her family and temple 
members. 

When I recall her endur-
ing and graceful presence, I 
cannot help but put my hands 
together in gratitude and re-
cite the Nembutsu—Namo 
Amida Butsu.

Through the memory of 
my mother’s back, I am re-
minded that the value of life 
is not simply measured in 
years, but in how we live. 

Her days, though filled 
with hardship, were lived 
with acceptance of her kar-
mic conditions. She faced her 
suffering not with bitterness 
but with gratitude, recogniz-
ing each day as a precious 
gift, and rejoicing in the 
Nembutsu with a heart full of 
appreciation. 

Even now, her quiet pres-
ence — her back as she moved 
through life — continues to 
teach and inspire me. 

Shinran Shonin taught 
that this foolish, self-cen-
tered being — so full of blind 
passions — is nonetheless 
embraced just as I am by 
Amida Buddha’s boundless 
Compassion. 

I believe that Shinran 
Shonin, along with my moth-
er and others, continue to 
show me the path to the Pure 
Land even now. By illuminat-
ing their compassionate 
presence — expressed not 

only through their words but 
also through the backs they 
turned toward me—they are 
gently guiding me forward.

As I gradually approach 
the age at which my mother 
passed, I find myself wonder-
ing: Have I been able to show 
even a glimpse of the kind of 
presence my mother had? 
Am I offering a back that oth-
ers might find comfort or in-
spiration in? 

Honestly, I don’t think so. 
More often, I find myself 
troubled by my own short-
comings and flaws.

Even so, though I may not 
be able to offer much through 
my own example, I hope that 
I can help others encounter 
the warm and boundless 
Compassion of Amida Bud-
dha’s great presence. 

That is the path I hope to 
walk, doing my best each 
day.

As I recall those irreplace-
able days with my mother, I 
once again place my hands 
together in Gassho and qui-
etly recite the Nembutsu. 

Namo Amida Butsu.
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The Back We Follow

BY REV. KERRY KIYOHARA
MAKAWAO HONGWANJI 
MISSION

Visiting kupuna elders 
and temple sangha 
friends in the hospi-

tal, hospice and home at the 
end of life is stressful, yet 
profoundly meaningful. 
End-of-life can stretch out 
over weeks, months and 
years but sometimes, end-of-
life comes swiftly, suddenly, 
or unexpectedly.

In February 2025, my 
end-of-life visitations with 
Aunty A, kupuna elder and 
emeritus sangha member, 
reached its natural conclu-
sion, with her passing and 
going forth to Birth into the 
Pure Land. 

Namo Amida Butsu!

A free spirit, never mar-
ried, she lived in her own 
home, and was happily en-
joying an active retired life, 
traveling overseas, beloved 
aunty to her nieces and 
nephews, and grand-aunty to 
their children.

Eventually, Aunty slowed 
down, became “forgetful,” 
and the family worried she 
could no longer take care of 
herself living alone. 

You can imagine Aunty 
was not happy about this but 
after a fall and trip to the ER, 
recovery and rehabilitation 
at Hale Makua, she moved to 
Roselani Place.

I started visiting her after 
weekly Buddhist services at 
Roselani Place. Aunty was 
always happy to see me, 
smiling and saying, “Thank 
you for coming!” 

Aunty always compli-
mented the flower arrange-
ments for the altar. And she 
always lamented, “I’m so 
lazy, all I do is lie in bed all 
day! I’ve got to keep doing 
my exercises, and discharge 
myself so I can go home!”

When she caught Covid-19 
for the third time, I visited 
her in an isolation ward in 
the ER of the hospital, put-
ting on N-95 mask, visor, 
gown, booties and gloves. 

Aunty had a fever and 
cough and was disoriented, 
so I broke protocol, took off 
my visor and mask, flashed a 
Hollywood smile, and said, 
“Hi, Aunty!” in hopes of a re-
sponse. 

She opened her eyes, and 
as always, she smiled and 
thanked me for coming, then 
insisting, “I’ll get better and 
discharge myself so I can go 
home!” 

Aunty fell asleep, I put 
my hands together, bowed 
my head, and said, “Namo 
Amida Butsu!” 

Exiting, I thanked the 
nurse for taking care of 
Aunty. The nurse laughed, 
“Aunty’s always saying she 
gonna get better, self-dis-
charge and go home! She’s da 
kine tough aunty! We love 
her!” 
Aunty recovered from Covid, 
but developed pneumonia, 
so once again I visit her at 
the hospital, then Hale 
Makua, and finally, Roselani 
Place. 

During these visits, Aunty 
shared, “You know, I was in 
the YBA and we raised money 
to build the first Hale Makua! 
And now Iʻm living here! 

Isn’t that amazing? I never 
thought I’d be this old but 
now I’m so grateful for all 
these nice people taking care 
of me!”

Aunty bounces back yet 
again. One day, I tell her I 
won’t be visiting for two Fri-
days in a row due to trips to 
Honolulu. 

Aunty smiled and said, 
“Well, I won’t be here when 
you get back! Iʻll self-dis-
charge and go home, so 
you’ll have to visit me there. 
I’ll make you some of my fa-
mous Portuguese bean 
soup!” 

We chat happily about the 
secret to her famous Portu-
guese bean soup, and how 
she’ll be going home soon.

In Honolulu, I receive 
word Aunty fell, and later, 
that she had passed at age 96 
and went forth to Birth into 
the Pure Land. 

Namo Amida Butsu!
Mahayana Buddhism em-

phasizes the Six Pāramitā 
Perfections, which include 
generosity (Dāna), virtue 
(Śīla), patience (Kṣānti), en-
ergy (Vīrya), self-reflection 
(Dhyāna), and wisdom 
(Prajñā). 

I am forever grateful to 
Aunty for teaching me the 
pāramitā perfection of 

Vīrya—energy, diligence, 
vigor and sustained effort—
simply by being who she 
was, a free spirit who was 
profoundly aware of and tru-
ly grateful for the care she 
received from others, and by 
surviving Covid three times, 
insisting she’ll do her exer-
cises, get better and go home! 

As we observe the Spring 
Equinox (higan), when day 
and night are perfectly in 
balance, let us take inspira-
tion from the Vīryā—energy, 
sustained effort and vigor—
shown to us by Aunty A, and 
rededicate ourselves to truly 
living in gratitude for Kind-
ness and Understanding Be-
yond Words in each moment 
of every day of an unrepeat-
able life. 

Namo Amida Butsu!

The Pāramitā Perfection of Vīrya

Incorrect Date — In the 
March 1 issue of Ka Leo 
Kāhea, the caption for the 
photo of Reverend Soshin 
and Mrs. Akiko Kishi Kie 
stated their 50th wedding an-
niversary took place in 1957. 
The Kies celebrated their an-
niversary in 1997.

For the Record

Courtesy of Keri Kubota
YESS Campers and their counselors and staff  take a break 
outside the Mauka  cabin at Camp Erdman.

YESS Camp 41 Draws 30 to Its Fun-Filled Three-Day Weekend
Camp Erdman on O’ahu’s North Shore 
in Waialua was the place to be for all 
Young Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers 
over the Easter weekend
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BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
KA LEO KᾹHEA MANAGING 
EDITOR

The 113th Legislative As-
sembly of the Honpa Hon-
gwanji Mission of Hawaii 

convened on Feb. 7-8, 2025 at the 
Hawaii Betsuin Temple and via 
Zoom.

Ministers, delegates and ob-
servers from Jodo Shinshu tem-
ples across the state representing 
all five districts took part in the 
annual meeting, which opened 
both days with services in the 
Hawai’i Honpa Hongwanji Betsu-
in temple.

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani of-
ficiated at Friday morning’s ser-
vice which included a reading of 
congratulations from Bishop Gy-
oshin Ikeda, Governor General of 
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha; a 
welcome message from Wailuku 
Hongwanji President Michael 
Munekiyo, and in a memorial 
Dharma message from Rimban 
Kazunori Takahashi of Honpa 
Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin.

A moment of silence as held 
for 2024 Ingo recipients and all 
deceased Kyodan ministers and 
members. Ingo recipients in 2024 
were:
• Fusae Yamashita Kiyokawa,

Hawaii Betsuin;
• Florence Tomoe Sakae, 

Makawao Hongwanji;
• Fujiko Dochin, Kamuela Hong-

wanji;
• Rev. Charles Kenko Hasegawa,

Buddhist Churches of America;
• Kahu Sherman Thompson, La-

haina Hongwanji, and
• Bruce Yoshiyuki Shimada, 

Waialua Hongwanji.
Friday’s plenary session in-

cluded a collection of funds for 
the Living Gratitude Program 
which received over $6,000 after 
a short presentation by Mrs. 
Irene Nakamoto; the election of 
Kyodan officers and advisors for 
2025; the passage of four resolu-
tions — an Amendment to bylaws 
relating to Bishop and Internal 
Components in Articles 13 and 
14; an Appreciation for Rev. Sos-
hin Kie and Mrs. Akiko Kishi Kie; 
an Appreciation and Condolence 
for the late Rev. Dr. Mary David, 

and the passage of the HHMH 
2025 Budget.

Usually the topic of lively dis-
cussion, the annual budget 
passed by unanimous consent af-
ter review by treasurer John To-
guchi, finance committee chair 
Ivan Nakano and business man-
ager Derrick Inouye.

This year’s budget included a 
donation of $25,000 to Pacific 
Buddhist Academy  in addition to 
funding Headquarters, the Office 
of Buddhist Education and Jr. 
YBA.

After Friday’s plenary session, 
five timely presentation of wide 
interest were offered in the after-
noon:

1. Michael Munekiyo and
Derrick Inouye updated the ac-
tions of the Lahaina Hongwanji 
Recovery and Rebuilding Com-
mittee’s efforts as they focus on a 
thoughtful process, meeting bi-
monthly with FEMA while receiv-
ing input from the Lahaina Hon-
gwanji sangha. Relatedly, Ryne 
Masuda of Moiliili Hongwanji 
presented a check for $28,281 to 
Rev. Ai Hironaka and the Lahaina 
sangha from the sales of “Aloha 
Maui” T-shirts.

2. Dennis Tashiro and Ryan
Miyamoto from Windward Bud-
dhist Temple 	 discussed  their 
version of “Rebranding,” high-
lighted by efforts to reach out to 
the wider Windward community, 
expand their social media pres-
ence and offering more innova-
tive activities.

3. Rev. Blayne Higa, chair of

the Social Concerns Committee, 
updated the assembly with a slide 
presentation citing the charitable 
programs supported by the 
HHMH Social Concerns Fund.

4. Pacific Buddhist Academy’s 
Head of School Josh Hernandez 
Morse updated the Giseikai on 
highlights of the senior class.

5. Archives Committee Chair
David Atcheson shared his Top 
10 tips for those interested in 
preserving temple photos and 
documents. The committee pro-
vides a resource, guidance and 
suggestions to anyone interested 
in archiving their temple’s histo-
ry. 

The installation of the 2025 
Hawaii Kyodan’s officers, direc-
tors and advisors highlighted 
Saturday morning’s service. A 
resolution of appreciation was 
presented to Lily Masuda, Emma 
Kie and Ayumi Kie Weissbuch, 
daughters of Rev.  and Mrs. Kie 
for their generous gift.

The Federation of Jr. YBA 
shared its 2024 activities at Satur-
day’s plenary session, followed 
by remarks from two sister orga-
nizations — Buddhist Churches 
of America, represented by Presi-
dent Steven Terusaki and Jodo 
Shinshu Buddhist Temples of 
Canada, represented by Bishop 
Tatsuya Aoki and Rev. Kiyonobu 
Kuwahara, presenting the Jodo 
Shinshu International Office.

Bishop Umitani brought the 
session to a close  with  apprecia-
tion and personnel announce-
ments.

BY DR. WARREN TAMAMOTO
PRESIDENT, HONPA HONGWANJI 
MISSION OF HAWAII

Aloha kākou! I hope that you 
are well, physically and spiri-
tually. I have confided to a 

few of you that writing this 
Presidentʻs Message for Ka Leo 
Kāhea is one of my most difficult 
duties as President of Hawaii Kyo-
dan. 

I spend more time than I should 
thinking about what to write in this 
newsletter.

I find it especially hard to be 
positive these past few months be-
cause so much is changing in our 
nation and in the world. 

I do feel compelled to speak my 
mind. However, I am also aware that 
I am not a politician, statesman or 
economist. Also, we are a religious 
nonprofit organization after all. 

So I will try to be judicious in 
what I share with you today. I am 
concerned about our future for 
many reasons. 

Let me share just one (of many).
Is global warming or climate 

change a real thing? People under-
standably are confused or simply 
ignore the problem. I believe in sci-
ence and the scientists all over the 
world. 

A body of experts convened by 
the United Nations in 2023 offered 
this warning: Global average tem-
peratures are estimated to rise 1.5 
degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahren-
heit) above preindustrial levels 
sometime “around the first half of 
the 2030s,” as humans continue to 
burn coal, oil and natural gas. 

This doesnʻt sound like much, 
but beyond that point, scientists say 
the impact of catastrophic heat 
waves, flooding, drought, crop fail-
ures and species extinction become 
significantly harder for humanity to 
handle (NY Times, 2023). 

Climate change is in the news 
every day so it should not surprise 
us. Climate scientists announced re-
cently that 2024 was the hottest year 
in recorded history. 

Glaciers are melting. It appears 
that the world is likely to experience 
more floods, storms and fires made 
worse by human-caused climate 
change. Climate scientists say this is 
real.

There is a chance to shift our 
course. But it would require indus-
trialized nations to join together to 
slash greenhouse gases (burning 
coal, oil and natural gas) in half by 

2030 and stop adding carbon dioxide 
to the atmosphere. 

Meanwhile, the two biggest pol-
luters, China and the U.S., continue 
to approve new fossil fuel projects. 

The U.S. in January 2025 with-
drew from the Paris Agreement, a 
pact among almost all nations to 
fight climate change. 

By withdrawing, the United 
States joined Iran, Libya and Yemen 
as the only four countries not party 
to the agreement under which na-
tions work together to keep global 
warming below levels that could 
lead to environmental catastrophe 
(NY Times, Jan. 2025). 

Remember, climate change af-
fects all of us, if not immediately, in 
the near future. 

What can we do for our environ-
ment? We can start in our own 
homes, in our temples and in our 
community. 

Did you know that we have a 
Green Hongwanji Initiative, ap-
proved by our Legislative Assembly? 

See  http://honpahi.link/green-
plan  for a copy of the August 2023 
Green Hongwanji Plan. 

I would like to share a part of our 
Buddhist Statement on Environmen-
tal Harmony, written by former 
Bishop Eric Matsumoto and Steve 
Lohse, Chair of the Green Hong-
wanji Committee in 2022:

“The causes of environmental 
crises are not external threats, we 
do this to ourselves. 

“As our sheer numbers, consum-
er expectations and developing 
technologies combine to overwhelm 

natural systems, we are witnessing 
an era of transition from life defined 
by natural processes to environ-
ments defined by human activity. 

“Sadly, it is increasingly clear 
that greed, anger, ignorance and 
ego-driven human activities are out 
of harmony with sustainable natural 
systems. 

“Meanwhile, global responses to 
environmental degradation remain 
inadequate and directed largely at 
symptoms rather than causes.

“As Buddhists, we see a way for-
ward. We see that environmental 
harmony arises from Interdepen-
dence and from addressing root 
causes of environmental crises – our 
own greed, anger and ignorance. 

“We see that inner transforma-
tion, from ego-driven thinking to 
Dharma-guided entrusting, prepares 
us to understand and commit to 
wise, compassionate, effective ac-
tion for environmental harmony. 

“Just as Buddha touched the 
Earth as bearing witness to Enlight-
enment, so we touch the Earth to 
bear witness to Dharma guidance 
that inspires us to engage in skillful 
environmental action as an Earth 
Touching Sangha.”

As I prepare this statement, I 
think about my children, grandchil-
dren and future generations. 

Can we do better? 
I resolve to do my best to leave 

the world a better place.
 I hope you will too.
“We are here to awaken from the il-

lusion of our separateness.”
– Thich Nhat Hanh

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Climate Change Affects All of Us 

Giseikai, 2025: Optimism, Building on a Solid Foundation

Courtesy of David Atcheson
Ministers, delegates and observers from across the state gathered for the 
113th Legislative Assembly from Feb. 7-8 at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii 
Betsuin.

SEE PAGE 5

Moving Forward With 
Courage, Gratitude 
and a Joyful Heart

Editor’s Note: The following is an ex-
cerpt from Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani’s 
message of welcome to delegates attending 
the 113th Giseikai Legislative Assembly. 
The address in its entirety is available on 
the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawai’i 
Headquarters website at www.hongwanji-
hawaii.com

BY REV. TOSHIYUKI UMITANI, BISHOP 
HONPA HONGWANJI MISSION OF HAWAI’I

Last year, Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion of Hawai’i observed the Triple 
Celebration, marking the 850th 

Anniversary of Shinran Shonin’s Birth, 
the 800th Anniversary of the Establish-
ment of the Jodo Shinshu Teaching and 
the 135th Anniversary of the Honpa Hon-
gwanji Mission of Hawaii.

It was a joyous occasion where the 
voices of the Nembutsu resounded in the 
banquet room. I was deeply moved and 
grateful to recite the Nembutsu together 
with so many ministers and members.

That moment reminded me of the 
countless causes and conditions — espe-
cially the sacrifices of those who lived 
before us — who dedicated their lives to 
building and strengthening our organiza-
tion.

As we enter the 136th year, let us carry 
forward the same joy and sense of one-
ness we experienced at the Triple Cele-
bration. Let us continue to listen to the 
Compassionate Call of Amida Buddha 
and embody it in our daily lives — at 
home, in the temple and in the commu-
nity.

Now I want to take a moment to reflect 
on the current state of our Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawai’i and the chal-
lenges we face.

Based on the latest statistics, our 
membership has decreased to approxi-
mately 3,500, with two temples yet to 
submit their reports.

The effects of this decline are becom-
ing more apparent in our temples: chal-
lenges in leadership succession, reduced 
income, obstacles in hosting events at 
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BY REV. TABITHA KOBATA
JODO SHINSHU 
HONGWANJI-HA 
INTERNATIONAL 
DEPARTMENT

A Disaster Recovery 
Fundraiser booth was 
set up by the Jodo 

Shinshu Hongwanji-ha Re-
lief Efforts Department with 
the cooperation of the Inter-
national Department during 
Goshoki Ho’onko at Hong-
wanji in Kyoto from Jan. 
9-16, 2025.

This year, food and prod-
ucts from Tohoku, Noto and 
Hawaii were on sale in sup-
port of recovery efforts in 
their respective regions. 

Through the generosity of 
Kenneth Komo and his son, 
Patrick, of Kona Hongwanji 
and Komo Estate Coffee, we 
were able to sell bags of au-
thentic Kona coffee, an ex-
travagant rarity in Japan. 

A big arigato also goes out 
to Edythe Vassall of Hilo 
Betsuin who safely delivered 
the coffee to Japan in addi-
tion to contributing a variety 
of Hawaiian print items; 
Reverend Masako Sugimoto 
of the Hongwanji Interna-
tional Department  who do-
nated macadamia nut choco-

lates and handbags, and 
Reverend Gene Sekiya of the 
Hongwanji International De-
partment, who handcrafted 
nenju using kukui nuts and 
beads for the occasion. 

Last but not least, we 
must thank the many sup-
porters who came by the 
booth in support of Lahaina’s 
recovery. Many expressed 
their fondness for Hawai’i, 
among whom were a few 
former Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii ministers 
and families.

Kona coffee was also 
brewed for those who wished 
to enjoy a hot cup at the Hon-
gwanji in the heart of winter. 

Reverend and Mrs. Joshin 
Inada, who served at Wailu-
ku and Lanaʻi temples in the 
1970s, and Reverend Osamu 
Ōzai, head priest of Chokōji 
Temple in Ōita, Kyushu, 
were among customers.

At first, I apologized as I 
served coffee because of 
how much each cup cost. 

However, I began to 
sense that they were pur-
chasing the coffee as a way 
to show their support. 

As each customer made 
their way back to the tent to 
return their empty cups, 
their words of gratitude were 

very encouraging.
In addition to the food 

and products table was a 
panel exhibit updating the 
situation in Lahaina over the 
past year. 

A beautiful photo of La-
haina Hongwanji Mission 
shared by photographer 
Alan Kubota was a stark re-
minder that nothing is per-
manent; how something we 
thought would be around for 
ages can vanish in a fleeting 
moment. 

Invaluable and prompt 
assistance came from Ke-
haulani Cerizo, Communica-
tions Officer of the Maui 
County Office of Recovery; 
Duane Sparkman, founder 
and president of Treecovery 
Hawaii, and Gerry Anderson 
of the Maui News photo staff 
who provided images and 
captions for the exhibit. 
Their warm kokua and open-
heartedness reminded me of 
just how truly special Maui is 
to me.

While in the Hongwanji 
courtyard during the Gosho-
ki Ho’onko observance, as 
intermittent flurries of snow 
whirled around me, the 
warmth of the coffee and the 
words of kindness and en-
couragement from custom-

ers brought to mind words 
from a Dharma message by 
Reverend Giei Sasaki, the 
Fukudenji resident priest: 

“A single recitation of the 
Nembutsu is like a warm cup 
of tea. . . .

“The way of serving tea is a 
reflection of one’s sincerity to-
ward a guest. 			
Therefore, you should serve 
with gentleness and grace in 
accordance with your caring 
heart. 

“In terms of tea ceremony, 
it is believed that the host’s de-
meanor is a reflection of one’s 
true self. When the host’s hos-
pitality is properly conveyed, a 
sense of gratitude naturally 
arises in the heart of the guest.

“Imagine the Nembutsu as 
a cup of tea. The Nembutsu tea 
is the pure compassionate 
heart and mind of Amida Bud-
dha. 

“In addition, this tea in-
cludes the salvific working 
that arises from the Buddha’s 
genuine compassion.

“Therefore, when reciting 
the Nembutsu, we should 
imagine Amida Buddha serv-
ing us a cup of warm tea and 
remind ourselves to be thank-
ful to Amida Buddha, who 
never ceases to guide us 
through the stormy weather of 

life.”
Goshoki Ho’onko, the 

Memorial Service for Shin-
ran Shonin is a week-long 
annual service culminating 
on Shinran Shonin’s memo-
rial day, January 16.

Ho’onko is the most im-
portant among annual Hon-
gwanji observances.

Jodo Shinshu followers 
from throughout Japan and 
overseas visit Hongwanji 
during this time to pay re-
spects to our beloved 
founder.

Obon 2025 Across Hawai’i 

Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing article appeared in the 
Nov. 6, 2024 issue of MidWeek 
as part of its “Chasing the 
Light” series. It is reprinted 
with permission.

BY REV. BLAYNE HIGA
KONA HONGWANJI MISSION

Summer in Hawai’i is 
obon season. Every 
weekend from June to 

August, Buddhist temples 
across the islands hold this 
ancient festival of joyful 
memory in which we honor 
departed loved ones by wel-
coming them home into our 
hearts.

At the heart of obon is a 
timeless story of love, devo-
tion and memory. 

We dance in endless cir-
cles to the rhythmic beat of 
taiko drums with our hands 
and feet telling heartfelt 
stories of their own under 
the night sky illuminated by 
brightly colored lanterns.

The story of obon comes 
from the Ullambana Sutra 
which describes how 
Moggallāna, one of Shakya-
muni Buddha’s disciples, 
suffered over the death of 
his mother, feeling a deep 
sense of loss and regret.

However, the Buddha 
counseled Moggallāna to re-
flect deeply upon his moth-
er’s life and he came to real-
ize that her selfless and 
unconditional love is what 
made his life possible.

With this insight, 

Moggallāna danced with joy 
as his regret and sorrow 
were transformed into ap-
preciation and gratitude.

Moggallāna’s story offers 
a profound lesson about 
life: When we love, we will 
also experience the loss of 
those we love.

This is the inescapable 
truth of our lives. 

Through our own stories 
of love and loss, we come to 
appreciate the significance 
of this present life, which is 
precious and unrepeatable.

Because of our deep con-
nection to our ancestors, 
we are able to live.

Observing my grand-
mother’s first obon after 
her passing was bitter-
sweet, yet healing.

Uplifting her memory 
through this ritual was an 
emotional and spiritual re-
lease.

Recalling our shared 
story, we danced together 
as we joined with others in 
the flowing ring of life.

As my heart quickened 
and slowed to the rhythm of 
drums, grateful tears 
welled up from deep within 
as I realized my grand-
mother and all my ances-
tors are ever present within 
me.

In our dancing, we tell 
stories of love that nurture 
and heal  our hearts as we 
become one with the time-
less music of the universe.

This is the spirit of obon 
that we celebrate each year.

Stories of Love, 
the Spirit of Obon

Courtesy of Miguel Morales
Sarah Yamafuji-Dunlap, left, walked the grassy grounds before last year’s Lana'i Hongwanji 
Mission’s Obon. Kneeling at right, her husband, Stephen sets up the sound system.

• Mōʻiliʻili Hongwanji Mission is moving its Summer Fest
from the Varsity Theater site at University Avenue and Coyne 
Street to Washington Middle School on King Street since re-
development is taking longer than expected.

• Attendance at Waianae Hongwanji Mission’s final obon
is likely to set records as participants bid a wistful goodbye 
before the 87-year-old temple is closed in November. The July 
19 finale is expected to draw bon dance groups from through-
out O’ahu as well as residents of the greater Waianae com-
munity.

TEMPLE LOCATION PHONE DATE TIME
HONOLULU

Honpa Hongwanji Hawai’i 
Betsuin

1727 Pali Hwy, Honolulu (808) 536-7044 June 27, 28  6 p.m.

Jikoen Hongwanji Mission 1731 N. School St, Honolulu (808) 845-3422 July 19 5 p.m.
Moiliili Hongwanji Mission 1633 S. King St, Honolulu (808) 949-1659 July 5 5 p.m.

Windward Buddhist Temple
268A Kuulei Road, Kailua
46-056 Kamehameha Hwy, (Windward
Mall)

(808) 262-4560
July 12
Oct. 4

7:00 p.m.
4:30 p.m.

O'AHU
‘Aiea Hongwanji Mission 99-186 Puakala St, Aiea (808) 487-2626 July 26 5:30 p.m.
Ewa Hongwanji Mission\ 91-1133 Renton Rd, Aiea (808) 681-5222 June 21 6:30 p.m.
Mililani Hongwanji Buddhist 
Temple

95-257 Kaloapau St, Mililani (808) 625-0925 Aug. 15-16 7 p.m.

Pearl City Hongwanji Mission 858 2nd St, Pearl City (808) 455-1680 Aug. 9 5:30 p.m.
Wahiawā Hongwanji Mission 1067 California Ave, Wahiawa (808) 622-4320 June 13-14 6:45 p.m.
Waialua Hongwanji Mission 67-313 Kealohanui St, Waialua (808) 637-4395 No Bon Dance
Waiʻanae Hongwanji Mission 85-762 Old Government Rd, Waianae (808) 677-4221 July 19 7 p.m.
Waipahu Hongwanji Mission 94-821 Kuhualua St, Waipahu (808) 677-4221 July 5 7 p.m.

KAUAI
Kapa’a Hongwanji Mission 4-1170 Kuhio Hwy, Kapaa (808) 822-4667 July 18-19 7:30 p.m.
Līhu’e Hongwanji Mission 3-3556 Kuhio Hwy, Lihue (808) 245-6262 June 20-21 7:30 p.m.
West Kauai Hongwanji (Hana-
pepe)

1-3860 Kamaulii Hwy, Hanapepe (808) 335-3195 July 11-12 7:30 p.m.

West Kauai Hongwanji 
(Waimea)

4675 Menehune Rd, Waimea (808) 335-3195 No Bon Dance

MAUI
Kahului Hongwanji Mission 291 S. Puunene Ave, Kahului (808) 871-4732 July 18-19 7:30 p.m.
Lahaina Hongwanji Mission 551 Wainee St,  Lahaina (808) 661-0640 No Bon Dance
Lanāi Hongwanji Mission 1364 Fraser Ave, Lanai (808) 565-6817 Aug. 16 6 p.m.
Makawao Hongwanji Mission  1074 Makawao Ave, Makawao (808) 572-7229 July 25-26 7 p.m.
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission 1828 Vineyard St, Wailuku (808) 244-0406 Aug. 1-2 7:45 p.m.

HAWAI’I
Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Betsuin 398 Kilauea Ave., Hilo (808) 961-6677 July 19 7 p.m.
Honohina Hongwanji Mission 32-896 Mamalahoa Hwy, Ninole (808) 657-0151 Aug. 23 2 p.m.
Honoka’a Hongwanji Mission 45-5016 Lehua St., Honoka’a (808) 775-7232 July 19 7 p.m.
Honomu Hongwanji Mission 28-1658 Government Main Rd, (808) 775-7232 No Bon Dance
Kohala Hongwanji Mission 54-382 Kamehameha Park, Kapa'au (808) 775-7232 July 5 6:15 p.m.
Kona Hongwanji Mission 81-6630 Māmalahoa Hwy, Kealakekua (808) 323-2993 July 26 6 p.m.
Nā’ālehu Hongwanji Mission Joint Bon Dance at Pahala Hongwanji (808) 966-9981 Sept. 13 5:30 p.m.
Pa’auilo Hongwanji Mission 43-1477 Hauola Rd, Pa’auilo (808) 776-1369 July 12 7 p.m.
Pahala Hongwanji Mission 96-1123 Paʻauʻau Place, Pahala (808) 928-8254 Sept. 13 5:30 p.m.
Pāpa’ikou Hongwanji Mission 27-378 Old Mamālahoa Hwy, Papaikou (808) 964-1640 June 21 6 p.m.
Puna Hongwanji Mission 16-492 Old Volcano Rd, Kea’au (808) 966-9981 June 28 6 p.m.

Sending Aloha to Maui During Goshoki Ho’onko

Courtesy of Reverend Masako 
Sugimoto

Rev. and Mrs. Joshin Inada, 
who served at Wailuku 
Hongwanji from 1972-1975 
and Lanai Hongwanji from 
1975-1977, enjoy a cup of 
Kona coffee at the Hongwanji 
in Kyoto.

MAUI WILDFIRE RELIEF AND RECOVERY

Notable This Year:

Also: Kamuela Hongwanji Mission         53-4300 Akoni Pule Hwy., Kamuela        (808) 775-7232        Aug. 16           6 p.m. 
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previous levels, a drop in at-
tendance at Sunday Services 
and Memorial Services and 
fewer individuals reciting 
the Nembutsu during our 
services.

These difficulties cannot 
be resolved overnight, and 
at times, they may seem dis-
couraging. Some may even 
wonder if there is a bright 
future for HHMH.

As we confront these dif-
ficulties, let us cultivate the 
ability to see opportunities 
for growth hidden behind 
these difficulties. Just as 

cherry blossoms bloom after 
a harsh winter, we, too, can 
transform these challenges 
into opportunities that 
strengthen our Sangha and 
ensure that the fruits of the 
Dharma continue to flour-
ish.

We must do our part so 
that more people — our fam-
ily, neighbors, members of 
our community and even 
people across the country — 
will encounter the Dharma.

Even amidst our difficul-
ties, let us not forget to see 
the moments of joy and 
gratitude that abound in our 
temples:

• A heartfelt conversation
with our ministers and
members.

• The joy of placing our
hands together in the

hondo with fellow Dhar-
ma friends.

• A warm and meaningful
talk story over delicious
meals and refreshments.

• The sense of accomplish-
ment after completing a
temple project together.
To me, these moments of

joy and gratitude are the 
very force that motivates us 
to transform the difficulties 
into opportunities — oppor-
tunities for even more joyful 
and meaningful experiences 
to share with others.

Today, more than ever, 
people are in search of guid-
ance and reassurance. Many 
people experience feelings 
of disconnect, being lost, or 
becoming overwhelmed by 
life’s complexities. 

They are seeking messag-

es that empower their lives 
and someone who will listen 
to them with empathy and 
care.

We need to be aware of 
the people around us —what 
they are feeling, the burdens 
they carry, and how we can 
assist them in finding deeper 
meaning and fulfillment in 
their lives.

The presence of Jodo 
Shinshu is crucial for foster-
ing a more compassionate 
and caring society.

Our journey in HHMH is 
a collaborative one.

Ministers, Kyodan board 
members, temple Presidents 
and temple members — each 
of us plays a vital role. By 
working together, sharing 
our collective wisdom and 
experiences, I believe we 

can overcome difficulties 
one at a time and smile.

Let us cherish every en-
counter and every opportu-
nity at our temples and move 
forward with courage, grati-
tude and the joyful heart of 
Nembutsu.

May our temples remain 
places of warmth, connec-
tion and spiritual refuge.

May we continue to sup-
port one another and em-
body the teachings of Shin-
ran Shonin.

I humbly ask for your 
continued support and coop-
eration in making our Hong-
wanji truly “Hongwanji” — a 
place where Amida Buddha’s 
profound aspiration and 
compassion prevail.

Namo Amida Butsu

“We were in Minnesota 
when we heard about the 
award,” he said, “so we went 
to AARP presentations at 
the statewide meetings in 
Honolulu and Hilo. “Many 
people have reached out to 
congratulate us. It’s hum-
bling.” 

The award honors AARP 
founder and educator Dr. 
Ethel Percy Andrus who 
once  said, “It is only in the 
giving of oneself to others 
that we truly live.”

Lenley Lewis, a 
Laupāhoehoe resident who 
nominated Okumura and 
Higashi, said the Feeding 
Our Keiki and Kupuna Pro-
gram follows AARP’s mis-
sion of empowering people 
to choose how they live as 
they age, not only by reduc-
ing grocery bills in a state 
where food costs can be 60% 
higher than on the main-
land, but also by enabling 
elders to better thrive at 
home through its program 
of volunteer meal and gro-
cery delivery to local se-
niors. 

“Not to mention enabling 
volunteers to stay active and 
to use their talents and ex-
perience in new ways,” 
Lewis said.

Funds from both the 
AARP and Atherton Family 
Foundation grants will sup-
port  the weekly service as 
well as begin some much-
needed kitchen repairs and 
upgrades. 

The County of Hawai’i 
funds will also address the 
kitchen and pantry needs 
but go toward freeing infra-

structure and overhead 
costs including utilities, ap-
pliances, repairs and office 
expenses. 

Each week, more than 
400 warm meals are pre-
pared and 1.5 tons of gro-
ceries are packed and deliv-

ered to 225 households.
“Every week different 

teams tackle the program, 
step by step,” Okumura said. 

“They receive food deliv-
eries on Wednesday, set up 
grocery bags on Thursday 
and pack them on Friday, 

prep the food, plate and dis-
tribute meals, plus four dif-
ferent teams handle home 
deliveries, and then clean up 
on Friday evening. 

“It’s quite a production, 
and those 45 to 50 volun-
teers, from teenagers to ku-
puna, take their part seri-
ously, and show up every 
single week, rain or shine, 
on holidays too.”

What started out as a 
community cooking class for 
children six years ago ex-
panded into the weekly hot 
meal-and-grocery bag ser-
vice before the pandemic 
spiked in March, 2020 and 
the need for food for quaran-
tined families expanded 
drastically.

For Okumura, Higashi 
and community activist Ravi 
Singh, the idea of feeding 
the community was a dream 
based on “langar,” a Sikh 
tradition that provides a free 
community meal to all re-
gardless of faith, one’s ability 
to pay or ethnicity. 

During Covid-19, Singh’s 
home temple in India served 
more than a million meals in 
one month. 

From the beginning, pro-
fessional chefs have stepped 
up to help as well. 

Chef Sandy Barr-Rivera, 
former executive chef at 
Merriman’s Waimea and a 
culinary instructor at 
Hawai‘i Community College, 
leads the prep crew and su-
pervises preparation for 
some dishes. 

Jim MacKenzie, previ-
ously with 3660 On the Rise 
on Honolulu’s Waianae Ave-
nue, has become a regular 
chef on Fridays. 

Working in the temple’s 
small kitchen, the chefs have 
displayed extraordinary cre-

ativity as they increased 
meal production from 50 to 
nearly 600 each week.

Singh himself is known 
for enthusiastically prepar-
ing his popular vegan and 
vegetarian Indian fare.  

Community members 
regularly donate money and 
items such as eggs, fruits 
and vegetables from their 
farms and gardens, paper 
bags and egg cartons to as-
sist with packaging, even 
children’s books are grate-
fully accepted. 

Although they have 
worked closely with the Food 
Basket and Kokua Harvest, 
Feeding Our Keiki and Ku-
puna also accepts produce 
and donations from local 
farmers, wholesale grocery 
and produce providers and 
more than 200 different vol-
unteers. 

New volunteers are invit-
ed to join their ranks and 
help reach their 10th year 
anniversary.

In February, Honoka’a 
opened its Social Hall to the 
community for a celebration 
of the program’s sixth anni-
versary and to wish mahalo 
to Rev. Masanari Yamagishi 
before he returned to Japan 
to pursue a career as a hospi-
tal chaplain, with a focus on 
large scale emergencies and 
natural disasters.

Monetary donations to 
the program may be made 
online at www.honokaa-
hongwanjibuddhisttemple.
org or by mailing checks 
made out to “The Peace 
Committee”  to Honoka‘a 
Hongwanji; P.O. Box 1667, 
Honoka‘a, HI 96727. 

For more information, 
contact misterokumura@ya-
hoo.com, or call (808)  640-
4602.

BY MILES OKUMURA
HONOKA’A HONGWANJI 
MISSION

Catherine Bridges Tar-
leton was born August 
5, 1954 in Cape 

Charles, VA. She moved to 
the Big Island more than 30 
years ago to work at Mauna 
Kea Resort. 

She retired as adminis-
trative assistant to the gen-

eral manager of Mauna Kea 
Resort and began freelanc-
ing as a public relations 
specialist for countless orga-
nizations and publications 
in Hawaii.   

She is survived by her 
husband Dwight Tarleton; 
two hanai sons, Steve Offen-
baker and Keoki Pelfrey; 
and brothers Charles and 
Michael Bridges.  Cathey 
passed away unexpectedly 
in her sleep on Feb. 11, 2025. 

In 2007, I was seeking 
publicity for Honoka’a Hon-
gwanji’s first annual “Parade 
and Festival for the United 
Nations International Day of 
Peace.” 

Cathey  was introduced 
to me by my cousin-in-law, 
Leilani Hino, and became 
the public relations special-
ist who helped promote the 
event since its inception.

Cathey soon became in-

dispensable — helping us 
with “event driven market-
ing” at our temple, introduc-
ing the public to the tradi-
tional major services as well 
as our re-branding of events 
such as the Community Me-
morial Service (Hatsubon) 
and Buddha’s Birthday Party 
(Hanamatsuri).   

Other projects included 
“199,000 Cranes,”  Fundrais-
ing for Ukraine Families,  
and Feeding Our Keiki and 
Kupuna,” and the documen-
tary video about the planta-
tion martyr, Katsu Goto.  

In recent years, Cathey 
helped promote “Ring Your 
Bells for Peace,” produced 
by Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion’s statewide Peace Day 
Committee.

Cathey was responsible 
for almost all of the graphics 
and visuals for events.  She 
was a trusted sounding 

board and advisor, and more 
often than not, quotes at-
tributed to me for press re-
leases were generated by 
her!

The immense sense of 
loss caused by her sudden 
death was partially assuaged 
upon learning that she had 
left a written request for a 
Buddhist funeral service to 
be held at Honoka’a Hong-
wanji.

This was a joyful sur-
prise, since Cathey was not a 
member of Honoka’a Hong-
wanji, and rarely attended 
any of the events that she 
promoted for us.

 I am guessing that the 
only Buddhist service she 
had ever observed might 
have been the funeral ser-
vice for Leilani Hino.

Cathey learned a great 
deal about Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism through her re-

search and promoting of 
Hongwanji events over the 
years.  As a result, she was 
more aware of Buddhist te-
nets than the average temple 
member.

Her Jodo Shinshu ser-
vice, officiated by Reverend 
Satoshi  Ka’imipono Tomio-
ka was her beautiful parting 
gift.

Hundreds of her friends, 
family and associates were 
in attendance in person or 
via Zoom on Saturday, April 
12, 2025.

The future success of 
many events will be her leg-
acy.

On those occasions, we 
will remember and be grate-
ful for her dedication and 
efforts to promote peace, 
compassion and the aware-
ness of universal interde-
pendence.

Namo Amida Butsu

Honokaʼa
Continued from Page 1

Catherine “Cathey” Tarleton 
Aug. 5, 1954-Feb. 11, 2025

Remembering Cathey Tarleton

Photos Courtesy of the Honoka’a Hongwanji Peace Committee
With only an hour or two to spare, volunteers bag apples and 
tomatoes from boxes delivered by the Food Basket. From left, 
Susie Tamashiro, 15-year-old Yuji Ino, 17-year-old Kaylee 
Rodrigues, Terra Freeman and Steve Schwalenberg. Typical of 
the “new Sangha,” no one, with the exception of Yuji, is a dues-
paying member of Honokaʻa Hongwanji, but simply volunteer, 
practicing Dana.

Bishopʼs 
Message
Continued from Page 3

Prior to serving the public, Plating Crew leader Erik Burkhardt, 
left, checks out a sample meal assembled by Paul Zivalic, 
center, overseen by volunteer Doris Miller.
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life, we’re taught or condi-
tioned to think about things 
from a logical standpoint. 
We’re taught at a very early 
age that we have to use our 
smarts to get ahead, and that 
we need to use our logical 
sensibilities to understand 
this world. That’s what we’re 
taught and to a certain ex-
tent, that’s true. I’m not de-
nying that. However, we 
also have to remember that 
the story doesn’t stop there. 

We must continue to the 
Next Step which is to under-
stand that there is a world 
that operates on a logical 
basis far different from the 
one that we are accustomed 
to here in this world of delu-
sion.

We have to understand 
that there is a world of truth 
that transcends human rea-
soning. Every time I say that, 
I get asked, “Does that mean 
we need to make a leap of 
faith?  Does that mean we 
must abandon our logical 
thinking and blindly believe 
what we’re told in some kind 
of Dogma?”

No, absolutely not. For 
us, as Jodo Shinshu Bud-
dhists, religion and science 
are not at odds with each 
other. In fact, religion helps 
us to affirm the realities of 
science, and science helps 
us  to reaffirm our religious 
understanding. 

However, the world of 
absolute truth is not some-
thing we access through our 
rational thinking. It’s some-
thing we connect to intui-
tively.

We feel it at certain times 
in our lives but we can’t 
quite understand this  world 
that reaches out to us. We 
feel it, we sense it, but we 
cannot quite pinpoint what 
it is exactly. What is this 
connection that I feel with 
something outside of me? 
Those are the moments in 
which truth is calling out to 
us. I know you have these 
moments. The fact that 
you’re a living being means 
that you have had these con-
nections at one time or an-
other. 

Shinran Shonin explains 
those moments as hearing 
the Calling Voice of Amida 
Buddha’s voiceless voice. It 
is when we open our hearts 

and answer that call. There, 
the Buddha’s heart coincides 
with mine. That’s when I see 
both the futility and profun-
dity of this life. That’s when 
I see both the lunacy and the 
quietude of my life. That’s 
when I see Samsara em-
braced in Nirvana.

This is the Buddhist per-
spective. It gives us the 
chance to see ourselves as it 
truly is. But like the blinding 
light that is too bright for us 
to  see, the Buddha’s bright 
and warm world of light is 
far beyond that which we 
can comprehend.

We can get a sense of it, 
but we can’t quite under-
stand it entirely. This is the 
encountering of Truth. It is 
not something that is under-
stood with human rationali-
ty. It is something that is in-
tuitively felt.

I’d like to give you an ex-
ample that might help por-
tray what I’m talking about. 
My grandfather, Kakue Miy-
aji, was a Buddhist scholar 
who taught at Kyoto Wom-
en’s University for a long 
time and a lot of people re-
member him fondly as a 
passionate speaker of Jodo 
Shinshu Buddhism. 

Sometimes he was known 
to cry in his Dharma mes-
sages, as he was often moved 
by this world of Great Com-
passion. I knew him more as 
Ojiichan, Grandpa, and not 
the scholar that he was. But I 
have many memories of 
him. I’d like to share a story 
my father told me that he 
would often share.

My grandfather, Uno 
Kakue, was born in Nara, Ja-
pan, in a temple located in a 
village called Yoshino. How-
ever, at a young age, he was 
adopted into the Miyaji fam-
ily who had close ties with 
the Uno family.

The Miyaji family owned 
a temple where they resided, 
which is common in Japan. 
So, my grandfather became 
Kakue “Miyaji” instead of 
“Uno” and the Miyaji family 
lived on the island of Shi-
koku. 

The Miyaji family had no 
children, so you could imag-
ine when my grandfather 
was adopted into the family, 
which was not an uncom-
mon practice in Japan at the 
time, they were really happy 
that he came to the family. 

His adoptive mother, Ko-
mano-san in the Miyaji fam-
ily, showered him with love 

and treated him with great 
care almost to the point of 
pampering him. 

When my grandfather 
went off to study Buddhism 
in Kyoto, he would come 
home to Shikoku, and in 
those days, you had to take a  
ferry to get from Honshu to 
Shikoku. Every time he 
would come home, his 
mother would be waiting for 
him at the front of the port 
waving at him.

She would be eagerly wait-
ing and waiting. He 

would be a little embar-
rassed because when he 
came off the ferry, she 
would scream and shout and 
make a scene in front of oth-
ers. That’s how excited she 
would be to see him. Then 
when they meet, the first 
thing she would say would 
be, “When’s the next time 
you are coming home?” 

She would not ask, “How 
was the trip?  What would 
you like to eat?” The first 
thing she would say is, 
“When’s the next time you 
are coming home?”

You get this sense of this 
endearing mother who loved 
him dearly. After some time, 
my grandfather was drafted 
into the Japanese Army, and 
he was sent off to Manchu-
ria. Unfortunately, Koma-
no-san passed away during 
this time. She was cremated 
according to Japanese cus-
toms of the time, and her 
ashes were kept in a wooden 

box, an urn at the Daezenji  
temple in Shikoku. 

Fortunately, my grandfa-
ther survived the war and 
was able to come back to Ja-
pan. Cities were firebombed, 
and many of the urban cen-
ters were  reduced to ash 
and rubble.

Most of Kochi city was 
left intact, except one of the 
only bombs that dropped on 
that city, which happened to 
land near Daezenji. The 
temple caught fire and 
burned to the ground.

After hearing this, my 
grandfather hurried home 
and saw that the temple was 
reduced to ashes. As he 
combed the area in search of 
anything he could salvage, 
he came across a small box 
tucked away in the rubble. 
As he wiped off the soot and 
ash, he realized that the box 
he was holding was his 
mother’s urn. Out of this en-
tire area that he combed 
through, he stumbled upon 
his mother’s urn! What are 
the chances of that? What 
are the odds? 

Yet, there he was, hold-
ing this box-urn. Was it a 
coincidence? Or was it 
meant to be? 

As my grandfather was 
holding this wooden urn, he 
does something peculiar. He 
put it next to his ear and 
shook the box, and what he 
heard was the bones of the 
ashes rattling inside the box. 
Keep in mind that cremated 
ashes in Japan are different 

from America in the sense 
that here in America when 
remains are cremated, 
they’re pulverized to fine 
dust, right? 

If you have ever been to a 
funeral in Japan, you know 
that some fragments of the 
cremated remains are intact 
and that is what’s placed in 
the urn in addition to the re-
maining ashes. That’s a com-
mon practice to this day. 

My grandfather shakes 
this wooden box and he 
heard the rattling of the 
bones, but as he hears this 
noise, what immediately re-
sounds in his heart, in his 
mind, is his mother’s voice: 

“Tsugi itsu kaette kuruno?”  
When’s the next time you 
are coming home? 

How is this possible? 
She’s not physically there. Is 
it his imagination? Or is it 
something much more pro-
found taking place? 

This is what we call the 
working of the world of 
Great Compassion. 

Had that been me who 
rattled the box, I would have 
only heard bones rattling. 
Had that been my father? 
Same thing. He would have 
heard only the noise of the 
bones. 

It had to be my grandfa-
ther who had his specific 
karmic background, who 
was in that specific time and 
place in order for him to 
have encountered the time-

SEE PAGE 7

Rev. Miyaji
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy of Alan Kubota
A capacity crowd of 300 attendees including Alan Goto, left, Dexter Mar and Dr. Kaethe Kauffman 
put their hands together in Gassho during keynote speaker Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji’s speech.

BSC to Welcome Rev. Dr. Enrique Galvan-Alvarez
Ten lectures in person and on 
Zoom by the noted scholar will 
begin Aug. 4 in Honolulu
BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
KA LEO KᾹHEA MANAGING 
EDITOR

For its 51st annual 
Summer Session, Bud-
dhist Study Center 

will feature an interactive 
lecture series both in person 
and on Zoom by Reverend 
Dr. Enrique Galvan-Alvarez, 
professor at  the Universi-
dad de La Rioja and a mem-
ber of the Jodo Shinshu 
community in England.

Entitled “The Path Comes 
to Me, Awakening to Namo 
Amida Butsu,” the series of 
lectures from Aug. 4-8, 2025 
will be held at the BSC lec-
ture hall at 1436 University 
Ave. as well as online.

A native of the Canary 
Islands, Rev. Dr. Galvan-Al-
varez spent most of his adult 
life in the United Kingdom. 
He first encountered the 
Buddha’s teachings in 2003 

and began practicing under 
various Tibetan teachers. 

In 2011, he earned his 
Ph.D. in Modern Languages 
and that same year encoun-
tered the teachings of Shin-
ran Shonin.

Deeply moved by the 
writings of Rev. Dr. Al 
Bloom, he began a five-year-
long correspondence with 
the beloved scholar and 
teacher who, with Dr. Moku-
sen Miyuki, were coinciden-
tally the first BSC Summer 
Session speakers in 1974.

Rev. Dr. Galvan-Alvarez 
was ordained in 2019 at Ni-
shi Hongwanji and since 
then actively spread the 
Dharma in English and in 
Spanish. In 2025, he re-
ceived a  Kyōshi certifica-
tion.

During the Covid-19 pan-
demic, he formed Jinenkō, a 
Spanish language online 

group which draws mem-
bers from across the Span-
ish speaking world.

He also serves the Jodo 
Shinshu community in the 
UK both online and in per-
son, visiting members in 
their homes across England.

About his upcoming se-
ries, Rev. Dr. Galvan-Alvarez 
cites how English language 
literature about Buddhism 

uses “very static and inward-
looking images.

“There is a risk of paint-
ing too static a picture with 
Amida Buddha as an all-
powerful figure residing in 
a faraway Pure Land, a calm 
of unchanging serenity 
where we go to rest,” he 
said.

As comforting as these 
themes may be in our turbu-
lent world, “We should not  
forget that the core princi-
ples of the Dharma are im-
permanent and interdepen-
dence.

“What would the Bud-
dha’s awakening and Ami-
da’s Pure Land look like if 
we looked outward rather 
than inward, if we focused 
on our relation rather than 
inferiority?

“What if we thought of 
shinjin not so much as a 
‘settled heart,’ but as a dy-
namic, ever-changing rela-
tionship with awakening?’ 

All of Rev. Dr. Galvan-
Alvarez’ classes at BSC start 
at 6 p.m. and are scheduled:

• Monday, Aug. 4: With
an Opening Service and a 

lecture on “Meeting a ‘Good 
Friend’: Walking With 
Teachers”

• Tuesday, Aug. 5:
“Shakyamuni Awakened by 
Everyone”

• Wednesday, Aug. 6:
“Amida as Relation: Namo 
Amida Butsu”

• Thursday, Aug. 7:
“Where Are All the Gensō 
Bodhisattvas?” and 

• Friday, Aug. 8: Closing
Service and Lecture, “Ritual 
as Relationship: Journeys of 
Yearning and Return”

Venues and details for 
temples in the Oahu District 
and the Neighbor Islands 
were not confirmed by 
deadline but their dates are: 
Kauai via Zoom on July 30, 
Maui on July 31, O’ahu Dis-
trict on Aug. 1 and Hawai’i 
Island on Aug. 2-3. 

Details including sug-
gested preparation materi-
als, online registration and 
donation are available at 
https://bschawaii.org/sum-
mer-session/ or by calling 
Honpa Hongwanji Mission 
Headquarters at (808) 522-
9200.

Reverend Dr. Enrique 
Galvan-Alvarez invites those 
attending BSC’s Summer 
Session to “reevaluate 
(their) understanding of the 
Dharma.” 
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2024, that time limitation 
switched back to the two-
year limit.

When the idea of a Propa-
gation Program Grant first 
started three decades ago, 
committee members decided 
on two levels of funding: 
Special big projects on the 
state level and smaller local 
level grants available to any 
temple or organization.

A committee composed of 
seven laypersons and five 
ministers served for three 
years, some in deliberately 
staggered terms to ensure 
continuity.

Led by then-Executive 
Secretary Reverend Koho 
Takata, the new committee 
created guidelines for ac-
ceptable projects and deter-
mined their own responsi-
bilities and deadlines. 

Bishop Thom T. Nakani-
shi gave the project its direc-
tion: Funding had to be 
available to all districts; 
ideas had to be new and in-
novative; communication 
between the committee and 
the temples needed to im-
prove when considering the 
proposed projects, and for-
mulating long-range and 
short-range goals was impor-
tant.

Monies had to be made 
available to fund state proj-
ects, he said, and after the 

1989 Centennial, $500,000 
was set aside as an endow-
ment fund from the Centen-
nial solely to the Commission 
on Buddhist Education. 

Among the early projects 
funded by the committee was 
a Statewide Family Confer-
ence in Kauai in the early 
2000s, according to Rev. 
Takata, currently assigned to 
West Los Angeles Buddhist 
Temple.

Today, the Propagation 
Program Grant Committee is 
one of seven standing com-
mittees in the Hawaii Kyodan 
and its guidelines are flexi-
ble: 

First, while Jan. 31 and 
July 31 are the two deadlines 
for submitting applications, 
special consideration for re-
quests is possible on a case-
by-case basis. 

Second, in special situa-
tions, the two-year time limit 
may be extended by the com-
mittee when extenuating cir-
cumstances exist.

And third, requests for 
major equipment purchases 
are not considered valid ex-
penses, but reasonably small 
items and supply expenses 
are acceptable. 

Recently, the committee 
revised its grant criteria from 
“New, innovative, creative 
ideas or activities focusing 
on Buddhist Education and 
the propagation of the Dhar-
ma” to “Priority will be given 
to innovative, creative ideas 
or activities focusing on Bud-
dhist Education and the 

propagation of the Dharma.” 
Between 2007 and 2018, 

under the chairmanship of 
Wailuku Hongwanji Mis-
sion’s Rev. Shinkai Muraka-
mi, the Propagation Program 
grants approved for funding 
ranged from narrowly-fo-
cused books like the well-re-
ceived “The Buddha’s Gift to 
the World” and “The Golden 
Chain of Love” to an ambi-
tious collection compiled by 
Dharma School Teachers 
from Wailuku Hongwanji 
Mission, “Thoughts, Poems, 
Aspirations and Art,” subti-
tled “Expressions of Dhar-
ma.”

Oahu’s Dharma School 
Teachers also received fund-
ing for its publication aimed 
at understanding Shin Bud-
dhism by studying “Death 
and Dying,” a 2019 work dis-
tributed to all temples state-
wide. Even today, many tem-
ples have copies to  help 
young people understand 
and cope with the subject of 
loss.

Starting in 2022, the 
Propagation Program Grant 
generally funded projects 
that had long-term impacts 
and reached wider audienc-
es: Improving Internet ac-
cess at and for temples and 
ministers, and creating the 
“Passport” booklets that en-
couraged members, non-
members, visitors and any-
one interested in Hongwanji 
temples to take the first step 
to explore other Honolulu 
District  temples.

Inspired by Honzan’s 
Stamp Rally and other simi-
lar programs, the Passport 
program encouraged people 
to explore and participate in 
activities at various locations 
while gathering stamps as 
proof of their visits. It re-
quired only $3,000 to print 
the booklets, purchase stick-
ers for each destination and 
gather keepsakes to incentiv-
ize participants.

More recently, the compi-
lation “Sharing Your Nem-
butsu Moments” and the new 
“Praises of the Buddha” col-
lection of 153 gathas from 
the Triple Celebration Music 
Committee were granted 
funding. Both are available 
now either from temples or 
through the Headquarters 
Bookstore. 

But over the past two 
years, the number of appli-
cations and the scope of 
projects submitted has 
dropped significantly.

“We’re asking people who 
already have new, creative 
ideas that spread the Dharma 
message, whether it’s for 
projects or activities, to 
please apply,” current com-
mittee chair Rev. Tomo Hojo 
of West Kauai Hongwanji 
said.

“Members who come up 
with ideas to help our Hong-
wanji, who think of projects 
with the potential of state-
wide implications can start 
by meeting with their minis-
ters to discuss a budget, goals 
and objectives.”

Deadlines for submitting 
the two-page application 
form with a supporting bud-
get proposal are the same 
every year: Jan. 31 and July 
31, after which the current 
committee members meets 
in March and September to 
review applications. 

While the selection pro-
cess is confidential, once 
projects are approved, they 
may be shared on the Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Ha-
waii website and they be-
come the property of HHMH.

Questions may be direct-
ed to temple ministers who 
have details on guidelines, 
criteria, know the applica-
tion process and the step-by-
step requirements once a 
grant is awarded.

less working of Great Life.
This was his moment of 

the connection between 
time and timelessness, be-
tween finite and infinite. It 
is serendipitous yet, inevita-
ble.

It is “indescribable, inex-
plicable and inconceivable,” 
or fukasho, fukasetsu, fukashi. 

This kind of world is be-
yond what we’re able to de-
fine, discern and compre-
hend just by human 
rationality and reasoning. 
All we can do is humbly re-
ceive this in gratitude. 

There is a world that is 
more profound that is at 
work at this very minute. 
The voice of his mom, Kom-
ano-san, emerging in his 
heart, when he shook that 
urn, was the working of 
Amida Buddha speaking to 
Kakue-san, telling him to 
come here, telling him the 
Pure Land awaited him.

You, too, will have your 
specific encountering with 
the world of truth that only 
you will understand. It is the 
encountering that is custom-
ized to your karmic upbring-
ing. 

It is universal for all, yes, 
yet it is specific to each and 
every one of you. That oxy-
moron itself is the very evi-
dence of the limits of human 
reasoning. To the Buddha, 

this makes perfect sense. To 
us, this is inconceivable. But 
when this encountering hap-
pens, all you will be able to 
do is to respond with “Namo 
Amida Butsu.”

That’s all there is left to 
do. It is you saying, “Mes-
sage received. Namo Amida 
Butsu.” 

It gives me great joy 
knowing that moment will 
come to you someday,  if it 
hasn’t already. 

Then you’ll know what 
Shinran Shonin was talking 
about. Then you’ll know why 
this tradition has existed for 
800 years just counting from 
Shinran Shonin; 2,500 years 
from the time of Shakyamuni 
Buddha himself. 

Then you’ll know why all 
the criticisms against Jodo 
Shinshu that, “It’s not  real 
Buddhism” are all baseless 
and not deserving of serious 
attention. 

Then you’ll know why 
coming to temple is so damn 
important for each and ev-
ery one of us. 

The Buddha is calling to 
us as the only Nembutsu.

Each of you will have 
your own story of how the 
Buddha’s compassion shook 
you to your core.

It may not be through 
your mother like it was for 
my grandfather. Perhaps it’s 
through your spouse. Per-
haps it’s through an encoun-
ter with a stranger. Perhaps 
it’s when you’re walking on 
the beach by yourself as the 

sun sets in the distant hori-
zon. 

We don’t know, but rest 
assured we, too, are being 
guided by the immeasurable 
causes and conditions of a 
transcendent world of 
boundless wisdom and com-
passion. 

The more we hear this
message, the more we 

come to encounter this 
world, the more we start to 
sense it in our everyday 
lives. The world of absolute 
truth is always speaking to 
us, we just have to be ready 
to hear it. When we open our 
hearts up to the Nembutsu 
teaching, we will gain the 
ears to hear the Amida Bud-
dha’s calling voice.

Thank you for this once-
in-a-lifetime opportunity to 

be the speaker of Triple Cel-
ebration.

To recap, first I talked 
about who Amida Buddha is: 
the transcendence of space 
and time. Then I talked 
about the Nembutsu being 
the connection to Amida 
Buddha.

Amida Buddha calls out 
to us much like a mother 
would her child. Then the 
child learns to respond back.

However, it is hard to 
understand this connection 
due to our blind passions. 
Nevertheless, despite having 
these blind passions, we are 
still able to awaken to the 
understanding that we are 
embraced in the world of 
Great Compassion. That 
connection, is indeed uni-
versal, but it is also univer-
sally unique to your specific 
karmic causes and condi-
tions. 

The honor of speaking 
today really makes me real-
ize just how much we are 
being guided and supported 
by our loved ones and ances-
tors who came before us. It 
is their wish for us to find 
true and lasting peace and 
happiness. It is the same 
wish that coincides with that 
of Amida Buddha’s wish 
known as the Primal Vow.

I hope this occasion rein-
vigorates a sense of pride 
and joy not only in our past, 
but also as Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhists living today. This 
will, in turn become the 
same hope and wish for the 

next generation to be able to 
hear the calling voice of 
Amida Buddha’s great Wis-
dom and Compassion.

There is no greater gift 
we can leave behind other 
than the message of the 
timeless and universal em-
bracement of the Buddha. 
All other things are fleeting 
and impermanent, only the 
Nembutsu is true and real. 

Let’s help spread this 
message to a world that so 
desperately needs to hear 
this teaching of universal 
spiritual liberation. Let’s 
share the joy of the Nembut-
su together with all beings of 
this world, just as the theme 
of this conference suggests.

I will close with the open-
ing words from Shinran 
Shonin in his book, “The Ky-
ogyoshinsho” which ex-
pounds his deep joy in en-
countering the wonderful 
Nembutsu teaching:

“How joyous I am, my 
heart and mind being rooted 
in the Buddha-ground of the 
universal Vow, and my 
thoughts and feelings flowing 	
within the Dharma-ocean 
which is beyond comprehen-
sion!

“I am deeply aware of the 
Tathagata’s immense compas-
sion, and I sincerely revere the 
benevolent care behind the 
masters’ teaching activity.

“My joy grows ever fuller, 
my gratitude and indebtedness 
ever more compelling.”

Namo Amida Butsu

Rev. Miyaji
Continued from Page 6

More than 200 members and friends from 12 Hawai’i Island temples 
attended the 51st annual Gathafest hosted by Puna Hongwanji Mis-
sion in Kea’au on Sunday, February 23.

After a short service officiated by Rev. Satoshi Ka’imipono Tomioka and 
assisted by Rimban Kazunori Takahashi, the program opened with a perfor-
mance by the Honoka’a band.

In total, representatives from eight temples, including the combined 
Honohina, Papa’aloa, Honomu and Papaikou performed gathas and songs 
following the theme, “Nurturing the Nembutsu” and this year’s slogan, 
“Cultivating Awareness.”

Puna Hongwanji practiced “going green” by asking attendees to down-
load a QR code for programs using their SmartPhones.

At “half time,”  Puna Taiko and Puna Choir rallied the audience with “Ao 
Ao” with audience participation. 			   — Ellen Miyashiro

Hawai'i Island Temples 
Meet for 51st Gathafest

Courtesy of Robin Sato
Hundreds of Hawai’i Island members from 12 Hongwanji temples gathered for the 
51st annual Gathafest at Puna Hongwanji Mission in Kea’au on Feb. 23. 

Propagation
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy of Alan Kubota
Rod Moriyama, left, then-
president of Wahiawa 
Hongwanji Mission, shared a 
lighthearted moment with 
Rev. Dr. Takashi Miyaji after 
the keynote speech.

Available Now
Both books funded 

by Propagation Program 
Grants in 2024 are avail-
able now.

“Praises of the 
Buddha” ($20) and 
“Sharing Your Nembutsu 
Moments” ($7) may be 
purchased from the 
Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion of Hawai’i Book-
store.

For  more information, 
call (808) 522-9202 or 
email hqbooks@ 
honpahi.org
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Here’s a brief compilation 
of news and various activities 
from around Hawaii temples. 

Updates of interest may be 
sent to newsletter@honpahi.
org

O’AHU
Holding office at temples 

can be demanding and with 
membership in decline, 
finding new leaders has 
been a challenge. Wahiawa 
Hongwanji Mission is no 
exception.

Individuals who have 
served for several years may 
find it difficult to accept 
new ideas, accept change 
and let go of the status quo, 
a practice common in large 
organizations, said former 
president Rod Moriyama, 
who experienced corporate 
America for decades.

By recognizing that a 
generational divide exists, 
Wahiawa has moved toward 
having co-officers which 
lessens the burden on one 
person who may feel over-
whelmed by the duties of 
the office. The move also 
helps ease the temple’s  
transition to the next gener-
ation of incoming leaders.

Venus Oshiro, the moth-
er of two young children 
and an entrepreneur who 
has deep ties to the Wahiawa 
area, agreed to serve as co-
president, but felt she 
needed to learn the internal 
workings of Honpa Hong-
wanji.

Carolyn Uchiyama, a 
long-time vice president at 
Wahiawa and active at both 
the District and Headquar-
ters levels, agreed to serve 
as the other co-president.

Twin sisters Jan Fukada 
and Joy Okimoto are sharing 
the board secretary duties 
while they also serve as 
their mother’s caregiver.

“We are fortunate to 
have these individuals to 
provide a transition to fu-
ture generations at the 
Hongwanji,” Rod Moriyama 
said.

☐
A Career Exploration 

Discussion at Jikoen Hong-
wanji took place on March 9 
where members of high 
school and college-age 
young adults shared their 
experiences among them-
selves after Sunday service. 

The opportunity for Gen-
Zers to network, connect 
and exchange ideas with 
each other was initiated by 
Co-President Lois Toyama 

and coordinated by Marcie 
Moribe who spoke about 
her career path choices, 
challenges and goals.

While most of the young 
adults knew each other from 
temple, having met over the 
years, many felt they lacked 
the opportunity to interact 
with each other in the tem-
ple setting to discuss their 
college majors, their career 
decisions, job challenges 
and plans for their futures.

During the Career Explo-
ration Discussion, partici-
pants exchanged answers to 
nine questions including, 
“What keeps you connected 
to Jikoen?”

“The chance to form and 
grow relationships with 
members of all ages is a 
benefit of Jikoen that we 
need to extend to our 
younger members,” Mrs. 
Toyama said. “This Career 
Exploration Discussion 
opened the door.”

MAUI
At Wailuku Hongwanji 

Mission, Reverend Shinkai 
Murakami has introduced 
an innovative practice to 
encourage Dharma School 
youngsters to feel more in-
volved in Sunday services.

Guided by the Reverend 
through the back entrance 
of the onaijin, two or three 
students take their seats 
across the minister in the 
chairs for officiants as they 
chant the sutra, typically an 
often-heard one like “Gass-
ho to Amida.”

“I wanted them to under-
stand that the temple — es-
pecially the onaijin — is truly 
a sacred space of Amida 

Buddha and that they are 
there together with Amida 
Buddha,” Rev. Murakami 
said. “I hoped they would 
develop a strong sense of 
ownership, that the temple 
belongs to them, too.”

Since February, more 
Dharma School students 
and their parents have been 
excited to attend services 
and eagerly look forward to 
their turn at participating in 
the service. 

KAUAI
In preparation for its 

125th anniversary in No-
vember of 2025, Lihue Hon-
gwanji Mission’s temple 
leaders, sangha members 
and Rev. Shawn Yagi have 
asked   current and former 
members to submit their 
memories from the past. 

Many have responded. 
Among their “small kid 
time” recollections:

• My mother used to give
me a dime for the offertory 
before I got on the church 
bus on Sunday mornings. 
Several of us would go to Na-
ganuma Store for candy. I 
would only spend a nickel so 
I would still have a nickel for 
the offertory.

• Every New Year’s Day,
kids would get a brown paper 
bag to take home. Inside was 
an apple, an orange, a pencil 
and a cellophane bag of 
Christmas hard candy.

• I remember Shigeo Miy-
oshi’s stories. He had a 
wooden frame standing on 
wheels with large story 
cards, called kamishibai (pa-
per theater). We enjoyed his 
stories because we could un-
derstand him.       

Anyone who wishes to 
submit their recollections 
may email them to lihuehong-
wanjimission@gmail.com

☐
Kapa’a Hongwanji Mis-

sion has joined the growing 
movement by temples to 
start an Archiving Project to 
ensure that their histories 
are preserved for future 
generations.

Thanks to a generous, 
directed and anonymous 
donation, the Kapaʻa Ar-
chiving Project will be 
chaired by Brook Madrone, 
a retired nurse practitioner 
from Bremerton, Washing-
ton, assisted by Ethel Aiko 
Oda, whose parents were 
longtime members of Kapa’a 
Hongwanji, and Gerald 
Takesono, the son of the 
late Rev. Seikaku Takesono 
who served as Kapa’a’s min-
ister from 1950 to 1967.

Inspired by recent Ar-
chives Committee presenta-
tions and how-to informa-
tion shared by committee 
chair David Atcheson, the 
Kapa’a archivists began by 
gathering photographs and 
purchasing acid-free boxes, 
mylar sheets, gloves and a 
dehumidifier.

Volunteers who are pas-
sionate about preserving 
Kapaʻaʻs legacy and wish to 
take part in gathering docu-
ments and collecting oral 
and written histories may 
contact Roberta Yanagawa 
at mail@kapaahongwanji.
org or call (808) 822-4667.

HAWAI’I ISLAND
At its third annual Chil-

dren’s Festival held on in 
April 19,  Puna Hongwanji 
Mission  continued last 
year’s   passport program to 
encourage youngsters to 
take part in the wide range 
of different activities.

As they were admitted, 
all keiki received passport 
booklets and were encour-
aged to visit booths, gather 
stamps and be eligible to be 
entered into a  prize draw-
ing. 

Youngsters colored 
kabuto (warrior helmets), 
created  bunny headbands, 
made koi nobori (flying 
carp),  kokeshi  dolls, straw 
lei, genki balls  and learned 
how to make paʻi ʻai (poi).

In addition to informa-
tional displays from Credit 
Union Hawai’i and Maikaʻi 
Health,  support from the 
community included partic-
ipation by the Hilo High 
School Japanese Club, Hilo 
Intermediate School Intra-
mural Club, the Institute for 
Native Pacific Education 
and Culture (INPEACE), Ben 
Franklin Crafts, Hawai’i Po-
lice Department, Hawai’i 
Fire Department, Big Island 
Active, E.M. Awareness and 
Mālama Hāloa Hui Kuʻi.

Groups from Puna Hong-
wanji including the BWA, 
Judo Club, Scouts  and taiko 
groups from Puna and Pa-
hala took part.

BY MEGAN LEE
PACIFIC BUDDHIST 
ACADEMY DIRECTOR OF 
ADVANCEMENT

Avibrant display of mu-
sic and community 
spirit was showcased 

at Pacific Buddhist Academy’s 
19th annual Taiko Festival on 
March 16, 2025 at the Mo-
analua High School Perform-
ing Arts Center.

Following the theme 
“Wabi Sabi,” the program 
featured a blend of modern 
and traditional works, capti-
vating an audience of more 
than 500 attendees.

PBA’s Rock Band opened 
both segments of the pro-
gram beginning with Wee-
zer’s “Say It Ain’t So,” and the 
Romantics’ “Talking in Your 
Sleep” to the Queen/David 
Bowie classic “Under Pres-
sure” and the Eagles’ “Hotel 
California.”

Pianist and co-emcee Riho 
Umitani performed “Once 
Upon a December” from the 
musical “Anastasia” and the 
trio of Addison Hernandez, 
Rylan Villamor and Zachary 
Yoshida performed “Wahine 
`Ilikea” celebrating the beau-
ty of Moloka’i.

But the centerpiece of the 
evening, the Hyaku Sen Ki 
Kai Taiko, PBA’s premiere 
ensemble comprised of 10 
students, offered eight tradi-
tional and original composi-
tions including “Yatai Bayas-
hi” from Chichibu.

The entire student body 
and teachers  closed the first 
half of the program with the 
physically demanding “Sōran 
Bushi,” depicting life in a 
Hokkaido fishing village.

Among the original works, 
those by Chad "Chihiro" Oka-
wa, (PBA Class of ’23) and 
“Ukiyo,” by Rev. Blayne Na-
kasone Sakata, (Class of ’14) 

rounded out the program by 
the Hyaku Sen Ki Kai.

A special tribute to senior 
Kaya Blum by Taiko master 
and PBA instructor Jay Toyo-
fuku, her fellow PBA students 
Maya Galvez and Addison 
Hernandez, featured Kyu 

Sakamoto’s catchy 1963 pop 
song, “Sukiyaki.” 

Blum and dozens of other 
PBA students often perform 
at festivals, events and tem-
ples throughout the year.

“These kids work very 
hard all year-around,” Toyo-

fuku said.
“Every time you play, it’s 

like moving house. There is 
so much heavy equipment 
that needs to be moved, 
packed, loaded and unloaded.

“These kids do it tirelessly 
without any complaint and 
accept it all as part of doing 
the art of taiko. They have a 
real love for the art, or they 
wouldn’t be doing those 
things.”

All freshmen at Pacific 
Buddhist Academy are re-
quired to study taiko which  
helps to ground students 
mentally, physically and 
spiritually.

The success of the taiko 
festival reflects the collective 
effort of the entire PBA com-
munity whether by attending, 
donating, or supporting 
through purchasing school 
related merchandise, the 
contributions of many make 
the event possible.
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Taking Bold Steps Today to Plan for a Brighter Future

Courtesy of Robin Sato
Young fishing fans haul in their catches at last year’s Puna 
Hongwanji Children’s Festival in Kea’au.

Courtesy of Joan Tamori
Dharma School students Risa Cabral, left, and Ziva Alboro 
Koyama chant a sutra in the onaijin on a Sunday morning at 
Wailuku Hongwanji Mission.

Courtesy of Wahiawa 
Hongwanji Mission

Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission 
co-presidents Carolyn 
Uchiyama, left, and Venus 
Oshiro rely on and help each 
other as they share their 
duties.

Courtesy of Pacific Buddhist Academy
Pacific Buddhist Academy’s student body and faculty filled the 
stage of Moanalua Performing Arts Center for  the physically 
demanding “Sōran Bushi” to close the first half of the program.

Pacific Buddhist Academy Celebrates Its 19th Annual Taiko Festival




