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AUGUST 2025 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI 

On August 14, 2025, to mark the 80th anniversary of the end of World War II, members of the Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii and community members gathered at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii 
Betsuin for a special Commemoration Service titled “In Remembrance and Reflection: 
Commemorating 80 Years Since the End of World War II.” During the Commemoration Service, 
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani delivered the following aspiration. 

 
In Remembrance and Reflection 

Commemorating 80 Years Since the End of World War II 
August 14, 2025 

 
Aspiration  

The Amida Tathagata, out of boundless compassion for beings lost in the defilements of this world, 
stood up and raised inconceivable vows, fulfilled the sacred practice of embracing and never 
abandoning a single being, and established the Pure Land of peace and bliss. 

This compassionate calling of the Buddha, as the sacred Name, Namo Amida Butsu, resounds 
throughout the ten directions. The Buddha continues to call out to us, guiding all who wander in the 
darkness of ignorance. 

And yet, this world of the three realms is like a burning house, ever impermanent. Our human 
ignorance and foolishness are deeply rooted. Consumed by desires for fame, gain, and pleasure, we 
ignite flames of anger and fall into endless conflict. We harm ourselves,  we harm others, and the 
cycle does not cease. 

Eighty years ago, the Second World War, a conflict that affected countries across the globe, came to 
an end. Countless precious lives were lost. Many cities were reduced to ruins. Many people lost their 
families, friends, homes, and endured unimaginable pain. How deep, how unbearable, their sorrow 
must have been. 

The cries born from that suffering and the tears shed in that grief reach us today as a silent yet 
powerful plea for peace. 

Shakyamuni Buddha taught: “Hatreds never cease by hatreds in this world. By love alone do they 
cease. This is an ancient Law.” He taught us that all living beings are interconnected, sharing in the 
great web of life. The path that destroys others is the path that ultimately destroys oneself. The path 
that allows others to live is the path on which we, too, are truly brought to life. 
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These timeless truths we must now, more than ever, take deeply into our hearts. In this time of 
division and conflict, may each of us gathered here today listen closely to these voices and embrace 
the aspirations of our predecessors who longed for a world of tranquility and harmony. May we 
uphold human dignity, nurture a mind of compassion, and ensure the tragedies of the past are never 
repeated. 

Let us walk forward together—to carry forward the message of peace from our predecessors, to ease 
the suffering of those who live among us today, and to protect the smiles of those who are yet to be 
born. 

With humble hearts, I offer this aspiration. Namo Amida Butsu. 

Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani 

Announcements:  

• The recording of the event is publicly available for a limited time (through September 22) on 
the HHMH YouTube channel at https://youtu.be/hj7iZiCJhBQ 

• The Photo Posters used at a Special Exhibit at Hawaii Betsuin on August 14 are now available 
for HHMH temples that want to organize their own exhibit. These posters, a set of 30, are 
provided by the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Museum to the HHMH. Please contact the HQ 
for more information.   
 
 

RING YOUR BELL FOR PEACE DAY 2025 
 
The public is invited to join the virtual “6th Annual Ring Your Bell for Peace Day,” which is an interfaith, 
multicultural, and international gathering of individuals and organizations who are enjoying a 
program with esteemed speakers, entertainers, and participants to share the common interest of 
promoting peace, mutual respect, and unity.  Hosted by Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. 
 
Everyone logs on September 22nd at 8:15 AM, and the program goes live on Zoom and Facebook Live 
at 8:30 AM with messages and music of peace. At 9:00 AM, there is a minute of silence to honor all 
who sacrificed for peace. At 9:01, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani of Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Mission will 
ask everyone to ring their bells for 5 minutes. Participants’ screens will be spotlighted, and you will 
see children in their classes ringing bells, temple bells being rung by ministers and friends, senior 
centers, and families in their living rooms ringing their bells for peace! What a great feeling! 
 
Past participants have registered from Canada, the continental United States, Hawaii, Germany, and 
Japan, totaling nearly 1800. 
  
           DATE:    Monday, September 22, 2025  
           TIME:      8:30AM - 9:30 AM 
           PLACE:    Zoom link will be sent to all who register by Thursday, Sept. 19, 2025 

REGISTER:       bit.ly/PeaceDay2025 
or send email request to renemansho@hawaii.rr.com 
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While Peace Day becomes more important each year, this creative approach allows people 
worldwide to personally connect and promote peace. It has uplifted our spirits and adds a little 
sunshine to our lives for a memorable occasion. In the past, participants included women from 
Ukraine sharing their stories, Lahaina Jodo Mission sharing the moments of the 2023 Maui Wildfire, 
and guest speaker Ramona Okumura, a humanitarian working in Gaza with the Palestine Children’s 
Relief Fund to help fit prosthetics for young people. 
 
Sharing Hawaii’s peace message, culture, and music is Hawaii’s Ambassador for Peace and ukulele 
virtuoso Jake Shimabukuro, who always makes this an event to remember! 
 
SHINING SPIRIT AWARD 
 
Name of Award: Shining Spirit Award 
Deadline: November 15 
 
PURPOSE: 
To recognize youth in Hawaii for their outstanding community service and embodying the spirit of 
selfless giving. Our aim is to inspire the next generation to understand and embrace the importance 
of serving and contributing to the greater good of society. With this honor, we believe these young 
individuals will continue to grow into Living Treasures in our community. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: 

• 10-20 years old 
• Legal resident of Hawaii 
• Engaged in activity for at least 12 months prior to date of application 

 
CRITERIA FOR SELECTION: 
Impact on Community: Evidence of meaningful change, whether through addressing a community 
need, improving quality of life, or inspiring others. 
Initiative: How does the individual demonstrate leadership, show creativity in problem-solving or 
develop new ways to address issues? 
Effort: How does the individual exemplify dedication and resilience, demonstrate consistent, 
sustained effort in their projects or causes, even under challenging circumstances? 
Personal Growth: Describe how the individual gained new skills, built confidence, or learned 
valuable lessons that have contributed to their personal development. 
 
NOMINATION PROCEDURE: 
An organization or person from the community (teacher, advisor, counselor, mentor, clergy, coach, 
etc.) may nominate a young person for this recognition by submitting the following: 

• Nomination form with information on the nominee (attached) 
• Recommendation letters (maximum of three) 

 
You may submit completed nomination forms and recommendation letters: 

• By mail to Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
Attn: Youth Award 
1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, HI 96813 

• By Email - admin@honpahi.org 
• By dropping off a form at Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii during office hours 

mailto:admin@honpahi.org
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The completed nomination form and letters of recommendation must be received by the Living 
Treasures of Hawaii™ Committee no later than November 15, 2025. Any nomination received after 
December 1 will be considered for the following year. If selected, parental consent will be required 
if the nominee is under 18 years of age. The selection committee reserves the right to not select an 
honoree and the decision of the committee is final. For more information, please call the Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii main office at (808) 522-9200. 
 
COMMISSION ON BUDDHIST EDUCATION  
 
Please save the dates for the following events in October: 
 
Saturday, October 4: 1-3 PM (Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall)   
Okaeri’s Letters to Home Book Tour  
featuring panelists Aiden Aizumi, Keith Nishida, Jill Guillermo-Tagawa and Jessica Kawamura (all 
contributors to the book) and moderator, Camaron Miyamoto. “Letters to Home” is an anthology of 
essays, poetry and art by LGBTQ+ individuals and allies. Through sharing lived experiences, both 
positive and negative, contributors explore themes of identity, community, acceptance and 
“home.”  Here is the link to register: https://forms.gle/9nyxNpfGQKvM9WpC9. 
 
Sunday, October 5: 9:30 AM LGBTQ+ Service at Hawaii Betsuin 
Aiden Aizumi is the guest speaker, followed by a Talk Story Session 
 
Saturday, October 11 - 9 - 11 am (Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall) 
Honolulu and Oahu Districts’ Nembutsu Seminar 
Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating Awareness with Noah Rasheta 
Noah Rasheta is a Buddhist teacher, author, and host of the Secular Buddhism podcast. He shares 
practical mindfulness teachings worldwide, helping people apply Buddhist wisdom in everyday life. 
He lives in Utah with his wife and three children. 
Key Points: 
● Re-imagining the Nembutsu: Exploring the practice not just as a chant, but as a powerful way 

of seeing the world with new eyes and a grateful heart. 
● Everyday Nembutsu: Simple, practical techniques to bring moments of peace and insight into 

a modern, everyday life. 
● The Mind as a Garden: A practical exploration of how to gently cultivate the seed of gratitude 

that lies within all of us. 
● Finding Gratitude in Unexpected Places: Uncovering profound lessons in ordinary objects and 

events. 
Please register using this link: https://forms.gle/rRWq7PSNfw1MpMwL6. 
 
Sunday, October 12:  9 AM Morning Service at Aiea Hongwanji 
Noah Rasheta will be the guest speaker followed by a Talk Story Session 
 
Sunday, October 19: Virtual Dharma School Gathering via Zoom  
This is an intergenerational offering – all ages are encouraged to attend! 
Theme: Nurturing Nembutsu: Cultivating Awareness 
Dharma Message will be given by Reverend Tomo Hojo, West Kauai Hongwanji 
Adult Breakout Room Message will be presented by Ms. Edythe Vassall, Former Ka Leo Kāhea 
Managing Editor, member of Hilo Betsuin, BWA, and Board of Spiritual Affairs 

https://forms.gle/9nyxNpfGQKvM9WpC9
https://forms.gle/rRWq7PSNfw1MpMwL6
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8:45 - 9:45 AM Dharma School Teachers’ Meeting 
10:00 AM Intergenerational Service 
10:40 AM Breakout Rooms (Adult and Dharma School by grade levels) 
11:30 AM Sharing Dharma School Creations 
12:00 PM Pau 

Please register using this link: https://forms.gle/gK8QJqJe6xbgz4AVA 
 
KAUAI DISTRICT NEMBUTSU SEMINAR 
 
The Kauai Hongwanji Council will be hosting the 2025 Kauai Nembutsu Seminar with Reverend 
Yuki Sugahara, Head Minister of the Buddhist Church of Sacramento. 
 
This seminar will be offered in person at Kauai Hongwanji temples and via Zoom. 
Seminar Details 
・Title: Daily Life and Jodo Shinshu 
・Guest Speaker: Reverend Yuki Sugahara (Head Minister, Buddhist Church of Sacramento) 
・Date: Sunday, October 12, 2025 
・Time: 9:00 AM (HST) 
・Platform: Hybrid (Kauai Hongwanji Temples & Zoom) 
・Note: We will attend the seminar at our temple instead of the regular Sunday service. Rev. 
Sugahara will deliver the seminar from Sacramento via Zoom. 
 
Registration 
Registration is required. Please complete the form at: https://forms.gle/tfCfzXD7vHLkrBpA7 
Registration deadline: October 5, 2025 
Upon completing the form, you will receive an automatic confirmation email from Google Forms. 
 
Donation 
Donations to support the seminar can be made payable to Kauai Hongwanji Council and mailed 
to Kapaa Hongwanji Mission at 4-1170 Kuhio Highway, Kapaa, HI 96746. 
 
Capacity 
Maximum capacity is 100 participants (first come, first served). 
 
Please see the attached file for additional details. If you have any questions, contact Rev. Tomo 
Hojo at thojo@honpahi.org.  
 
“AN INTERMEDIATE-LEVEL COURSE ON SHIN BUDDHISM IN THE WEST AND BEYOND” 
 
Application to Register for the Course:  https://forms.gle/oYbRjVPg6sdnQz2v7 
 
Description: This online course is an intermediate-level introduction for those seeking a 
religious/spiritual understanding and appreciation of Shin (or Jodo Shinshu) Buddhism, the largest 
Buddhist school in Japan today, with a history of 136 years in North America. The course seeks to 
present the Shin teachings and practices in ways that remain true to Shinran but also go beyond the 
traditional understanding for those earnestly seeking a path for greater meaning and purpose in this 
life as well as beyond death. 
 

https://forms.gle/gK8QJqJe6xbgz4AVA
https://forms.gle/tfCfzXD7vHLkrBpA7
mailto:thojo@honpahi.org
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Dates: 10 sessions, each held on the first Saturday of the month, start on October 4, 2025 
Time: 5:00 - 6:30 PM (Pacific Time) 
Instructor and Moderator: Kenneth K. Tanaka, Professor Emeritus, Musashino University, Tokyo 
* Please see the attached flyer for more details about this educational offering. 
 
PRE-WAR HONGWANJI NEWSLETTERS AVAILABLE ONLINE 
 
Early last year, Rev. Daido Baba 
discovered a treasure in an 
unassuming cardboard box in 
storage at Headquarters: a near-
complete set of the Kyodan Jiho, a 
Hongwanji Hawaii newsletter with 
issues spanning from 1921-1941. The 
content is mostly in Japanese, with 
some English-language content 
beginning October 1926 under the 
name Pacific Buddhist and later Buddhist Child. 
 
The physical quality of the issues varied, but on the whole was good and suitable for professional 
scanning. We contracted AMI Systems to perform the scanning. They returned the originals to us 
along with electronic PDF files and high-resolution graphics (TIFFs). 
 
We contacted Kaoru (Kay) Ueda, research fellow and the curator of the Japanese Diaspora 
Collections at the Hoover Institution Library & Archives at Stanford, about our find. Under a 
partnership agreement approved by the HHMH board of directors, we provided the electronic files 
to Kay to add to the few issues of the Kyodan Jiho they already had. 
 
The collection is available online at https://hojishinbun.hoover.org/en/newspapers/kjh, allowing you 
to explore 20 years’ worth of monthly issues. (A high-speed Internet connection is helpful.) As you 
explore and discover, please share your finds with archiveschair@honpahi.org. 
– David Atcheson, Archives Committee Chair 
 
LIVING GRATITUDE DONATION ENVELOPES AND FLYERS COMING SOON 
 
Temples will soon receive Living Gratitude donation 
envelopes and flyers to include in their September (or 
October) newsletters. Members and friends, please keep an 
eye out for this initial rollout to the whole Hongwanji Hawaii 
sangha. Living Gratitude will support Hongwanji Hawaii's 
efforts to EDUCATE members, youth, and the public about 
Jodo Shinshu, INNOVATE through the use of technology and 
target outreach, and SUSTAIN Hawaii Kyodan into the future. 
Thank you for your consideration! More information: 
https://hongwanjihawaii.com/living-gratitude/ 

https://hojishinbun.hoover.org/en/newspapers/kjh
mailto:archiveschair@honpahi.org
https://hongwanjihawaii.com/living-gratitude/

