
Dana Sewake didn’t 
show it, but on the 
night of July 19, her 

emotions ran deep. A retired 
schoolteacher, wife, mother 
and grandmother who now 
lives in Hilo, she lingered 
over rows of faded photo-
graphs tracing her family’s 
history, awash in nostalgia 
and quiet sorrow while out-
side, music and taiko beats 
resounded across the 
Waiʻanae Hongwanji parking 
lot as dancers and revelers 
circled the yagura.

What was popularly called 
“The Last Obon” drew hun-
dreds of revelers from Oʻahu 
and Honolulu district tem-
ples, the Ewa Fukushima Bon 
Dance Club, which regularly 
performs each year and lo-
cals who realized the finality 
of the event. 

To open the evening, em-
cee Elliot Peters welcomed 
the crowd, Reverend Jeffrey 
Daien Soga chanted “Shi Shin 
Rai” and “Hongwan Jojumon” 

before the evening started 
with “Shinran Ondo.” 

Without letup, the pro-

On Aug. 6, 1945, Sadae 
Kasaoka was a 
12-year-old student 

who was spending her first 
year at an all-girls’ school 
that did not offer summer 
classes or summer vacations.

The sixth of seven chil-
dren, she lived with her par-
ents and her 93-year-old 
grandmother in Eba, a dis-
trict in Hiroshima City 2.2 
miles south from ground 
zero.

Her three older sisters 
were married and moved to 
live with their husbands’ 
families, her older brother 
was a student at the Marine 
Technical College in Kobe 
and her younger brother was 
in the 5th grade at an elemen-
tary school that had evacuat-
ed students to a small town 
in Kisa in Futami District, 
about 65 miles northeast of 
Hiroshima City. 

The day before, Sadae 
had been working with her 

classmates on “labor day” 
duty, clearing away bomb-
damaged buildings in 
Otemachi. The district is 
now home to the Orizuru 
Tower that overlooks a city 
— and its memories — that 
endure beyond the ruins.

On August 6, having the 
day off from her labor day 
assignment, Sadae had 
planned to spend time alone 
at home. Earlier, her parents 
had gone to help demolish a 
friend’s house near City Hall. 
An all-clear siren signaling 
that a previous warning was 
over brought her a sense of 
relief: No more enemy 
planes on the way. 

She put away her break-
fast items, washed the dish-
es, hung a load of laundry on 
a pole in the yard and was 
heading back to the house, 
toward an east-facing veran-
da, when she noticed her 
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At the most sacred place 
of remembrance for 
Japanese Americans in 

Hawaiʻi, the 39th annual 
United Japanese Society of 
Hawaiʻi Obon Memorial Ser-
vice took place, bringing to-
gether more than a dozen 
ministers from seven Bud-
dhist denominations to Maki-
ki Cemetery.

Supported by the Hawaiʻi 
Buddhist Council, the event 
opened with remarks by Dep-
uty Consul General Hiroki 
Haruta, followed by sutra 
chanting, a Dharma message 
from Bishop Toshiyuki Umi-
tani and closing reflections 

from UJSH President Brian 
Taniguchi. 

The gathering, attended 
by 30 community leaders and 
members of the public on July 
14, was held near the three 
significant sites of remem-
brance:
•	 The Hawaiʻi Japanese Im-

migrant Memorial honor-
ing the first Japanese con-
tracted immigrant workers 
who arrived in 1885, who 
labored on plantations, 
dreamed of returning to Ja-
pan as wealthy men, only to 
die alone without families;

From Struggle to Legacy: 
A Memorial of Gratitude
During Obon season, UJSH honors 
the spirit, perseverance and journey 
of Hawai‘i’s first Japanese immigrants

Courtesy of Irene Nohara
Hiroshima atomic bomb survivor Sadae Kasaoka, right, 
addressed those gathered at Honpa Hongwanji Hawai’i 
Betsuin, assisted by translator Mayumi Miyahara, left, and Ai 
Nishimoto of the Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation.

Atomic bomb survivor Sadae Kasaoka 
recalls the day that shattered her life 
and changed history forever 

80 Years Later, Hiroshima's
Horror Still Haunts the World

‘It’s So Sad to See This All End’
121-year-old Waiʻanae Hongwanji holds its last Obon

BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
MANAGING EDITOR,  
KA LEO KĀHEA

After two long, hard 
years, Lahaina is 
back. Of course the 

August 2023 wildfires were 
devastating — 102 people lost 
their lives — but look at 
where Lahaina and Lahain-
aluna High School in particu-
lar, are today: Revitalized, 
moving forward, returning 
stronger than ever.

Those sentiments from 
Richard Carosso, the keynote 
speaker at “A Gathering of 
Compassion and Honor,” 
were delivered at Wailuku 
Hongwanji Mission in an un-
precedented program spon-
sored by Maui Hongwanji 
Council, Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawai’i and fund-
ed by Jodo Shinshu Hong-
wanji-ha Buddhist Women’s 
Federation of Japan.

The August 10 event, held 
two days after the two-year 
anniversary of the wildfires, 
brought together Maui min-
isters, elected leaders and 
Hongwanji  members from 
throughout the island.

Months of planning by a 
10-member committee, 
chaired by Reverend Shinkai 
Murakami culminated with a 
four-hour long remembrance 
and celebration beginning 
with a service, followed by 
refreshments and lunch in-
cluding a performance by a 
trio of local musicians.

The service began with an 
offering of flowers and in-
cense from the Maui Hong-
wanji Council and seven 
temples, followed by medita-
tion and “Vandana and Ti-sa-
rana,” two recitations and 
two gathas.

Officiants included Bish-
op Toshiyuki Umitani, Rev. 
Murakami, Rev. Gensho Hara 

of Lahaina Jodo Mission and 
Rev. Kerry Kiyohara of 
Makawao Hongwanji Mis-
sion.

To welcome guests, Bish-
op Umitani delivered  a mes-
sage of hope and comfort.

“While the process of re-
covery and rebuilding con-
tinues, some of you may still 
feel as if you are walking 
alone through a dark and un-
certain path,” he said to some 
130 people attending the ser-
vice. 

“It may feel as though 
each step is taken in fear, 
without any guiding light.

“Even in the darkest mo-
ments, when we look up, we 
can see the gentle glow of the 
moon — softly, yet surely il-
luminating our way forward.

“As we honor the lives of 
those who passed away and 
we continue on the path of 

Resilience and Hope 
Lives On in Lahaina

On the anniversary of the fires, Maui residents unite 
to remember those lost and to stand with survivors

SEE PAGE 6

Courtesy of Carol Yamamura
Gathered with compassion at Wailuku Hongwanji, from left: Rev. Kerry Kiyohara of Makawao 
Hongwanji, Maui Mayor Richard Bissen, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, Rev. Shinkai Murakami 
of Wailuku Hongwanji, Rev. Gensho Hara of Lahaina Jodo Mission, Lahainaluna High School 
principal Richard Carosso, State Senator Troy Hashimoto and Maui County Council Vice Chair 
Yuki Lei Sugimura.

Courtesy of Alan Kubota
With the Kawiwi and Kepau’ula mountains in the background, 
Wai‘anae Hongwanji’s final obon got underway on July 19.
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BY REV. CHARLENE KIHARA
HONPA HONGWANJI HAWAI'I 
BETSUIN

Have you had days 
when everything 
goes wrong and 

nothing goes right? Being a 
bonbu, this is true on more 
days than I can count — I 
forget about gratitude.

One morning, I found 
myself thinking, things keep 
happening one after another, 
relentlessly like a bad Korean 
Drama where the mother-in-
law is cruel to the daughter-
in-law over some imagined 
perceived flaw. 

First, as I’m driving to 

temple, I turn and I am 
blocked because of an acci-
dent. In a long line of cars, I 
wait my turn, inching for-
ward. I see a chance to get in 
the next lane so I can exit the 
freeway and use surface 
streets. 

I safely make it to a side 
street and as I am driving, I 
hear a strange noise from my 
car. I manage to find park-
ing, pull over and exit. A 
burning smell is coming 
from the engine. I don’t 
know what’s going on with 
my car. It does not respond, 
the wheel will not turn. 

Cursing under my breath, 
I survey the scene. I am in a 
neighborhood I don’t know. 
My phone is running out of 

battery life. I want to cry.
Why does this happen to 

me now? I don’t have time 
for this. I’ll be late picking 
up my mother at the Adult 
Day Care Center. 

My anxiety begins to rise 
as I helplessly look at my car. 
I call my niece and luckily, 
she answers her phone. I 
tearfully explain what hap-
pened. My phone is  almost 
out of battery life and I ask 
her to call the tow truck to 
pick me up to take me to a 
service station and I ask her 
to pick up her grandmother 
at the day care. She does this 
as I waited for the tow truck. 

My mother always told 
me when I was a child, there 
are Bodhisattvas all around. 
Sure enough, on that day 
there were quite a few to 
help me: my niece, a kind 
lady who let me use her bath-
room as I waited in the hot 
sun and the tow truck driver 
who came to pick up the car. 

This is my life and I only 
remember to say the Nem-
butsu when I am safely at the 
service station.

In the “Homages” in our 
Service Book, the very first 
line says, “Hard it is to be 
born into human life.” This 
is is true, but made harder as 
I think about my life. I think 
of the problems not as op-
portunities but obstacles. 

Being full of bonno, I have 
the answer to the questions, 
“Why me?” and “Why does it 
happen now?” but do not fol-
low through on the solution 
which is to say the Nembutsu. 

There are moments in my 
life when the Nembutsu 
comes to my mind and my 
lips spontaneously. This is a 
natural reaction in answer to 
the question, “Why me?”

I say the name as answer 
to the call of Amida and the 
question, “Why not me?”

Causes and conditions 
lead up to situations such as, 
what happened to my car? 

There is no one to blame 

BY REV. TOSHIYUKI UMITANI
BISHOP, HONPA HONGWANJI 
MISSION OF HAWAIʻI

As we welcome the au-
tumn Ohigan season, a 
time when the lengths 

of day and night are nearly 
equal, we are reminded of 
the balance and harmony 
found in nature. It is also a 
time for us to quiet our hearts 
and reflect on this harmony 
in our inner lives. 

When we hear the 
word  Ohigan, many of us 
might recall the parable of 
the “Two Rivers and the 
White Path” by Master 
Shan-Tao. This well-known 
story symbolically repre-
sents the path of our lives 
and the journey of those 
who follow the Buddhist 
way.

In brief, the parable de-
scribes a traveler who en-
counters a terrifying scene: 
On either side of the road 

ahead are rivers — one of 
raging fire and the other of 
rushing water. Between 
them stretches a narrow 
white path. The path is so 
thin that any misstep could 
lead to being engulfed by 
flames or waves. 

Behind the traveler are 
bandits and wild animals in 
pursuit. Then, a voice from 
the far shore calls out, 
“Come this way, do not 
fear,” while another voice 
from behind encourages, 
“Go forward without hesita-
tion.” 

Hearing these voices, the 
traveler feels a sense of 
peace and begins walking 
along the white path.

This traveler represents 
each of us. In our lives, we 
face many obstacles — like 
fire and water — that cause 
us to lose sight of the path 
ahead. Yet through the 
Compassionate call of Ami-
da Buddha — “Come to me” 
— and the guiding voice of 
Shakyamuni Buddha, we 
come to realize that this 
white path is, in fact, the 
true and unshakable path 
that supports our lives.  

What once seemed like a 
narrow and frightening path 
becomes a radiant path 
filled with light. With this 

realization, our steps shift 
from fear to peace, from 
anxiety to confidence.

The Buddhist path (but-
su-dō) is one without gradu-
ation. It’s not something we 
finish or master by saying, 
“I’ve learned enough; that’s 
it.” Like  chadō  (the Way of 
Tea), kadō (the Way of Flow-
ers), or  kendō  (the Way of 
the Sword), anything with 
the word  dō — “the Way” — 
is meant to be walked 
throughout one’s life. 

Through that journey, 
we come to see a new world 
we couldn’t see before. Our 
inner perspective and our 
view of life itself begin to 
transform.

The same applies to the 
Buddhist path. The white 
path shown to us by the 
Buddhas is one we walk step 
by step through our every-
day lives. This path is not 
just something we “study” 
— it is an ongoing process of 
“awakening” and “deeply 
experiencing.” 

For example, the teach-
ing that “life is imperma-
nent” might not have reso-
nated with us when we were 
young, but as we grow older 

and gather more life experi-
ences (and wrinkles), that 
truth gradually sinks in 
more deeply.

This past June, during a 
trip to Japan, I visited my 
hometown of Hiroshima 
and spent time with my fa-
ther. He has grown older 
and is no longer the strong, 
energetic man I remember, 
but simply sharing a quiet 
conversation with him after 
a long time brought me joy. 

That evening, I had din-
ner with my father and sib-
lings. It happened to be my 
47th birthday, and they cel-
ebrated with me. I hadn’t 
spent my birthday with my 
family in nearly 30 years. It 
brought back warm memo-
ries of my childhood. 

When I was young, birth-
days were all about me — my 
special day. But this time, 
my heart was filled with 
deep gratitude toward my 
father and my family. While 
I know parting is inevitable, 
I also feel profoundly grate-
ful to be walking this white 
path, illuminated by the 
Light of Amida Buddha, to-
gether with those I care 
about. 

This joy I experienced is 
perhaps something I could 
only have truly felt because 

of the Buddha-Dharma I’ve 
encountered.

Even when we hear the 
same teaching, how we feel 
about it today may differ 
from how we felt yesterday. 
That is one of the true joys 
of walking the Buddha’s 
path. 

Buddhism is not some-
thing we understand in-
stantly; instead, it develops 
gradually over time, reveal-
ing its depth as we continue 
on our journey. It can even 
transform our outlook on 
life, giving us the strength 
to overcome hardship.

Ohigan is a time to reflect 
on the “Other Shore” — the 
world of enlightenment. It 
is also an opportunity for 
us, who live on  this shore, 
filled with delusions and at-
tachments, to take a step 
closer to that distant shore. 
It is a time to reexamine and 
reaffirm our journey on the 
white path.

I hope each of you will 
find the white path that is 
already laid out at your feet. 

With a feeling of joy and 
gratitude for being illumi-
nated by Amida Buddha’s 
Boundless Compassion, let 
us continue walking this 
white path together.

Namo Amida Butsu. 
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Gratitude on the White Path

SEE PAGE 3

Itʼs Simple — Just Say the Nembutsu
“As for me, I simply accept and entrust myself to what my re-

vered teacher told me: ‘Just say the Nembutsu  and be saved by 
Amida.” Nothing else is involved.

I have no idea whether the Nembutsu is truly the seed for my 
being born in  the  Pure Land or whether it is  the  karmic act for 
which I must fall into hell.

Should I have been deceived by Master Honen and, saying the 
Nembutsu, were to fall into hell, even  then  I would have no re-

grets. The reason is, if I could attain Buddhahood by endeavoring 
in other practices, but said  the Nembutsu  and so fell into 
hell, then I would feel regret at having been deceived. 

But I am incapable of any other practice, so hell is decidedly 
my abode whatever I do.” 

							        
—From “A Record in Lament of Divergences” 

Reverend Dr. Enrique Galvan-Alvarez opened the 51st 
annual Buddhist Study Center Summer Session with a Kaua’i 
Satellite Seminar on July 30. A native of the Canary Islands 
who spent most of his adult life in the United Kingdom, Rev. 
Dr. Galvan-Alvarez spoke on “Buddha, Dharma, Sangha” and 
the “European Sangha.” For the second half of his lecture, 
he focused on organizational   differences and current, post-

Covid practices of Jodo Shinshu followers in Europe, thus the 
title “Jodo Shinshu in Europe.”  Rev. Dr. Galvan-Alvarez also 
delivered a total of 10 lectures on Maui, Oahu and Hawaiʻi 
Island. Videos of his sessions at BSC will be posted to the BSC 
Hawaii YouTube channel by mid-September. Video links will 
also be available  at https://bschawaii.org/summer-session 

Kaua‘i Seminar Kicks Off BSC Summer Sessions

Courtesy of Rev. Tomo Hojo
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but just to accept that the 
events happen.

Early in Japanese Bud-
dhism, it was the practice to 
contemplate Amida, to visu-
alize Amida as a light source 
to etch the image of the Bud-
dha into your mind. 

Shantao and Honen, how-
ever, considered that the 
verbal recitation of the Nem-
butsu even one time was 
simple and easy for anyone 
to do.

I conducted an experi-
ment on myself. I looked at 
Amida, really studied Amida. 

One day as I finished the 
morning Asaji service and 
was taking down the obupan, 
I stopped to look at the Amida 
statue. It felt as if time had 
stopped as I really looked at 
the Amida Buddha, the nu-
ances, expression of the 
eyes, the lips, the hair, the 
lines and folds of the robes, 
the position of the hands, 
every dimple, studying every 

detail closely.
Throughout the day, I saw 

the image I had etched in my 
mind before my eyes and felt 
calmer as I went about my 
day. 

Still, the practice of say-
ing the Nembutsu and with 
the combined effect of recit-
ing the name and visualizing 
Amida had a dramatic effect 
on my appearance. Someone 
said my face was glowing.

Amid life’s confusion, 
frustrations and unexpected 
turns, I am reminded that I 
do not need to have all the 
answers. I don’t need to be 
strong, wise, or even calm. 

I simply need to say the 
Nembutsu. In that moment 
of calling Amida’s Name, I 
return to the truth of my life 
as a bonbu, embraced just as I 
am. 

Whether on the roadside 
in distress or in the quiet of 
morning service, the Nem-
butsu meets me where I am. 

It is not a practice I mas-
ter — it is a gift I receive. And 
in that receiving, I find 
peace, gratitude and the as-
surance that I am never 
alone.

Namo Amida Butsu

BY DR. WARREN TAMAMOTO
PRESIDENT, HONPA HONGWANJI 
MISSION OF HAWAIʻI

Aloha kākou! I hope that you 
are well, physically and 
spiritually. 

At Aiea Hongwanji, we enjoyed 
our annual Obon dance and cele-
bration last Saturday, July 26. 

It was one of the largest Bon 
celebrations at our temple that I 
can recall. 

It always impresses me that 
people start arriving at 3 or 4 in the 
afternoon, when the actual dancing 
doesn’t start until 7 p.m. 

The sun is still high in the sky 
and it is very warm. Part of the 
reason might be the search for a 
good parking spot. Getting in line 
for the delicious food might also be 
a good reason. Popular food items 
like chili and mabo tofu sell out 
relatively quickly. 

Andagi and our famous anda 
dog also sell out long before the 
end of the evening. This year, I 
heard many good comments about 
how tasty the food was. 

People might arrive early be-
cause they simply find it enjoyable 
to be in the Bon atmosphere.

As always, we had a great mix-
ture of young families, lots of se-
niors and dedicated Bon dancers of 
all ages and skill levels. 

I saw people enjoying them-
selves — meeting old friends, talk-
ing story, enjoying food and drink 
and shopping for crafts in our so-
cial hall. 

As soon as the music started, 
most of the crowd made their way 
outside to dance or listen to the 
Bon music — a mixture of recorded 
and live music with the familiar 
hypnotic beat of the taiko drums 
and twang of the sanshin. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy the 
music, dancing and fellowship.

The feeling after Bon is a mix-
ture of accomplishment and relief. 
Obon takes up months of planning, 
weeks of preparation and many 
hours in the few days before and 
after the event. 

Many hands are involved. The 
temple, hall and temple grounds 
are cleaned and trimmed. 

The yagura, food booth and 

shave ice booth are set up. Decora-
tive lanterns are hung in the temple 
and on the grounds. Tables and 
chairs are set up in the hall and 
outside the hall. 

Planning the menu, shopping 
for food supplies and cooking the 
food requires lots of help as well.

The list of small and large jobs 
seems never ending. Clean up is a 
chore (I hate this part). 

I suppose every temple, large or 
small must have a chair or co-chair 
and a committee that organizes and 
carries out the Bon celebration. 

At Aiea, Mark F. has gradually 
evolved into the role of “chair” 
(mostly) voluntarily. 

This position requires organiza-
tion and leadership. A good leader 
leads by example and Mark is first 
on the scene and the last to leave. 

A good leader is organized. The 
plan outlined by the chair and com-
mittee covers almost every task 
that needs to be done before, dur-
ing and after Bon. 

Every leader needs people who 
are willing to help. At Aiea, the 
BWA, Jr. YBA, Judo Club, Hosha 
Gang, family members, friends and 
community volunteers all work to-
gether. 

The chair or co-chair position is 
comparable to being the conductor 
of an orchestra or choreographer 
of a play. There are so many mov-
ing pieces. 

Advanced planning is mandato-

ry and experience in running Obon 
is helpful. When all of the pieces fit 
together, it is like listening to beau-
tiful music.

Why do we work so hard for a 
successful Bon celebration? It is 
partly tradition and for many tem-
ples, partly fundraising. It 
strengthens bonds within our com-
munity. 

Mostly it reminds us of our con-
nection to our ancestors and those 
who came before us. At Aiea, we 
share this message with those who 
attend:

“Obon is giving thanks. Obon is 
appreciating family --- past, pres-
ent, future. Obon is the dance of 
you and your ancestors. Obon is the 
expression of love and life. We 
hope that you may find Obon mean-
ingful in your life.” 

Thank you to everyone who 
helps at Obon — not just at Aiea, 
but at every temple.

A gentle reminder: September 
21 is the day the United Nations has 
designated as International Day of 
Peace. In Hawaii, Peace Day was 
established through the efforts of 
our statewide Jr. YBA years ago. 

One way that we can all partici-
pate in the Peace Day observance is 
by registering for the virtual Ring 
Your Bell for Peace Day event on 
September 22, 2025 at 8:15 am. 

Everyone can register at bit.ly/
PeaceDay2025 I hope you will join 
us.

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Hoping Obon Has Meaning for You

BY FRANCIS OKANO
HONPA HONGWANJI 
MISSION MUSIC COMMITTEE 
CHAIRMAN

With the pandemic 
shutdown of 2020 
behind us, Choral-

fest will resume  Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 20 and 21, 
at Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii 
Betsuin.

 A festival choir com-
prised of 115 dedicated sing-
ers — from as far east as 
Denver, Colorado and as far 
west as Kanazawa, Japan, not 
to mention all the islands of 
Hawaii — will rehearse at the 
Hawaii Betsuin Social Hall 
on Saturday afternoon under 

the expert guidance of choral 
director and Hongwanji Liv-
ing Treasure Nola Nahulu.  

After rehearsals, singers 
will have a chance to relax 
over an early dinner and en-
tertainment before retiring 
for a busy morning to follow.   

On Sunday, Sept. 21, sing-
ers will begin by warming up 
in the hondo at 9 a.m. 

Starting at 10:30 a.m., the 
Festival Choir will perform 
at the Choralfest Music Ser-
vice in the hondo.  

A full congregation is ex-
pected to hear the choir per-
form beautiful Buddhist cho-
ral gathas that are a part of 
the Hongwanji’s accompani-
ment to the Dharma through 

the gift of music. 
Following the service, 

singers and congregation 
will enjoy refreshments, a 
light lunch and fellowship in 
the Social Hall.  

Those planning to attend 
the 10:30 a.m. music service 
are advised to arrive early as 
seating will likely be stand-
ing room only. 

Choralfest has been held 
biennially since 2005, except 
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic.  

Choralfest 2025 will fea-
ture five Buddhist choral 
gathas with a contemporary 
beat from Japan that were 
rendered in English. 

This year’s gatha selec-
tions include “Where, Oh, 
Where?” (Hotokesama wa); 
“To My Daughters” (Musume 
tachi yo); “To All We Owe” 
(Ikasarete); “Surely, We Will 
Meet Again Some Day” (Kitto 

mata aeru ne), and “Upon 
Clouds” (Nagareyuku kumo 
ni).   

For enhanced enjoyment, 
a detailed Program Notes 
handout that introduces the 

message of each of the five 
choral pieces will be provid-
ed to the congregation.

Choralfest Returns to Hawaiʻi Betsuin
Singers from Colorado to Kanazawa 
will perform at the biennial event for 
the first time since 2020

Ministerʼs 
Message
Continued from Page 2

BY DEBBIE KUBOTA
OFFICE OF BUDDHIST 
EDUCATION

Calling all artists and 
photographers!

The Commission 
on Buddhist Education’s 
2026 poster contest is now 
open to all ages and skill 
levels to Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii mem-
bers, its affiliated organiza-
tions and the broader com-
munity. 

Entries that visually ex-
press the 2026 Hongwanji 
theme and slogan, “Nurtur-
ing Nembutsu: Sharing 
Gratitude” will be judged on 
four levels: relevance to the 
theme, creativity and origi-
nality, artistic quality and 
message clarity.

The focus is on how we 
express gratitude in our 
daily lives, how does saying 
“Namo Amida Butsu” help 
us recognize the kindness 

we receive and what do we 
receive by sharing grati-
tude?

Entrants are asked to re-
flect on what it means to 
share gratitude with family, 
friends and the world 
around them and as part of 
the submission process, in-
clude a written statement 
on their thoughts and how 
they relate to their entry.

Posters may be created 
using any medium includ-
ing painting, drawing, digi-
tal art and photographs. 
They must be submitted as 
high resolution digital files, 
either in JPEG, PNG or PDF 
formats.

Entries will be accepted 
in the standard poster size 
of 24 by 36 inches or their 
equivalent in digital format.

More information in-
cluding forms to submit en-
tries may be found at hon-
pahi.link/poster26 or by 
scanning the QR code 

above.
Deadline for submissions 

via the official electronic 
portal is Oct. 31, 2025.

Entries will be judged 
from Nov. 1-19 with winners 
notified on Nov. 20 and an-
nounced at the HHMH 
Board of Directors meeting 
on Dec. 13.

The winning poster will 
be chosen as the statewide 
poster, and prizes will be 
awarded to the top five se-
lections and displayed at 
temples, the Hongwanji 
Mission School, Pacific Bud-
dhist Academy, Buddhist 
Study Center as well as fea-
tured in HHMH publica-
tions, the website and all 
social media platforms.

Questions may be direct-
ed to co-chair Debbie Kubo-
ta.

2026 Poster Contest 
Entries Due by Oct. 31

Courtesy of Ruth Tokumi
State Music Committee chair 
Francis Okano advises those 
attending Choralfest to arrive 
early since itʻs likely to be 
standing room only.

Obon Schedule — 
The Obon date for Kamu-
ela Hongwanji Mission 
was omitted from the 
2025 schedule in the 
June 1 issue of Ka Leo 
Kaheā. Kamuela’s Obon 
was held on Aug. 16.

‘Rebranding’ at Gis-
eikai — Prudence Kusa-
no of Windward Bud-
dhist Temple also joined 
Dennis Tashiro and Ryan 
Miyamoto for a presen-
tation after the plenary 
session on Feb. 7. Her 
name was unintention-
ally omitted from the 
June 1 report on Page 3. 

For the 
Record
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recovery, I extend my heart-
felt condolences and deepest 
sympathy to all those who 
have been directly or indi-
rectly affected by the wild-
fires.” 

For those who continue to 
face hardships, the BWA 
Federation’s support came 
with the  sincere hope that 
the event might provide a 
moment of rest, healing and 
comfort to renew their 
strength and reaffirm our 
deep interconnectedness.

“We are one and we are 
here for each other,” he said.

To mark the anniversary, 
resolutions were presented 
from State Senator Troy 
Hashimoto, Maui County 
Council Vice Chair Yuki Lei 
Sugimura and Mayor Richard 
Bissen, who said the trauma 
of the wildfires goes farther 
than what can be seen.

“Healing is rooted in quiet 
patience and is deeply rooted 
in fellowship,” the mayor 
said, “and the commitment 
towards recovery includes 
remembering every life lost.”  
He urged attendees to check 
Page 8 of the program which 
listed the names of all 102 
victims who lost their lives, 
ranging in age from 7 to 97 
years.

Principal Carosso agreed, 
but also spoke of Lahaina’s 
resilience and its deep-root-
ed spirit of helping and giv-
ing, a reflection of the com-
munity and the Buddha 
nature. 

To call Lahaina a “special 
place” is just not enough, he 
said.  “Lahaina is rich in a 
magical way — its community 
of people, its way of giving, 
helping a neighbor before 

even being asked . . .”
Years before deciding to 

accept the top job at Lahain-
aluna High, he came to real-
ize the community’s collab-
orative nature and the 
Buddhist concept of giving 
were two practices he sought 
to incorporate in his own 
life. 

It’s humbling, he said, to 
think that his photo will 
someday be added to the 
school’s display of principals 
dating back to 1831.

Shortly after the fires, he 
recalled how the State of 
Hawai’i’s Department of Edu-
cation repeatedly pressed 
school officials to reopen, 
asking the staff, how many 
students and staff would 
show up? The administration 
defiantly challenged the 
DOH  to “. . . Pick a date, 
(any)  date and we’ll see how 
many people will show up.”

Principal Carosso main-
tained that given the nature 
of the Lahaina community, 
the school would be OK. On 
Dec. 14, 2023, he was proven 
correct: 

 “We had 700 students out 

of 1,000 show up that day and 
all but one of our teachers 
returned,” he said. “I know 
this community, I know this 
school. Lahaina steps up for 
its kids. That’s the value of 
what Lahaina is.”

The school gymnasium, 
the last building to be reno-
vated, was completed on Fri-
day, August 8, on the very 
day of the anniversary and 
two days before the Wailuku 
service. 

ʻA Gathering of 
Compassionʼ
Continued from Page 1

Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii, 
through its Lahaina 

Hongwanji Recovery and Re-
building Committee, has re-
tained the professional ser-
vices of FAI Architects to 
conduct an initial feasibility 
study and masterplan for the 
Lahaina Hongwanji campus. 

The feasibility study and 
master plan will provide the 
Lahaina Hongwanji sangha a 
basis for prioritizing the 
phasing of reconstruction of 
campus facilities.

A key research item for 
the FAI Architects study is 
the need to obtain pre-fire 
photographs of the Lahaina 
Hongwanji campus and 

buildings.
With the exception of the 

former two-story school 
building on the campus, 
there are no architectural 
plans for the other structures 
lost in the fire.

Recreating the historic 
character of the campus is a 
requirement for Federal 
funding.

In this regard, the com-
mittee is asking all sangha 
members for any photo-
graphs of Lahaina Hongwan-
ji, whether inside buildings 
or those depicting groups of 
people in front of buildings 
which would allow architects 
to see details in the back-
ground.

In particular, images of 
the old Social Hall that was 
located below the existing 
temple are sought to help ar-
chitects and FEMA in their 
discussions and decisions on 
the rebuilding.

The photographs will be 
useful to support FAI Archi-
tects’ work to help in the 
master plan process.

Anyone with photographs 
of any Lahaina campus 
building is being asked to 
provide a copy to their re-
spective temple offices who 
can then transmit their com-
piled photo collection to ei-
ther Wailuku Hongwanji or 
Makawao Hongwanji. 	

	 — Michael Munekiyo

Rebuilding Committee Urgently Seeks 
Pre-Fire Images of LHMʼs Buildings

BY MICHAEL MUNEKIYO
CHAIRMAN OF LAHAINA 
HONGWANJI RECOVERY AND 
REBUILDING COMMITTEE

Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaiʻi’s 
Lahaina Hongwanji 

Recovery and Rebuilding 
Committee continues work 
to facilitate the rebuilding of 
the Lahaina Hongwanji cam-
pus.

While there are multiple 
hurdles to address the need 
to reestablish the Nembutsu 
teaching in West Maui, the 
Committee is making steady, 
consensus-based progress 
toward this goal.

The following are news-
worthy milestones:

1. Visioning and planning 
strategic sessions have been 
held with the Lahaina Hong-
wanji sangha to receive in-
put regarding their priorities 
for the future of the temple.

2. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers completed clean-
up of the Lahaina Hongwanji 
property.

3. HHMH, through the 
Office of the Bishop, has co-
ordinated with the Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) and Hawaiʻi 
Emergency Management 
Agency (HIEMA) to obtain 
needed clarification regard-
ing funding qualifications 
and criteria for Federal re-
imbursements. This process 
included site visits with 

FEMA, HIEMA, HHMH and 
Lahaina Hongwanji sangha 
representatives.

4. FEMA completed its 
funding obligation process 
to provide HIEMA the Fed-
eral funding for the plan-
ning, design and construc-
tion processes.

5. HHMH retained the 
professional services of FAI 
Architects to conduct an ini-
tial feasibility and master 
plan for the Lahaina Hong-
wanji campus.

These are but a few of the 
many steps required to ad-
vance the rebuilding pro-
cess. 

While much more work is 
needed, the current effort of 
FAI Architects to prepare 
the rebuilding feasibility 
study is a focus of the Com-
mittee.

Much More Work 
Needs to Be Done 
Despite Some Progress

LAHAINA REBUILDING AND RECOVERY

Lahainaluna High School 
principal Richard Carosso: 
“There is resilience and hope 
that lives in the Lahaina 
community.”

The 10-member organiz-
ing committee of ‘A Gather-
ing of Compassion and Hon-
or’ issued the following 
statement of welcome.

In 2023, at the 17th 
World Buddhist Wom-
en’s Convention in 

Kyoto, the Buddhist Wom-
en’s Federation of Japan 
received Dana donations 
from participants.

They wanted their do-
nations to be sent to Honpa 
Hongwanji Mission of 
Hawaiʻi to provide comfort 
to those affected by the 
Maui Wildfires.

To our fellow Buddhist 
and community members 
whose temples, homes, 
businesses and loved ones 
were lost in the wildfires, 
we gather to offer compas-
sion, to honor your history 
and to give strength to 
your respective visions for 
the future.

Through this gathering, 
the HHMH wants you to 
know that our hearts and 

minds are with you as you 
navigate the uncertainty 
left in the wake of Aug. 8, 
2023.

To friends and mem-
bers of Lahaina Shingon 
Mission, Lahaina Jodo 
Mission, Lahaina Hong-
wanji Mission and Kula 
wildfire victims, we be-
lieve in the resilience of 
your spirit and strength of 
the West Maui, Upcountry 
and Maui Island commu-
nity surrounding you.

This gathering, while 
simple in format, in keep-
ing with our island life-
style, is nonetheless a 
symbol of the HHMH’s 
deep friendship, respect 
and support we hold for 
you.

May our collective spir-
its bring peace and har-
mony as you continue to 
honor your respective 
pasts and work toward 
sustaining the Dharma for 
all to enjoy.

Namo Amida Butsu

Photos Courtesy of Carol Yamamura
Lahaina survivor Lisa Fujiyama, center, represented Lahaina 
Hongwanji at the offering of flowers and incense at the Wailuku 
Hongwanji, where she now works. Rev. Kerry Kiyohara, left, 
and Rev. Shinkai Murakami, right, were among officiants at “A 
Gathering of Compassion and Honor.” 

Behind the ‘Gathering’: 
We Believe in Your Spirit

Last year, the school’s ro-
botics team made it to the 
national competitions and 
with the help of Maui County, 
low-cost residential units 
were built to help house the 
staff which will impact oper-
ations for years to come. 

As the school year re-
sumed during the week of 
Aug. 4-8, they anticipated 743 
students to return; 831 came 
back. 

“It blew me away,” he 
said. “That’s the value of 
what Lahaina is. There is re-

silience and hope that lives 
in the Lahaina community.”

Following the service, re-
freshments and a catered 
lunch were served in the So-
cial Hall, where the Arlie 
Asiu Trio played a variety of 
pop oldies and classic favor-
ites for an appreciative audi-
ence.

 The trio, made up of Asiu 
on ukulele, Skyler Stook on 
rhythm ukulele and Eddie 
Sebala on bass pleased the 
crowd with its mixture of up-
beat popular songs.

Courtesy of Rev. Kerry Kiyohara
Photos like the one above depicting Lahaina Hongwanji Mission’s building and grounds are 
being collected by Lahaina Hongwanji Recovery and Rebuilding Committee to assist the 
rebuilding process. The main temple on Aug. 8, 2018 was lit and decorated for Obon, the roof of 
the minister’s residence can be seen at left, the columbarium or nokotsudo at right.Michael Munekiyo: “The 

committee is making steady, 
consensus-based progress.” 
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Waiʻanae
Continued from Page 1

BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
KA LEO KĀHEA MANAGING 
EDITOR

A solemn luminary ser-
vice highlighted this 
year’s Maui Matsuri, a 

program aimed at healing for 
those affected by the Aug. 8, 
2023 wildfires that took 102 
lives in Lahaina.

Four leaders from the In-
terfaith Alliance of Maui 
(IFAM) including Reverend 
Kerry Kiyohara of Makawao 
Hongwanji spoke, offered 
prayers and lit 102 candles to 
begin the second half of the 
two-day event on the Univer-
sity of Hawaʻi Maui campus.

Among those from the Al-
liance who also took part in-
cluded Kahu Kealahou Alika, 
retired pastor of the 
Keawala‘i Congregational 
Church; Vicar John A. Hauʻoli 
Tomoso of Trinity Episcopal 
Church By-the-Sea; Chaplain 
Rabbi Ryan Mallek of the 
U.S. Navy; Dorothy and Marc 

Collier of the Maui Jewish 
Congregation; Retired Pastor 
Roxanne WhiteLight; Rev. 
Pastor Laura Buck Medeiros 
of Tao United Church of 
Christ and retired pastors 
Rev. Dennis Barger and Rev. 
Janet Morell, founding mem-
bers of IFAM.

“Reconnecting with our 
departed loved ones and 
honored ancestors reminds 
us of our debt of gratitude to 
those who have come before 
us,” Rev. Kiyohara said.

“And, most importantly, 
it reminds us to cherish the 
people in our lives right here, 
right now.

“In Japan, and here in 
Hawaii, this rare and won-
drous occasion is marked by 
religious ceremony, family 
reunions, sharing of food, 
enjoying talk story and ‘danc-
ing in joy’ as a community.

“The desire to reconnect 
with our thoughts, emotions 
and feelings — the love we 
feel for our departed loved 

ones — is universal and is 
shared by all peoples and all 
cultures.”

Held two weeks apart, the 
two-day Maui Matsuri 
opened at Queen Ka‘ahumanu 
Center in Kahului on May 10 
and focused on activities for 
keiki with its perpetual 
theme, “Kodomo no Tame 
Ni,” or “For the Sake of the 

Children.” 
Two weeks later, on May 

24, the second half of the 
celebration was held on the 
University of Hawaii Maui 
campus, to honor families’ 
ancestors who sacrificed and 
endured hardships through-
out Hawai‘i, hoping their 
children and generations to 
come would realize a better 

life.
With that spirit in mind, 

all Maui Hongwanji temples 
came together including 
Waiuku Hongwanji whose 
Boy Scout Troop 40 sold chow 
fun and pitched in to help 
other food, crafts, exhibits 
and Obon booths.

For the second year in a 
row, Hana High and Elemen-
tary School’s Anju Bekkum, 
16, won first place in Maui 
Matsuri’s Art Contest. Last 
year, following the theme, 
“Because of you, I am,” she 
depicted two sisters outside 
the now inactive Hana Bud-
dhist Temple with blacked-
out windows reflecting danc-
ers and lanterns.

This year, with “Nozomi,” 
(“Hope and Aspiration”) as 
the theme, she depicted a 
young girl admiring a kimono 
in a storefront as her mother 
pulls her away.

Maui Matsuri started in 
1999 in Wailuku as a commu-
nity children’s festival, a tra-
dition which continues to 
this day. It typically signals 
the start of Maui’s Obon sea-
son.

Humbly Honoring Our Debt With Gratitude
Light, remembrance and prayer 
guide a healing interfaith tribute

gram proceeded through 
what was supposed to be a 
25-song set and a rousing 
“Let’s Groove” finale. Mem-
bers of Nidaime Tenshin Kai, 
the Okinawan folk music 
club performed five songs 
mid-way through the night.

In one corner of the prop-
erty nearest Old Government 
Road, the temple building 
designed in 1959 by Carl Mu-
roda, dominated the scene, 
its tall Japanese-Indian-
Western designed roof cover-
ing a cool open respite for 
those seeking refuge from 
festivities.

Next to it, food booths 
handled non-stop sales until 
everything sold out: The 
“snow-capped” shave ice, an-
dagi and hundreds of bento 
in several varieties, the oper-
ation overseen by Jill Tamu-
ra, president of Tamura 
Foods.

After all these years, she 
said, closing Wai‘anae Hong-
wanji represents a huge loss, 
not only financially for their 
family business, but also 
tearing the fabric of the com-

munity. 
Mrs. Sewake agreed. 
“It’s so sad to see this all 

end,” she said. “My ancestors 
built this church. My Uncle 
Carl did a good job. Five gen-
erations of Murodas and 
Hasegawas who worked so 
hard, kept it going after the 
sugar plantations closed. 
Since my great grandparents’ 
time, we’ve been bringing 
our children here to help.”

Her great grandfather, 
Taichi Muroda, was among 
the 150 Gannenmono, the 
first immigrants to arrive in 
Hawai‘i from Japan in 1868, 
attracted by the $4-a-month 
pay.

His wife, Tome Muroda, 
Mrs. Sewake’s great grand-
mother, was a midwife who 
delivered every baby born in 
Wai‘anae since there was no 
hospital or medical clinic.

“My grandfather knew 
ikebana so he did all the 
flower arrangements,” she 
said. “My grandmother, 
Shizume Muroda, is in 
Barbara Kawakami’s book, 
ʻImmigrant Clothing in 
Hawai’i where she’s wearing 
the latest fashion for the 
sugar plantation worker.”

She pointed out her 
grandmother’s sepia-toned 

Top left: The skies cleared 
for Lihue Hongwanjiʻs mid-
June Obon. Above, hours 
before Honokaʻa Hongwanji’s 
121st Obon, dancers and 
officiating minister Rev. Daido 
Baba, standing at top left, 
held services and danced at 
Kukuihaela and Honokaʻa 
cemeteries on July 19. Left: 
In the glow of a Kalihi sunset, 
a pair of lions performed 
the “Shishi-mai” at Jikoen 
Hongwanji on July 19.

Courtesy of Jeffrey Kimoto Courtesy of Dojun Baba

Courtesy of  Judy Muramoto

Scenes From Obon 2025

Courtesy of Mimi Kiyohara
Members of the Interfaith Alliance of Maui at Maui Matsuri, 
2025 from left in back row: Rev. Dennis Barger, Dr. Dorothy 
Tolliver, Pastor Roxanne WhiteLight, Father Hauʻoli Tomoso, 
Pastor Lauren Buck Medeiros and Rev. Kerry Kiyohara. From 
left in front row: Rob Morel, Rev. Janet Morel, Kahu Kealahou 
Alika and Mark Tolliver.

photograph on a display. 
At the time, Rev. Joshin 

Deme served as minister for 
both Waipahu and Wai‘anae. 
When he was asked to over-
see Ewa Hongwanji, feeling 
overwhelmed, he wrote his 
grandmother in Japan, ask-
ing if her cousin, Nobunari 

Hasegawa, could come to 
Hawai‘i and help out for 
awhile. 

He arrived, stayed and 
ended up being one of the 
strongest leaders who kept 
the Wai‘anae temple going 
despite being a Jodo Shu fol-
lower. When he met his wife, 
a Jodo Shinshu member, he 
attended all Jodo Shinshu 
services. 

“He wasn’t a minister, 
but he ended up teaching the 
Japanese school, setting up 
the altar, cleaning and han-
dling maintenance,” Mrs. 
Sewake said.

“We’ve been coming here 
for over 50 years. Now we’ll 
have nowhere to go.”

The  decades long inter-
relationships among Japa-
nese Wai'anae families —  
from the Hanabusas and 
Tamuras, to the Hasegawas, 
Murodas and Yoshimuras — 
suffered an unexpected 
shock when Clifford Tamura, 
at age 86, passed away in 
June, 5, 2022. Since then, ev-
ery Obon has been dedicated 
to his memory.

“Our sangha was very 
close. Everybody got along 
so well,” Mrs. Sewake said. 
“When my father passed 
away, besides running his 
store and the whole Tamura 
business, Clifford would 
come over to mow my moth-
er’s lawn without even being 
asked.”

Meanwhile, outside the 

Social Hall, the program had 
been proceeding non-stop 
with Ewa Fukushima finish-
ing its seven dances, led by 
Robin Hirata, followed by 
Nidaime Tenshin Kai’s folksy 
Okinawan melodies. 

As Ewa Fukushima re-
turned for two songs, sud-
denly, at 9:20 p.m., emcee 
Elliot Peters announced a 
tsunami watch had been is-
sued at 9:03 p.m.

A magnitude 7.4 earth-
quake off the east coast of 
the Kamchatka Peninsula in 
Russia at 8:49 p.m. may have 
triggered a tsunami.

Officials were still evalu-
ating. Rather than risk the 
consequences, they decided 
to choose the cautious, saf-
est decision: The remainder 
of the program was being 
cancelled, Peters said, 
please leave in a calm, or-
derly manner and drive 
home safely.

While metal chairs were 
folded, equipment un-
plugged, packed up and 
loaded in vans, cars began 
exiting the lot in silence. 

There were no sirens and 
no time for a final closing 
message of gratitude and ap-
preciation, no farewells, no 
last dance.

Ironically, within 30 min-
utes of the announcement, 
at 9:42 p.m., the tsunami 
watch was cancelled. 

	    — Gail S. Tagashira

Courtesy of Alan Kubota
Ewa Fukushima Bon Dance Club members Ann Inouye, left, Gail Yabuki and Chihiro Okawa, right 
on taiko, perform at Waiʻanae Hongwanji’s final Obon.
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Maui Hongwanji Choirʼs Debut

The newly-formed Maui Hongwanji Choir made its 
much-anticipated and heartfelt debut at Wailuku 

Hongwanji Mission’s Fujimatsuri (Wisteria Festival) in 
May to commemorate the birth of Shinran Shonin. 

Directed by Joan Tamori, the collaborative vocal 
group made up of 11 members from both Wailuku and 
the Kahului/Lahaina sanghas was formed in the spirit of 
inter-temple harmony.

Members had been diligently rehearsing for six 
months prior to their inaugural performance which 
featured two gathas — “Amida’s Guide to Life” and “To 
All We Owe.”

The director of Wailuku Hongwanji’s choir for some 
20 years, Mrs. Tamori recognized a decline in the num-
ber of singers as members aged and during the Covid 
pandemic quarantine. 

“I’m thrilled that we could do something like this,” 
she said. “Our attendance is pretty amazing and very 
much appreciated.”

The choir is open to anyone interested in exploring 
and sharing the Dharma through the joy of music.

Lunch and Bingo After Nembutsu

Both Pāpa’ikou Hongwanji and Honohina-Papaaloa 
Hongwanji celebrated their 115th and 125th anni-

versaries, respectively, on July 6 and July 26 with  cele-
brations that opened with services.

At Pāpa’ikou, Reverend Blayne Nakasone Sakata of-
ficiated at the commemoration, followed by food, 
games, historic displays and festivities that promised 
“no speeches, no dignitaries.” 

Members from all four Hamakua temples took part 
in a potluck buffet, BBQ fare, drinks, door prizes, Bingo, 
a sing-along and a game of Portuguese horseshoes 
which Harold Uyeno, president of Honohina-Papaaloa 
temples, won.

Rimban Kazunori Takahashi officiated at services at 
Honohina’s unusual 125th luncheon: Only three temple 
members were invited to take part.

The theme of the gathering, “Memories lead to grati-
tude,” is best described in Robert Nishimoto’s book, 
“The Little Hongwanji That Could,” a saying printed on 
a logo commemorating their 125 years.

“Honohina is truly a remnant of our Issei and Nisei 
generations when it comes to giving and sharing,” he 
writes, “because we are forever grateful for what we 
have — a place to worship and a reminder of the histori-
cal connectivity between sugar workers and the arrival 
of Buddhism in Hawaiʻi.” 

The logo was a keepsake gifted to members from 
Susan and Kenneth Forbes of Hakalau Jodo Mission. 

A Call for 2026 Calendar Photos
Deadline for photos to be considered for Honpa Hon-

gwanji’s 2026 Calendar is Monday, Sept. 15.
Members, Dharma friends and affiliates may submit 

several photos relating to the theme “Nurturing Nem-
butsu: Sharing Gratitude.”

Cellphone photos will be accepted, all images need 
to be clearly enlarged and preferably in landscape 
(horizontal) format.

With each entry, a brief caption describing the im-
age along with the photographer’s name and temple af-
filiation are required.

Questions may be submitted to Yumi Suzuki at Hon-
gwanji Headquarters Office at (808) 522-9200 or email-
ing hqs@honpahi.org

Technical questions and submissions may be sent to 
Alan Kubota at lenscapeshawaii@gmail.com

IN BRIEF

Courtesy of Donna Ikeuchi 
Making their debut, the eagerly awaited Maui Hongwanji 
Choir — with singers from both Wailuku and Kahului 
temples — is directed by Joan Tamori, left, and 
encouraged by Rev. Shinkai Murakami, right.

Courtesy of Leo Pesin
Bingo coordinators Judy Yoshimoto, left, Roy Todoroki 
and Gerald Gushiken kept the game lively at Papaikou 
Hongwanji as guests visited the buffet. New and older 
bon dance towels decorate the back wall. 

A Walk for Peace Rekindles Hopes 
for a Brighter, Nuclear-Free World
BY DEXTER MAR
HONPA HONGWANJI HAWAIʻI 
BETSUIN

Hawaiʻi Betsuin wel-
comed a diverse com-
munity of peace sup-

porters for its 16th Annual 
Peace Walk on August 9 to 
appreciate 80 years of nuclear 
restraint and hope for anoth-
er year of nuclear restraint, 
climate progress, ceasefire 
and less suffering.   

Our gratitude for 80 years 
of “thermonuclear peace” 
was shown by walking from 
the Pali Highway Hongwanji 
Temple to the Nagasaki Peace 
Bell at Honolulu Hale Park.

Fittingly, our temple’s 
Obon “Season of Remem-
brance and Appreciation” co-
incides with this Peace Walk 
— an opportunity to remem-
ber the people of Nagasaki 
and appreciate an 80th year 
or 29,200 days of nuclear re-
straint.

Since our last Peace Walk 
a year ago, the Bulletin of 
Atomic Scientists’ “Doomsday 

Clock” has ticked down 1 sec-
ond to 89 seconds to “Mid-
night,” illustrating the con-
tinued threats from nuclear 
war, climate change, military 
violence, biological threat 
and disruptive technologies.  

With ongoing wars in the 
Ukraine-Russia and Gaza, di-
sastrous climate crises of 
wildfires, excessive heat, 
hurricanes, tornadoes, floods 
and sea rise, the clock has 
dropped to its lowest point in 
the 78-year history of the 
Doomsday Clock.

The “Silent Journey” of 
walking mindfully focuses us 
on the gift of our lives in this 
very moment — even though 
burdened with every day 
fears, threats, and challenges 
— and do our best for each 
other. Together we create 
ripples in universe to contin-
ue another day, week, month, 
and year of Peace.

Preceding the walk was a 
screening of Matt Taylor’s 
documentary, “Gate: The 
Atomic Flame” in the main 
temple.

The one-hour, 40-minute 
documentary film honors the 
courage and determination of 
Buddhist monks who, in 2005, 
made a 1,600-mile pilgrimage 
from San Francisco to Trinity, 
N.M. to return the atomic 
flame which had burned con-
tinuously at a memorial site 
between Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki since 1945.

The Zen monks who made 
the 25-day trip returned the 
flame to its birthplace to 
close the cycle of nuclear de-
struction and usher in a new 
cycle of nuclear disarma-
ment.

The port of San Francisco 
was the U.S. departure point 
for the first atomic bomb core 
components and Trinity was 
the site where the world’s 
first atomic bomb was deto-
nated on July 16, 1945. 

The Four Petals Peace 
Walk is co-sponsored by the 
Hongwanji Shin Buddhist 
Betsuin Temple, the Quaker 
Friends Center, the Catholic 
Newman Center and the 
Church of the Crossroads.

home’s large, 8-foot long glass 
window began to turn a deep 
red, then orange, followed by 
a loud roar.

The window shattered, 
glass flew toward her as her 
body was blown back by what 
felt like an unseen force. When 
she regained consciousness, 
she felt a warm liquid as she 
touched her head. Glass had 
cut her scalp but she felt no 
pain, just sticky blood.

At that moment, Sadae Kas-
aoka’s life became a continu-
ous series of loss upon loss, of 
unspeakable horrors, the 
events in her life determined 
as a result of what took place 
on the morning of Aug. 6, 1945.

Today, 80 years after the 
bombing, Ms. Kasaoka contin-
ues to bear witness to that his-
toric, cataclysmic day. Despite 
her petite, fragile appearance, 
she delivered an intensely 
powerful message to a large 
crowd gathered at the Honpa 
Hongwanji Hawaiʻi Betsuin, as 
well dozens more online.

Aided by her translator Ma-
yumi Miyahara and Ai Nishi-
moto of the Hiroshima Peace 
Culture Foundation, the 
92-year-old survivor gave an 
unflinching recounting of the 
days and weeks after the 
bombing — her tone turning 
fervent when she came to the 

subject of war and the threat of 
nuclear annihilation.

Entitled “In Remembrance 
and Reflection” the program 
commemorating 80 years since 
the end of World War II, 
opened with a service officiat-
ed by Bishop Toshiyuki Umi-
tani who introduced Ms. Kasa-
oka. 

In her presentation, she took 
the audience back to the 

hours, days, weeks, months 
and years following the bomb-
ing, retelling apocalyptic 
events without anguish from 
the moment she took her 
grandmother to a shelter fol-
lowed by  how her older 
brother retrieved their father.

“By chance, my older 
brother, who had been in Kobe 
at the time, brought my father 
back on a hand cart but I could 
not recognize the person lying 
on the cart,” she said. “His face 
was swollen, his eyes were 
wide open, his lips curled. He 
was all black from head to toe 
as if black paint had been 
poured over his body.”

At first, she couldn’t  recog-
nize him until he spoke.

“When he said, ʻGive me 
water!ʻ and ʻWe tried to escape, 
but we got separated,’

it was only then that I real-
ized this was my Dad, my Oto-
san.”

His skin peeled away when 
touched. Without access to 
medical supplies, they used 

vegetables to form compress-
es, only to watch them dry up 
as soon as they were applied; 
his flesh was so hot.

At one point, while looking 
for vegetables, young Sadae 
came upon ghostly figures 
walking past her, covered in 
gray ash with what appeared to 
be bits of clothing peeling 
away in strips from their bod-
ies as they stumbled by her.

“I realized they were not 
ghosts and the fabric falling 
off their arms was their own 
flesh,” she said. “The white ash 
covering their bodies came 
from the bomb.

“My father died on August 
8, worried about his wife and 
his children. He was 52.”

Later, her brother was told 
that their mother’s name was 
on a list of those who had died 
and some remains had been 
found. She also died on August 
8 and her body disposed of, but 
hair and small bone fragments 
were all that remained. 

“But there was no way of 
knowing if it was her,” Ms. 
Kasaoka.

For years after the bomb-
ing, she felt a deep hatred for 
Americans, only to realize later 
how people throughout the 
world, Americans included, 
supported the abolishment of 
nuclear weapons and sympa-
thized with Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki victims through the In-

Hiroshima 
Continued from Page 1

SEE PAGE 7

Courtesy of Irene Nohara
Guest speaker Sadae Kasaoka, center, with leaders and members from both Honpa Hongwanji 
Mission of Hawaii and Honpa Hongwanji Hawai’i Betsuin, from left: Rimban Yuika Hasebe, Rev. 
Charlene Kihara, Rev. Tatsuo Muneto, Ms. Kasaoka, Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, Rev. David Fujimoto, 
President Dr. Warren Tamamoto, Mrs. Yoshiko Umitani and Rev. Eric Matsumoto.
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ternational Red Cross and the Foster Parents 
Plan that sought to help orphans whose parents 
perished.

In the decades since 1945, Ms. Kasaoka 
graduated from high school, although  four 
years later than when she normally would have; 
she landed a job despite facing discrimination 
against hibakusha or bomb survivors; she mar-
ried Kenji Kasaoka, a fellow survivor, in 1957, 
only to lose him to cancer 10 years later at the 
age of 35. Together they had two children. 

While it’s estimated that 140,000 lives were 
lost as a direct result of the bomb, those 

who survived still carry the fear that the effects 
of radiation exposure continues to this day, 
generations later.

At the age of 92, Ms. Kasaoka tirelessly calls 
attention to the horrors of nuclear weapons 
and the futility of war as she advocates for 
peace.

“A single bomb took away our dreams and 
our hopes for the future,” she said. 

“War changes people. It changes our hu-
manity. Those who suffer the most are the el-
derly and the innocent.

“If everyone came together, we can create a 
powerful voice.

“I hope and pray that someday soon we can 
live peaceful lives without the fear of war.”

The program opened with a commemora-
tive service officiated by Bishop Toshiyuki Umi-
tani who acknowledged the cooperation of the 
Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation and Ms. 
Kasaoka.

A poster exhibit in the Social Hall, featuring 
some 30 works on eight panels, provided visi-
tors with a sweeping view of the bombing’s 
history — from the making of the bomb to its 
enduring impact on society.

Presented by the Honpa Hongwanji Mission 
of Hawaii Office of the Bishop, the Peace Day 
Committee, Honpa Hongwanji Betsuin and the 
Honolulu District Ministers Association the 
gathering served as both a memorial and a call 
for peace. 

			   — Gail S. Tagashira

Editor’s Note: From July 
1-9, 2025, three members of 
Honpa Hongwanji temples 
were chosen to take part in this 
year’s Young Buddhist Interna-
tional Cultural Study Exchange 
program. Over nine days, 
chaperoned by Reverend Sa-
toshi Ka‘imipono Tomioka, the 
trio visited Honzan in Kyoto, 
Hiroshima and historic sites 
including Mt. Hiei and Higashi 
Hongwanji.

BY REV. SATOSHI 
KA‘IMIPONO TOMIOKA
PUNA HONGWANJI

The YBICSE experience 
is truly unique.

lt offers not only a 
profound religious enrich-
ment beyond daily life but 
also a meaningful cultural 
immersion through exposure 
to environments rooted in 
Buddhist values.

Participants were deeply 
touched by Namo Amida 
Butsu — the boundless com-
passion and guiding wisdom 
of Amida Buddha. Initially, 
they stayed within their own 
group, but eventually soon 
forged new friendships and 
developed a greater under-
standing and respect for each 
person’s unique perspective 
and life experiences.

This growth reaffirmed 
the Dharma message shared 
by Rev. Ryoei Nanjo, head 
minister of Hōjūji who 
shared his message at Tsukiji 
temple, that the Great Com-
passion is ever-present and 
Great Wisdom continually 
guides us — even amid per-
sonal struggles. 

Those chosen for this 
year’s program were Yuya 
Fukutomi of Mililani Hong-
wanji Mission, Maslyn 
Kaneshiro-Takeuchi from 

Honpa Hongwanji Hawai’i 
Betsuin and David Yamamoto 
from Honpa Hongwanji Hilo 
Betsuin.

Buddhist Women’s Asso-
ciation’s Exchange Students 
Kana Suzuki from Pearl City 
Hongwanji and Chihiro Oka-
wa of Aiea Hongwanji briefly 
joined our group before leav-
ing to follow their own itiner-
ary.

When we arrived at Kan-
sai Airport, we felt the in-
tense heat and humidity but 
throughout the program, the 
weather didn’t diminish our 
enthusiasm or make us for-
get the significance of our 
trip.

Our group expressed their 
heartfelt gratitude for the 
chance to meet peers from 
Canada, the U.S. mainland, 
South America and students 
from Kyoto Women’s Univer-
sity.

They attended early 
morning services at Hong-
wanji in Kyoto and Tsukiji 
Hongwanji and while a 
scheduling conflict led to a 
cancellation of their meeting 

with Monshu Kojun Ohtani, 
we were given the rare op-
portunity to access the area 
behind the altar. 

The sentiment that “Youth 
are our treasure” resonated 
deeply as these young indi-
viduals, illuminated by the 
Amida Buddha, continue to 
enrich the world through 
their actions.

As their chaperone, de-
spite a few misadventures 
with train navigation, I was 
reminded that each of us is a 
treasure embraced by Amida 
Buddha’s care and under-
standing.

The YBICSE program re-
affirms that such treasures 
exist worldwide and that 
mutual sharing benefits ev-
eryone, beyond all differ-
ences.

My heartfelt gratitude 
goes out to the Honpa Hong-
wanji Headquarters staff, the 
Jodo Shinshu International 
Office and to everyone whose 
support — seen and unseen 
— made this program not 
only possible but also mean-
ingful.

•	 The Gannenmono Memorial in 
memory of 150 Gannenmono, the 
first major immigrant group to 
arrive from Japan in 1868,

•	 And the Makiki Japanese Naval 
Cemetery, where 16 sailors of 
the Imperial Japanese Navy died 
of illnesses between 1876 and 
1899 while protecting citizens 
living in Hawaiʻi and promoting 
stronger ties between Japan and 
Hawaiʻi.

“I visit this cemetery from 
time to time to personally pay 
tribute to our pioneers,” Deputy 
Consul General of Japan Hiroki 
Haruta said, “and when my family 
visits me, I always bring them 
here.”

On one visit, he noticed a 
small plate at the Gannenmono 
base which expressed “apprecia-
tion to the pioneering spirit of the 
forefathers and a sense of obliga-

tion towards Hawaiʻi Nei” which 
he took to mean a hope for lasting 
good relationships and friend-
ship between Japan and Hawaiʻi.

In his Dharma message, Bish-
op Umitani opened with remarks 
on Obon season in Hawaiʻi, how 
the summer tradition draws Bud-
dhists and non-Buddhists, Japa-
nese Americans and people all 
backgrounds together.

“The joy of simply watching 
people from all walks of life smil-
ing and dancing in harmony — 
that, to me, is the beauty of 
Hawaiʻi,” he said.

“We come from different cul-
tures, we speak different lan-
guages, we practice different reli-
gions and follow different 
customs and yet, we come to-
gether as one.

“Bon dance in Hawaiʻi embod-
ies the values of Aloha and ʻohana 
— respect, connection and the joy 
of living together in harmony.”

 As communities, the nation 
and our world face challenges of 
division, conflict and disharmo-

ny, it is precisely in times like 
these that gatherings like Obon 
become important, he said.

“Obon reminds us that we can 
turn division into unity, conflict 
into harmony. 

“It is not only for remember-
ing our ancestors, but it is also 
for each of us who live today, and 
for the generations yet to come,” 
he said. 

To close the program, UJSH 
President Brian Taniguchi re-
minded those in attendance that 
it is important not only to remem-
ber the immigrants’ struggles, 
but also to celebrate their accom-
plishments. 

His great-grandfathers were 
among the Kanyaku Imin who 
helped other families start movie 
theaters on Hawai’i Island and 
grocery stores on Maui, both vital 
parts of their legacy.

“To them, and to the many 
who are buried here, we owe a 
great debt and a heartfelt expres-
sion of admiration,” he said.

                    —Gail S. Tagashira

UJSH
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy of United Japanese Society of Hawai’i
Ministers and officials at the 39th annual United Japanese Society of Hawaii’s Obon Memorial Service included 
officiating ministers Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, fourth from left, Bishop Kenjun Kawawata of Higashi Hongwanji; 
Deputy Consul General Hiroki Haruta, UJSH President Brian Taniguchi and Past President Keith Sakuda, 
co-chair and emcee of the program. 

Courtesy of the YBICSE Program Staff
YBICSE members were joined by BWA Exchange Students 
at the Hongwanji Amida-do. From left, Yuya Fukutomi, BWA 
Exchange Students Maslyn Kaneshiro-Takeuchi and Chihiro 
Okawa, Kana Suzuki, David Yamamoto and chaperone Rev. 
Satoshi Kaʻimipono Tomioka.

Nothing Less Than Absolutely Fantastic
BY YUYA FUKUTOMI 
MILILANI HONGWANJI MISSION

While not my first time in Japan, the opportunity to 
take part in YBICSE was a true blessing in two 

ways: First, the program allowed for various visits to 
significant sites directly tied to Jodo Shinshu and sec-
ond, it served as a chance to create new connections and 
build friendships with participants from other coun-
tries.

Both experiences have given me a newfound appre-
ciation for the depth and scope of Jodo Shinshu Bud-
dhism. I will remember YBICSE as nothing less than an 
absolutely fantastic experience and look forward to 
sharing both my experiences and new perspectives that 
have changed the way I think.

A Chance to Learn, Connect, Reflect
BY MASLYN KANESHIRO-TAKEUCHI
HONPA HONGWANJI HAWAI‘I BETSUIN

My favorite moments weren’t about the places we 
visited, but how those places brought us together. 

Being a participant in YBICSE was truly an honor and a 
meaningful experience.

Every shared moment felt a little bittersweet, though, 
knowing we would eventually go our separate ways, but 
the bonds we formed will remain.

I’m so grateful for the chance to be a part of this 
program and to grow alongside others on the Buddhist 
path. Thank you, Hongwanji, for giving us this opportu-
nity to learn, connect and reflect together.

Spiritual Growth, Cultural Discovery
BY DAVID YAMAMOTO
HONPA HONGWANJI HILO BETSUIN

This trip wasn’t just a tour; it was a journey of spiri-
tual growth and cultural discovery. Attending early 

morning services at Nishi and Tsukiji Hongwanjis and 
speaking with minister chaperones provided me with 
more information into the teachings and history of Jodo 
Shinshu Buddhism.

We explored other Buddhist sects. We visited Tendai 
and Zen temples.

Visiting the Hiroshima Peace Memorial brought the 
realities of war into my mind. Listening to bomb survi-
vor and peace advocate Toshiyuki Misaki made the ex-
perience personal and realistic. 

Receiving Homyo, my Dharma name, was a personal 
and spiritual moment for me. It was an honor to experi-
ence the YBICSE program with people from Hawai’i, 
Canada, the mainland U.S. and Brazil.

The YBISCE Program: 
Treasures Really Do Exist

Hiroshima 
Continued from Page 6



8 KA LEO KĀHEA  |   SEPTEMBER 2025

Here’s a brief compilation 
of news and various activities 
from around Hawaii temples. 

Updates of interest may be 
sent to newsletter@honpahi.
org

O‘AHU
Two Oʻahu temples re-

cently encouraged members 
to stand up, move around 
and get their hearts pumping 
while they socialize with fel-
low sangha members. 

At  Honpa Hongwanji 
Hawai‘i Betsuin, Art and 
Rene Kimura brought Gate-
ball to the Social Hall after 
Sunday services in May.

Invented in Japan in 1947, 
Gateball is played in 18 coun-
tries by 8 million people in-
cluding Hawai‘i community 
teams on the Big Island in 
Hilo and the Kohala/Waimea 
area, Kula and Wailuku on 
Maui, Hanapepe on Kauai 
and on O‘ahu at  Ala Moana 
Beach Park where the World 
Gateball Championships 
were held in 1998, drawing 
some 1,300 players.

In the Betsuin Social Hall, 
a croquet-like court with 
three gates was laid out, 
while two teams took turns 
striking balls with mallets 
brought by the Kimuras who 
explained strategy and the 
rules.

Last year, they were intro-
duced to the sport at Ogini, a 
village in Okinawa designated 
a “Blue Zone” for having the 
highest number of centenar-
ians in the world.

When asked why they 
lived so long, residents re-
plied, “Gateball.”

☐
Wahiawa Hongwanji Mis-

sion fielded a strong five-
member Ekiden relay team 
in this year’s Rainbow Ekiden 
Relay Race, the scenic 5K 
course from Kapiolani Park, 
up to the Diamond Head 
Road lookout point and back.

Reverend Kojun Hashi-
moto, a veteran of the popu-
lar race, organized a team 
made up of Jon Acohido, his 
sons Jay and Cy Acohido, 
Rev. Hashimoto himself  with 
Candace Okochi running the 
anchor leg.

In Japan, the race is usu-
ally held over two days after 
New Year’s Day.

Ekiden began in the early 
1900s when information be-
tween Tokyo and Hakone had 
to be hand-delivered by mes-
senger. Today, the runners 
hand off a ceremonial sash or 
cloth.

Runners in Hawai‘i hand-

ed off a colorful quilted fabric 
lei equipped with a chip that 
clocked each runner’s time at 
every leg. 

Wahiawa’s team, calling 
itself the “Wahiawa Hong-
wanji Dharma Shaka,” placed 
a respectable 39th out of 87 
teams with a time of 2:34.32 
at the March event.

In 2014, Honpa Hongwan-
ji Mission of Hawaiʻi fielded a 
team of ministers, also orga-
nized by Rev. Hashimoto, to 
raise awareness of Hong-
wanji in the community. 

That team was made up of 
then-Rev. Kazunori Taka-
hashi, Rev. Tomo Hojo, then-
Rev. Toshiyuki Umitani, Rev. 
Hashimoto and Rev. Ai Hiro-
naka who designed the team 
T-shirts. 

Anyone interested in run-
ning should contact Rev. 
Hashimoto who is looking for 
at least one more runner to 
join next year’s team. 

MAUI
Butterflies are critical to 

our ecosystem despite their 
seemingly delicate and frag-
ile nature.

Thanks to a grant from 
Hawai‘i’s 4-H Leaders Foun-
dation, Wailuku Hongwanji 
Mission’s Aloha Girls 4-H 
club were able to visit the 
Maui Butterfly Farm in La-
haina to see and hold beauti-
ful monarchs and swallow-
tails in the walk-in “Flight 
House.”

“The girls had a blast as 
the insects flitted around and 
on them,” chaperone Farron 
Cabral said. “They got to hold 
them and learned how im-
portant these creatures are to 
our ecosystem.”

The outing marked the 
end of the year for the Aloha 
Girls group.

HAWAI‘I ISLAND
Three informative, enthu-

siastic, small group discus-
sions have concluded at 
Pāpa’ikou Hongwanji Mis-
sion guided by Rimban Kazu-
nori Takahashi and  attended 
by members of the four Ha-
makua temples. 

The lively evening meet-
ings drew about a dozen 
members, they were held 
monthly from February to 
April and promised “no book 
reading, no tests or home-
work” but with yummy re-
freshments.

The focus of the series 
was “How the Dharma Can 
Be Our Guide in Our Daily 
Lives” and by the end of the 
three sessions, participants 
said the discussions moved 
them in a positive direction 
and pointed to how Jodo 
Shinshu relates to individual 
lives. 

Each session included a 
one-hour Q&A segment when 
participants were encour-
aged to freely share their 

thoughts.
Topics ranged from basics 

such as  “What Is Buddhism?” 
and the origins of Mahayana 
Buddhism, to key Jodo Shins-
hu teachings covering Amida 
Buddha, the Primal Vow and 
shinjin (entrusting heart).

Participants also explored 
meditation from a Jodo Shin-
shu perspective and a discus-
sion of end-of-life care.

Rimban Takahashi was 
grateful for the opportunity, 
saying he “learned a lot to-
gether with everyone.” 

The sessions, he said, al-
lowed everyone — including 
himself — not only to reflect 
more deeply on the Dharma, 
but also to experience the joy 
of learning and connecting 
through the teachings.

“This helped to bring both 
minister and sangha mem-
bers closer together, as well 
as being a teaching experi-
ence,” coordinator Leo Pesin 
said. “We plan to continue 
these ‘Talk Story’ sessions 
with four more monthly 
gatherings already scheduled   
through November.”

☐
Pāhala Hongwanji Mis-

sion held its first Keiki Sum-
mer Camp on the grounds of 
its Kaʻu temple in July. 

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
seven campers took part in a 
week-long schedule that in-
cluded two Dharma sessions 
a day, conducted by Rev. Sa-
toshi Kaʻimipono Tomioka, 
and daily classes in Aikido, 
taiko and hula.

Each morning began with 
a game followed by an assem-
bly in the hondo where  keiki 
learned temple etiquette, 
chanting and meditation.

“Cooking” lessons focused 
on assembling lunches for 
both teachers and students. 
Meals ranged from Spam 
musubi and tuna sandwiches 
to curry rice, pokē bowls and 
pizzas.

For the week’s finale, a 
recital to showcase the camp-
ers’ talents and achievements 
drew many appreciative fam-
ily members and friends. 

Reaction from partici-
pants was overwhelmingly 
positive. Many hoped to re-

turn next year; some wished 
the camp lasted longer. Each 
youngster received an onenju 
and the children’s book, 
“Buddha Is Our Teacher.” 

Rev. Tomioka typically 
holds services monthly at 
Pāhala and Nā’ālehu which 
are 45 and 57 miles away, re-
spectively, from Puna Hong-
wanji, where he is resident 
minister.

The project was funded by 
a Golden Chain Grant, a pro-
gram that is part of Honpa 
Hongwanji’s Committee on 
Social Concerns Committee. 
Temple-affiliated individuals 
or groups may apply for up to 
$1,000 for an event that cre-
atively spreads the Dharma 
and benefits the community. 
Information and application 
forms may be found on the 
Social Concerns website. 

KAUA‘I
Līhu‘e Hongwanji Mis-

sion’s Preschool graduated 
27 keiki to its “Big School,” 
a.k.a. kindergarten.

Directed by Sandie Fuji-
moto, the Preschool pro-
gram currently welcomes 
about 47 keiki, grouped by 
age into levels for  three- and 
four-year-olds and four- and 
five-year-olds. 

Both classes enjoy hands-
on sessions that explore 
Hawai’iana, teach the alpha-
bet, and, guided by Rev. 
Shawn Yagi, an activity 
where they gently poured 
sweet tea over Baby Bud-
dha’s statue for  Hanamat-
suri.

Guests from the commu-
nity have visited the “Bear” 
class this year, including 
three musicians from the 
Kauaʻi Concert Association 
who discussed and per-
formed Saint-Saens’ “The 
Carnival of the Animals,”  
then asked the children if 
they could identify the ani-
mals they heard in the clas-
sical work.

Paul Curtis, whose grand-
daughter was among the 
kindergarten-bound chil-
dren,  visited to discuss the 
33 giant sequoia groves in 
the national parks east of 
Fresno, California.

NEWS FROM THE SANGHAS

Living Longer, Butterflies and ‘Talk Story’ With a Minister

Courtesy of Honpa  Hongwanji Mission of Hawai’i
Honpa Hongwanji members from several O‘ahu temples took part in the 42nd annual Pan-
Pacific Festival Parade, celebrating Hawai‘i’s diverse cultures. Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, far 
right, lead the marchers ahead of the packed trolley from Fort DeRussy to Kapiolani Park on 
June 15. The popular parade was part of activities to promote peace and harmony in the world 
and included a bon dance and ho‘olaule‘a.

Courtesy of Rev. Kojun 
Hashimoto

Jon Acohido, center, Runner 
Number 016-1, represented 
Wahiawa Hongwanji in this 
year’s Rainbow Ekiden relay 
race.

Courtesy of Art Kimura
Honpa Hongwanji Betsuin member Wayne Yoshioka, center, 
strikes a ball at the  indoor Gateball demonstration while 
Ranelle Omura, left, and Arlene Matsubara watch his swing. 
Rene Kimura, right, explains the finer points of the game to 
Robyn Hashimoto, Denise Sueyoshi and Dianne Ida. 

Courtesy of Sammy Takamura
Members of Wailuku Hongwanji’s  Aloha Girls, part of the 
Sakura 4-H Clubs,  visited the Maui Butterfly Farm, thanks to a 
grant from the 4-H Leaders Foundation. 

Courtesy of Leo Pesin
Rimban Kazunori Takahashi, standing second from left, offered 
insights and led the discussion for three monthly “Talk Story” 
sessions with an eager group at Pāpa’ikou Hongwanji Mission. 
Participants focused on “How the Dharma Can Be Our Guide in 
Our Daily Lives.”

Marching for Peace and Harmony


