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NOVEMBER 2025 

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP TOSHIYUKI UMITANI 

*Waianae Hongwanji Mission held its final service on Sunday, November 9, 2025, with ministers, lay 
leaders, temple members, and friends in attendance. Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani delivered the 
following Dharma Message.   

“How joyous I am, my heart and mind being rooted in the Buddha-ground of the universal Vow, and my 
thoughts and feelings flowing within the dharma-ocean, which is beyond comprehension! I am deeply 
aware of the Tathagata’s immense compassion, and I sincerely revere the benevolent care behind the 
master’s teaching activity. My joy grows ever fuller, my gratitude and indebtedness ever more compelling.” 
(Shinran Shonin)  

Good morning, everyone. Today, with the presence of ministers, members, and friends of the Waianae 
Hongwanji Mission, we gather to observe the final service of this temple as we prepare for its permanent 
closing at the end of this year. As I stand before you, my heart is filled with mixed emotions — gratitude, 
sadness, and deep reflection — as we mark the conclusion of a long and meaningful chapter in the history 
of Waianae Hongwanji. 

The story of this temple began even before its official founding. Records tell us that Bishop Yemyo 
Imamura visited this area monthly to share the Buddha-Dharma with the early Japanese immigrants who 
had settled here. In 1901, Rev. Josho Yempuku of Waipahu Hongwanji continued Bishop Imamura’s 
efforts, reaching out to the residents of Waianae and planning for the construction of a temple. His 
successor, Rev. Eun Miyamoto, led the groundbreaking and completion of the temple, which was formally 
dedicated in July 1904 by Rev. Shojitsu Asaeda. These are the beginnings of the long and rich history of 
Waianae Hongwanji Mission. 

When I think of those pioneer ministers and the devoted members who established the foundation of this 
temple, I am moved by their commitment, vision, and perseverance. Behind these historical facts are 
countless personal stories — stories of laughter, fellowship, hardship, hope, and unshakable dedication 
to share the light of the Buddha-Dharma in this community. 

In those days, ministers’ duty extended far beyond temple walls. Many ministers traveled 20 or 30 miles 
from their homes, sometimes on horseback, sometimes by slow-moving train, and often on foot. They 
faced the sun, rain, and wind, lost their way in the mountains and fields, fell into ditches, and received 
unwelcoming messages and criticism. However, they kept going. Guided by the Nembutsu and sustained 
by the support of devoted members, they continued to move forward, sharing the Dharma. Together, they 
built this temple here in Waianae. 

 

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii 
HEADQUARTERS	UPDATE	

	

1727 Pali Highway, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 522-9200  Fax: (808) 522-9209 

Web: www.hongwanjihawaii.com   Email: hqs@honpahi.org 
  

http://www.hongwanjihawaii.com/
mailto:hqs@honpahi.org


 

2 

For more than a century since then, Waianae Hongwanji has been a place of refuge, learning, and 
fellowship. It has been a true spiritual home for generations of families — a place where they came to 
share joy and sorrow, to express gratitude, and to find comfort in the Nembutsu. 

The light of the Dharma first illuminated by our pioneers continued to shine through the dedication of 
successive ministers, leaders, and members. Each person — including your parents, grandparents, 
relatives, and friends — played an integral part in shaping this temple’s story. There are no words 
sufficient to express our gratitude for their compassion and devotion. I am simply humbled and thankful 
to all who kept the light of the Nembutsu shining brightly over the decades. 

I often wonder how many people have entered this temple — how many have stood before this Amida 
Buddha, offered incense, placed their hands together, and said Namo Amida Butsu. Some people recited 
the Nembutsu with joy and gratitude; others recited in sadness, burdened by loss or hardship in life. And 
this Amida Buddha gently and tirelessly stood by each of them— always listening, embracing, and 
illuminating their lives with Wisdom and Compassion.   

For more than one hundred years, this Buddha has silently witnessed the lives of the Waianae community 
— its celebrations and its sorrows — gently embracing all beings with its warm presence. Today, as we 
say farewell to this sacred space, I recite the Nembutsu in deep gratitude to Amida Buddha for having 
stood here all these years, shining the light of Compassion upon all who entered. 

Thank you, Amida Buddha, for guiding and embracing us. Thank you, Waianae Hongwanji temple, for 
protecting this sacred space and nurturing a community of Dharma and friendship. 

As Buddhists, we are always reminded of the impermanence of all things. Everything that takes form will 
one day change; everything that comes together will one day part. Yet the teaching of impermanence is 
not only about endings — it is also about beginnings. When the leaves fall from the tree, they become part 
of the earth, nurturing new life. 

Throughout Buddhist history, temples have risen, declined, and transformed — yet the Dharma has never 
ceased to flow. We must ensure that the legacy of Waianae Hongwanji continues to live on in new forms, 
and that its stories remain part of the great tapestry of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii. Although 
the temple building will close its doors soon, the light of the Buddha-Dharma does not end here. 

There are two poems that I would like to share with you today.  

「恋しくば  南無阿弥陀仏を  称うべし  我も六字の  うちにこそ住め」 
“If you miss me, just say Namo Amida Butsu. I shall live within those six characters.” 

「我となえ  我聞くなれど  南無阿弥陀  連れて行くぞの  親の呼び声」 
“Though it is I who recite and I who hear Namo Amida Butsu, it is truly the voice of my loving parent, 
Amida Buddha, gently calling — ‘I will take you without fail.’” 

These poems express the very heart of our tradition. It reminds us that the true temple and the true refuge 
are not found outside ourselves, but within our voice of the Nembutsu. The Nembutsu is the living 
presence of the Buddha — the call of Amida’s boundless Compassion reaching out to each of us, 
assuring us, “I am with you always.” 

Even though this physical temple will close, the essence of Waianae Hongwanji — the Wisdom and 
Compassion of Amida Buddha — will continue to live on in our voice of Namo Amida Butsu. The spirit of 
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this sangha, the friendships, the memories, and the joy of the Nembutsu that we shared here at Waianae 
will continue to live on in all of us. Any place where people recite the Nembutsu is the Waianae Hongwanji 
Mission.  

Today marks the closing of one chapter, but also the beginning of a new one in the unfolding history of 
Jodo Shinshu in Hawaii. The question before us is: What kind of history shall we write next? That is in our 
hands. May we carry forward the light and spirit of this temple to our respective sanghas and communities, 
so that the flame of the Dharma first lit by our pioneers will continue to shine brightly for generations to 
come. 

On behalf of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, and as the present Bishop, I express my deepest 
gratitude to all people, past and present, who have supported and sustained Waianae Hongwanji through 
the years — its ministers, leaders, members, and friends. Honto ni Arigato Gozaimashita. Thank you! 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart!  

Though we may no longer gather in this physical place, please remember that we remain connected 
through the Nembutsu. Please continue to live your lives as Jodo Shinshu Buddhists. The legacy and the 
history of Waianae Hongwanji will continue in each of our hearts. 

Namo Amida Butsu.   

RETIRED MINISTERS AND SPOUSES APPRECIATION GATHERING  

On Wednesday, November 12, 2025, the Office of the Bishop held its Annual Appreciation Gathering to 
honor retired ministers and their spouses for their invaluable contributions to sharing the Jodo Shinshu 
teachings throughout Hawaii. Organized by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani and Hawaii Kyodan President Dr. 
Warren Tamamoto, the event brought together retired ministers and their spouses for a meaningful day 
of remembrance, gratitude, and fellowship. 

This year’s participants were: Rev. Thomas and Mrs. Michiko Okano, Rev. Shigenori and Mrs. Sumi Makino, 
Rev. Tatsuo and Mrs. Edna Muneto, Rev. Ryoso Toshima, Rev. Kevin and Mrs. Dale Kuniyuki, Rev. 
Toyokazu and Mrs. Junko Hagio, Mrs. Hisako Igarashi, and Rev. Alan Urasaki. Also representing the HHMH 
were: Bishop Toshiyuki and Mrs. Yoshiko Umitani, Dr. Warren and Mrs. Claire Tamamoto, Rev. Kazunori 
Takahashi (Sanmucho), Rev. Yuika Hasebe (Betsuin Rimban), and Derrick Inouye.   

The day began with an Opening Service at the Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin Hondo. Following the 
chanting of Sanbutsuge, Bishop Umitani offered a message of gratitude, reflecting on the lifelong 
dedication and enduring legacy of the ministers and their families. He also reported on the recent Closing 
Service of the Waianae Hongwanji Mission and pledged that the HHMH will continue to honor and carry 
forward the legacy and spirit of the temple. 

The gathering then moved to the Bishop’s Residence for an appreciation luncheon. This relaxed and 
welcoming setting allowed the retired ministers and their spouses to reconnect, share stories, and enjoy 
moments of laughter and companionship. Warmth and joy filled the atmosphere as participants reflected 
on their years of service and celebrated their shared commitment to the Dharma. 

Former Bishop Thomas Okano expressed gratitude to the HHMH on behalf of the Retired Ministers and 
Spouses, noting how meaningful gatherings like this are in helping them remain connected to the 
organization. Dr. Warren Tamamoto concluded the day by expressing his deep appreciation for the 
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retirees’ past contributions and their continued support. He emphasized the vital role they continue to 
play in enriching the mission of Hawaii Kyodan. 

The Annual Appreciation Gathering remains a cherished tradition—one that highlights the enduring 
impact of retired ministers and their spouses in spreading the teachings of Shinran Shonin and 
strengthening the Hawaii Kyodan sangha.  

CONDOLENCE 

Mr. Kazumasa Okamoto, a former President of the Puna Hongwanji Mission and a former board member 
of the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii, received the Ingo, Posthumous Title, of GATSU-AI-IN 月愛院, 
meaning “The one who possessed compassion as radiant as moonlight."  Bishop Umitani presented 
the Ingo at the funeral service held on October 28, 2025, at Puna Hongwanji Mission.  

SOCIAL CONCERNS  

The Committee on Social Concerns recently made emergency donations from our Social Welfare 
Fund to help address food insecurity in our community. The recent federal government shutdown 
and the disruption of SNAP benefits have negatively impacted many local families in need.  
 
 $2,000  Hawaii Foodbank  
 $2,000   Maui Food Bank 
 $2,000  Hawaii Foodbank Kauai 
 $2,000  Kauai Independent Food Bank 
 $2,000  The Food Basket, Hawaii Island’s Food Bank 
 
Please consider your own contribution to these or other worthy organizations that make a difference 
in our community. Non-profits are a vital part of our social safety net, helping to keep our community 
strong during these challenging times. Mahalo for your ongoing support of our mission to share the 
living Dharma through compassionate action.  
 
FALL 2025 TETSUYA 
 
Fall 2025 Tetsuya will be held during December 14-19, 2025.  Please see the attached flyer for more 
information.  All college students who are interested in joining the Buddhist Study Center Fellowship Club 
are welcome to join us for dinner!  Please share this opportunity with any students who may be interested. 
 
YESS CAMP 42 
 
Young Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers (YESS) Camp 42 will be held on April 3-5, 2026, at Kona Hongwanji 
with Rev. Blayne Higa as the speaker.  The theme is The Dharma Awakens, which is inspired by the Star 
Wars franchise.  YESS Camp is open to campers aged 13-23 years, who are interested in Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism, and is an opportunity for youth to connect with one another, make new friends, and 
experience the Dharma. 
 
Additionally, YESS Camp 42 will be having a fundraiser at Raising Cane's (King Street location) on 
December 9.  The fundraiser will support subsidies of campers' flights to the Big Island for camp.  Please 
share the attached flyer and support YESS Camp! 
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BSC SPRING FESTIVAL  
 
The Buddhist Study Center will be having a Spring Festival on April 18, 2026, from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm.  The 
theme is "Appreciating Our Ohana," with intergenerational workshops, local favorite snacks, 
appreciation activities, "old school" games, and much more.  Please save the date and bring your whole 
family! 
 
2026 LIVING TREASURES OF HAWAII 

Now celebrating its 51st year, the Living Treasures of Hawai‘i™ program continues a cherished tradition 
of honoring those whose lives reflect the very best of our islands — excellence, compassion, and a deep 
commitment to uplifting others. Founded in 1976 by Bishop Yoshiaki Fujitani and inspired by Japan’s 
Living National Treasures (Ningen Kokuho), the program recognizes individuals who, through mastery and 
service, enrich Hawai‘i’s cultural, artistic, and humanitarian landscape.  
 
This year’s 2026 honorees — Dr. Billy Bergin, Kumu Hula Māpuana de Silva, Jim and Vickie Kennedy, 
Sheree Tamura, and Dr. Ka‘imiloa Chrisman — will be celebrated at the 51st Living Treasures of 
Hawai‘i luncheon on February 21, 2026, at the Hilton Hawaiian Village Coral Ballroom. 
 

 
 

October 25, 2025 – Minister’s Lay Assistant Retreat November 2, 2025 – Lihue Hongwanji Mission 125th 
Anniversary 

 

 

November 9, 2025 – Waianae Hongwanji Mission 
Final Service 

November 12, 2025 – Retired Ministers and 
Spouses Appreciation Gathering 




