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LANAI HONGWANJI MISSION CELEBRATES 100 YEARS  

The Lanai Hongwanji Mission observed its Centennial Commemorative Service on Sunday, November 23, 
2025. About 40 members and guests from Oahu, Maui, and Lanai gathered to celebrate this meaningful 
milestone in the temple’s history. 

The roots of the Lanai Hongwanji Mission go back to 1923, when Rev. Yoshio Hino arrived on Lanai to 
establish a Japanese Language School. With the completion of a new temple and minister’s residence in 
July 1925, the foundation of the Lanai Hongwanji Mission was firmly established. Over the years, the 
temple has faced many challenges, including the loss of its original property during World War II. Through 
it all, the Lanai Hongwanji Sangha has persevered, continuing to share the Light of the Buddha-Dharma 
on the island. Today, the temple remains both a spiritual home and an important center of community 
life. 

The Centennial Service was officiated by Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani, along with Rev. Shinkai Murakami and 
Rev. Kerry Kiyohara. Rev. Kiyohara struck the Kansho bell, creating a solemn atmosphere as the ministers 
entered in procession. The service included the Sanbujo, Bishop’s Aspiration, and Sutra Chanting. 

In his Dharma Message, Bishop Umitani expressed deep gratitude for the temple’s predecessors, noting 
that the Nembutsu recited today is the same Nembutsu voiced by generations before us, all equally 
embraced by Amida Buddha’s Compassion. Hawaii Kyodan President Dr. Warren Tamamoto delivered a 
congratulatory message, and closing words of appreciation were offered by Rev. Shinkai Murakami and 
Lanai Hongwanji President Christopher Richardson. 

More than a celebration of the past, the centennial marked a living tradition that continues to inspire and 
support the Lanai community. Those in attendance reaffirmed their commitment to nurturing a 
welcoming temple where people of all backgrounds can gather, learn, and be embraced by Amida’s 
Compassion. 
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MINISTER’S LAY ASSISTANT WITH TOKUDO ORDINATION  

Per request from their Resident Ministers, Bishop Umitani recently acknowledged and designated the 
following individuals as Minister’s Lay Assistants with Tokudo Ordination. 

• Barbara Brennan (Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin) 
• Raymond Takiue Jr. (Moiliili Hongwanji Mission) 
• Rodney Moriyama (Wahiawa Hongwanji Mission) 
• Dexter Mar (Honpa Hongwanji Hawaii Betsuin) 

BSCFC CAR WASH FUNDRAISER  

The Buddhist Study Center Fellowship Club is a group for university students and young adults to connect, 
have fun, and share the Dharma.  Some of our activities this past year were Genki Ball making, beach 
clean-up, New Year's and back-to-school welcome parties, game night, and our semi-annual Tetsuya, in 
which the BSC is open all night for university students to study during finals week. 

The BSC Fellowship Club will be having a car wash fundraiser on Sunday, January 18, 2026, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. at 1436 University Ave, entrance on University Ave makai bound.  This fundraiser will help to 
support club activities in the coming year.  Donations are welcome and the suggested donation is $10 per 
car and $15 per van/truck.  Contact ehashi@honpahi.org for more information. 

YESS CAMP 42 

Happy New Year, Hongwanji Allies! 

We are excited to share that the 42nd Young Enthusiastic Shinshu Seekers Camp, “The Dharma Awakens,” 
will be coming soon to a galaxy not-too-far away!  Otherwise known as YESS Camp, this is an annual 
three-day, two-night event open to campers ages 13-23.  Anyone with an interest in Jodo Shinshu 
Buddhism is highly encouraged to attend.  The goal of YESS Camp is to create a friendly and safe 
atmosphere where campers can laugh, learn, have fun, and most importantly, build lifelong friends. This 
is a great opportunity for youth to meet new people and become familiar with Buddhism, with no 
experience necessary. 

YESS Camp: Episode 42 will be held April 3-5, 2026, at Kona Hongwanji on the Big Island!  Registration is 
open online at tinyurl.com/yesscamp42 and is priced and scheduled as follows: 

• $60 early bird (HALF PRICE) registration by February 1, 2026 
• $90 regular registration by March 10, 2026 
• $120 last call registration by March 25, 2026 

Throughout the camp, we will participate in various fun activities.  In accordance with this year’s Star 
Wars theme, we will play field games (to fight the dark side), mixers (including an epic lightsaber duel), 
bond and make friends (to form unlikely alliances), do community service (to restore balance to the 
galaxy), and learn about the Dharma (and its powerful Force).  Our guest speaker is Rev. Blayne Higa, who 
will discuss how we can rise up and find our voice during these turbulent times across worlds. 

We’re very grateful to the Hongwanji community for your support of YESS Camp.  We could not host the 
camp without you.  This year, we hope to continue our support of neighbor island campers’ airfare to the 
Big Island through our fundraising efforts.  If your temple or organization would like to support our 
fundraising efforts, please consider purchasing a booklet advertisement for YESS Camp 42. 

mailto:ehashi@honpahi.org
http://tinyurl.com/yesscamp42
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1rOh9yLBxgLylax2okQte_ZmpSRd9jgFF/view?usp=drive_link


 

3 

For questions/more information on our upcoming fundraisers and events, please contact 
yesscamp@honpahi.org.  We look forward to seeing new and returning faces at camp! 

In Gassho, 

YESS Camp 42 Planning Committee 

P.S. If you’re on Instagram, please check out our Instagram account (@yess_camp) for exciting updates 
and important information leading up to camp!  

PROPAGATION PROGRAM GRANT  

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii “Propagation Program Grant Committee” would like to announce to 
all of you that “Propagation Program Grant” is available to all of you for “New and wonderful ideas for 
propagating Nembutsu teachings into our community.” Would you like to share your wonderful and 
creative Dharma projects with all of our community?  If so, take action right away! We all are looking 
forward to seeing your innovative ideas! 

The committee reviews all grant applications which meet the following criteria: 
1. Priority will be given to innovative, creative ideas or activities focusing on Buddhist Education and the 
propagation of the Dharma. 
2. Each project may be funded only once within 5 years. 
3. The maximum amount of the grant should not exceed $10,000.00 
4. The project should have statewide implications/potential. 

For more information regarding this program or to apply, please check with your resident minister or 
HQ. 

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL CONCERNS  

Emergency Donations 

The Committee on Social Concerns made emergency donations from our Social Welfare Fund to help 
address food insecurity in our community. The recent federal government shutdown and the disruption 
of SNAP benefits have negatively impacted many local families in need. 

• $2,000 Hawaii Foodbank 
• $2,000 Maui Food Bank 
• $2,000 Hawaii Foodbank Kauai 
• $2,000 Kauai Independent Food Bank 
• $2,000 The Food Basket, Hawaii Island’s Food Bank 

Please consider your own contribution to these or other worthy organizations that make a difference in 
our community. Nonprofits are a vital part of our social safety net, helping to keep our community 
strong during these challenging times. Mahalo for your ongoing support of our mission to share the living 
Dharma through compassionate action. 

Dana Matching Grant 

To encourage the practice of Dana and to amplify the power of giving, the Committee on Social 
Concerns has established the “Dana Matching Grant” program to enable temples and organizations 
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4 

affiliated with the Honpa Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii the ability to double the impact of their charitable 
giving in the community. 

We encourage all temples and affiliated organizations to share our Buddhist values by actively 
supporting non-profit organizations and programs serving your community. 

The Dana Matching Grant will match your temple or affiliated organization’s donation amount—dollar-
for-dollar up to $1,500 per grant—to double the impact your practice of Dana in the greater community. 
Grant information can be found on the HHMH Share Drive and our committee page on the HHMH 
website. 

Golden Chain Grant 

The Golden Chain Grant is a micro-grant program designed to encourage compassionate action by 
making the teachings real in everyday life through the practical application of the Dharma. 

CRITERIA 

• Any person or group part of the Hongwanji Mission of Hawaii Ohana can apply. 
• A maximum amount of the grant must not exceed $1,000.00. 
• The project should have a beneficial impact to others and the community at large. 
• Employ an innovative approach to a defined problem or need. 
• Have clear, logical, and realistic plans. 
• Creatively applies the Dharma to a social concern. 

The application form can be found on the HHMH Share Drive and our committee page on the HHMH 
website. 

COMMISSION ON BUDDHIST EDUCATION  

Poster Contest - HHMH’s 2026 Hongwanji Theme/Slogan 

The CBE sponsored a poster contest which visually expresses the coming year’s theme/slogan 
"Nurturing Nembutsu: Sharing Gratitude." Rev. Shawn Yagi and Debbie Kubota chaired this contest. 
The winners of this contest are as follows:  

• 1st Place - Linda Nagai, Kona Hongwanji 
• 2nd Place - Aiko Nakashima, Hongwanji Mission School 
• 3rd Place - Madelyn Masutomi, Hongwanji Mission School 
• 4th Place - Rick Tabor, Hawaii Betsuin   
• 5th Place - Isla Ige, Hongwanji Mission School.  

(See separate document or the related website news item featuring these prize-winning posters.) 

ARCHIVES WORKSHOP HELD 11/16/25 AT BSC 

Due to popular demand, the Archives Committee organized and hosted an archiving workshop on 
November 16 with Helen Wong Smith (an archivist at UH Mānoa) and her graduate student assistant, 
Terri-Lee Bixby. Committee member Ken Okimoto made the initial arrangements with Helen. The 
workshop was offered at the Buddhist Study Center and on Zoom. 

https://hongwanjihawaii.com/organizations-and-programs/committee-on-social-concerns/
https://hongwanjihawaii.com/organizations-and-programs/committee-on-social-concerns/
https://hongwanjihawaii.com/blog/2025/12/16/2026-poster-contest-entries/
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The workshop was well attended and feedback was excellent. Sample comment: “Thank you to the 
participants, guest presenters and organizers for this zoom session on Archiving. Very interesting 
session! Now to get busy and decide how and where to start. I would be very happy to receive a broad 
categorized outline which would fit most small Buddhist temples in Hawaii!” 

Helen provided a wealth of resources, which we have shared on Google Drive. Find an index to them at 
https://honpahi.link/archives1116rsrcs (includes link to workshop Zoom recording). 

Thank you to our presenters, Helen and Terri-Lee; to Ken for initiating the planning; to the BSC for making 
the venue available; and to Rev. Yuika Hasebe, Cindy Alm, and Irene Nohara of Hawaii Betsuin for their 
support for refreshments and AV. A follow-up workshop is a possibility as we see what needs and 
questions rise to the top. 

FAREWELL TO MANZANAR: PANEL DISCUSSION VIDEO & DVD DONATION 

In the September Headquarters Update, we announced an October screening of Farewell to Manzanar 
at Hawaii Betsuin, organized and funded in part by the HHMH Committee on Social Concerns. The film 
is a feature-length dramatization of Jeanne Wakatsuki’s experiences as a Japanese American child 
imprisoned with her family at Manzanar during World War II. The film helps us better understand the 
past and provides a valuable lens through which to view related events today. Attendance was 150-200 
people. 

A video recording of the panel discussion that followed 
the screening is now available on the HHMH YouTube 
channel. Panelists were Josh Houston, son of the author 
and filmmaker; Tina Sablan, an immigrant advocate; Carole 
Hayashino, President Emerita, JCCH; Ken Inouye, 442nd 
Legacy Center; and Logan Narikawa, moderator. To access 
the panel video, visit https://honpahi.link/ftmpanel.  

Of the $2500 that the Committee on Social Concerns provided for the event, $500 was for purchasing 
DVD copies of Farewell to Manzanar for Hawaii state library branches and also UH libraries. Together 
with substantial funding from co-sponsor Wesley United Methodist Church, the event committee was 
able to purchase DVDs for every branch library in the state. 

Our interfaith event committee organized a Dec. 9 press 
event at the central branch of the Hawaii State Library to 
donate the DVDs. State Librarian Stacey Aldrich, UH 
Associate Librarian Vickery Lebbin, and UH Japanese 
Studies Librarian Mitsu Nakamura accepted the DVDs. 

The event also featured check presentations of $1000 
each to three nonprofits connected to immigrant rights: 
The Legal Clinic, Hawai‘i Coalition for Immigration Rights, 
and the UH Refugee and Immigration Law Clinic. (A 
collection at the October film screening included an 
opportunity to donate to the groups.) 

Hawaii News Now covered the press event on the 9 o'clock news. 

Photo courtesy of Rep. Della Au Belatti 
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