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Thirteen candidates from throughout the world including three
from Honpa Hongwaniji Mission of Hawai'i, received their
Tokudo training and ordination on Oct. 9, 2025. They were,
from front left: Dr. Aaron Proffitt, State University of New York

Phuc Xuan, currently living in Mannheim, Germany; Dr. Javier
Galvan-Martinez, Madrid, Spain; Sara Perrott, White River
Buddhist Temple, Washington; Sharon Sasaki, San Diego
Buddhist Church. Back row, left: Sydney Shiroyama, Palo
Alto Buddhist Temple; Kynan Ono, Toronto Buddhist Church,
Canada; Dexter Mar, Honpa Hongwaniji Hawai'i Betsuin; Alain
De Peter, Jikoji Temple, Antwerp, Belgium; Natalia Aguilar,
Barcelona, Spain; Rodney Moriyama, Wahiawa Hongwaniji
Mission, and Noriko Kawai, San Diego Buddhist Church.

Our Tokudo Journey

Their paths were different, but their desti-
nation the same as three of Hawai’i Minis-
ters’ Lay Assistants complete ordination

ning of Oct. 9, 2025, at

the Nishi Hongwanji in
Kyoto, with only candlelight
illuminating a solemn Toku-
do Ordination Ceremony.

That night, 40 aspirants
— 13 from countries outside
Japan and 27 from within Ja-
pan — gathered to take their
first formal step toward be-
coming ordained Jodo Shins-
hu ministers.

Each arrived shaped by
decades of causes and condi-
tions, all converging in that
moment. For them, the cere-
mony marked both an end-
ing and a beginning — the
close of one chapter and the
start of another, filled with
promise and responsibility.

The 13 international aspi-
rants came from Belgium,
Canada, Germany, Spain and
across the United States,

IIt was dark on the eve-

from New York to San Diego.

Among them was a trio
from Hawai‘i, perhaps the
closest-knit of the group.
Seated side by side in new
robes, their heads shorn,
their soft setta sandals lined
up outside, they felt at once
nervous and calm, relieved
and eager about what lay
ahead.

The three men shared
much in common. All had
served as presidents of their
respective temples, and all
came from technology-relat-
ed fields, including two
trained in information man-
agement who had overseen
major projects at O‘ahu hos-
pitals.

Yet their paths to ordina-
tion began and unfolded in
markedly different ways.

SEE PAGE 6

White Way Radio's Success

What began as an experiment on a Japanese-language station
grew into a radio program bringing Jodo Shinsht Buddhism to
English-speaking listeners across Hawai‘i and beyond

BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
MANAGING EDITOR
KA LEO KAHEA

ifty years ago, radio
stations were going

through a tremendous

increase in popularity when
it came to talk shows and
musical programming.
Stations were experiment-
ing with niche programming
— targeting small audiences
with specific interests, what
was called narrow-casting as

Courtesy of Emma Kie

Rev. David Fujimoto, left, delivered the final program of 2025

assistant and sound technician Richard Oka.

With Deepest Gratitude for 50 Years

BY REV. DAVID FUJIMOTO
MO’ILIFILI HONGWANUJI
MISSION

or half a century, all of
Fyou have gathered to-

gether each Saturday
morning, one with the Dhar-
ma, with the aspiration to live
more meaningfully, a life of
appreciation and gratitude
embraced in the infinite light
of Amida Buddha.

Today, I humbly invite you
to reflect and celebrate with
us.

First and foremost, from
our heart to yours, thank you.

Whether you are a long-
time listener who remembers
our earliest days, or if this
happens to be your very first
time tuning in, you are an es-
sential part of this sangha,
this community of listeners
and seekers.

opposed to broadcasting.

In Hawai'i, at Mo'ili‘ili
Hongwanji, Reverend Thom-
as Okano, one of the first
ministers who strongly be-
lieved that delivering the
Dharma message in English
would help spread Jodo Shin-
shu’s message to a wider au-
dience, came up with a plan
to broadcast a short, weekly,
15-minute program to non-
Japanese speakers.

That project, “White Way
Radio,” named after the 1973
book, “The White Way” by
his father, Rev. Ryoshin
Okano, has broadcast thou-
sands of programs since
April 7,1975 from a small,
modest studio on the second
wanji’'s administrative offic-
es.

“I had a lot of help from
great people who volun-
teered to work on the pro-
grams from the start,” Rev.
Thomas Okano said, “includ-
ing my father (the late Rev.
Ryoshin Okano) who helped
work on the project after I
went to Lihue.”

Three months after White

Way Radio’s debut, Rev.
Thomas Okano spent the
SEE PAGE 7

Over the years, your quiet
presence, your thoughtful
feedback and your willing-
ness to join us — even if just
for a few moments each week
— have made all the differ-
ence.

So thank you for opening
your hearts to the Dharma
and for allowing us into your
lives each Saturday morning.

SEE PAGE 7
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Dignitaries, officials and friends of Lana'i Hongwanji gathered
to celebrate its 100th anniversary on Nov. 23

A Century of Faith on Lana’i

Lana’i Hongwanji marks its centennial with a commemorative
service honoring resilience, remembrance and renewal

ana’i Hongwanji Mis-
Lsion held its long-an-

ticipated  Centennial
Commemorative Service on
Nov. 23, attended by a small
but notable group of minis-
ters and sangha members
from three islands.

For the contingent from
Maui and O‘ahu — including
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani,
Rev. Shinkai Murakami, Rev.
Kerry Kiyohara and Honpa
Hongwanji ~ Mission of
Hawai‘i President Dr. War-
ren Tamamoto — the day be-
gan with a sunrise ferry
crossing from Maui’s
Ma‘alaea Harbor to Lana‘i’s

Manele Harbor.

Transported by shuttle,
guests from Kahului, Lahai-
na, Wailuku, Makawao and
O‘ahu temples arrived at the
stately white building front-
ing the entrance to Lana‘i
City that outwardly appears
unchanged after more than
100 years.

In December 1923, when
Rev. Yoshio Hino arrived on
Lana‘i to establish a Japanese
language school, Lana‘i City
was a “Model City,” known
for its colorful, well-kept
homes, tree-lined streets and
the lack of traffic. Pineapple
fields were being planted,

and Kaumalapau Harbor was
under construction.

Two years later, in July
1925, volunteers built a two-
story Buddhist temple and
the minister’s residence. At
the time, the Japanese com-
munity numbered about
1,000 — slightly less than
one-third of Lana‘{’s total
population of 3,500. The
temple sangha organized, a
Fujinkai (women’s group)
formed in 1926, a Young Bud-
dhist Association followed in
1932, and a Butsudan — now
housed in a small structure

SEE PAGE 6
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BY REV. TOSHIYUKI UMITANI
BISHOP, HONPA HONGWANUJI
MISSION OF HAWAIl

t a time when our
world feels increas-
ingly divided, many of

us find ourselves ask-
ing: Where is compassion
today?

News headlines often tell
stories of violence, exclu-
sion, and suffering. Walls —
both visible and invisible —
seem to separate people
from one another. We see a
tendency to include only
those who agree with us,
benefit us, or fit within fa-
miliar boundaries, while
others are ignored, disre-
garded, or even treated as
though their lives do not
matter.

In such times, Shinran
Shonin’s teaching offers us a
profound and deeply ground-
ing perspective on compas-
sion.

Shinran Shonin reminds
us that true compassion does
not begin with our own
strength, goodness, or moral
effort.

If compassion depended

Awakening to Compassion in Our Lives

solely on our intentions or
abilities, it would quickly
become limited, fragile, and
conditional. Instead, Shin-
ran Shonin taught us that
true compassion is nurtured
only when we awaken to a
compassion far greater than
our own — the boundless
compassion of Amida Bud-
dha.

Shinran Shonin once
wrote, “I do not have even a
little compassion.”

Shinran Shonin was not
denying kindness or concern
for others. Rather, he was
honestly acknowledging the
human condition — that our
compassion is easily distort-
ed by self-centeredness and
circumstances.

Our goodwill often de-
pends on who the other per-
son is, how they treat us, or
whether we feel comfortable
with them.

Yet, alongside this honest
self-reflection, Shinran Sho-
nin awakened to a liberating
truth: Even such a limited
and imperfect being is never
abandoned by Amida Bud-
dha.

Through his teacher, Ho-
nen Shonin, Shinran Shonin
learned that he was already
affirmed and embraced —
just as he was. Not because
he was virtuous, wise, or
compassionate, but simply
because he was a human be-
ing living with blind pas-
sions.

This realization brought

BISHOP'S CORNER

him deep joy and comfort.
He lamented his limitations,
yet rejoiced in the fact that
he was not excluded, not re-
jected, and not left behind. It
was precisely within this
warm embrace of Amida
Buddha that Shinran Shonin
experienced what it meant to
be truly “saved.”

This awareness has pro-
found meaning for how we
live our lives today.

When we awaken to the
reality that we are the primal
recipients of Great Compas-
sion, our perspective begins
to change. Before encounter-
ing this compassion, we may
feel as though we are walk-
ing alone on a dark and un-
certain path.

But upon awakening to
Amida Buddha’s compas-
sion, we realize that we are
walking together with oth-
ers, illuminated by a light
that never abandons us.

Compassion, then, is not
something we are com-
manded to practice or forced
to produce. It naturally
emerges from gratitude. Say-
ing Namo Amida Butsu is our
expression of appreciation
— thank you for embracing
me just as I am. From that
gratitude, we are gently nur-
tured to live with care, hu-
mility, and openness toward
others.

A story shared by Profes-

sor Taitetsu Unno beautifully
illustrates this working of
compassion.

He once told of a woman
who had been estranged
from her father for 15 years
due to a serious misunder-
standing. She had lived with
bitterness and resentment,
unaware that during all
those years, her father had
been asking about her every
week— about her health, her
life, and how she was doing.

When she finally learned
of her father’s compassion,
she was overwhelmed with
shame and gratitude. That
awakening not only restored
her relationship with her fa-
ther but also transformed
how she related to others,
returning to the world the
care and compassion she
herself had received.

In this story, compassion
was not created through ef-
fort or obligation. It emerged
when the woman became
aware that she had been
cared for all along.

Shinran  Shonin  ex-
pressed this same awareness
when he wrote, “Although
my eyes, blinded by pas-
sions, do not see the warm
light that embraces me,
great compassion never
tires, constantly casting light
upon me.”

Even when we are un-
aware, distracted, or over-
whelmed, compassion con-
tinues to work upon us.

When we look at our soci-

ety today, we may feel dis-
couraged by the lack of com-
passion we see around us.
Yet Shinran Shonin’s teach-
ing invites us to begin not
with despair, but with awak-
ening — awakening to the
compassion that already
sustains us. From that awak-
ening, we are nurtured to
see others’ suffering as our
own and to stand in solidarity
with those who are in need.

This does not mean that
we suddenly become perfect
or free from blind passions.
Rather, we live with greater
humility, knowing our limi-
tations, and with greater
tenderness, knowing that we
ourselves are embraced de-
spite them.

In this way, compassion
becomes not a heroic act,
but a way of being—rooted in
gratitude, shaped by humili-
ty, and expressed through
small, everyday encounters.
A listening ear, a gentle
word, a willingness to re-
main present with another’s
pain. These are the natural
expressions of gratitude in a
life touched by Great Com-
passion.

Especially in times of
turbulence and uncertainty,
may we continue to immerse
ourselves in the compassion
that flows within us. And
may that compassion quiet-
ly, steadily, and sincerely
manifest in our words, ac-
tions, and relationships.

Namo Amida Butsu

BY REV. BLAYNE NAKASONE
SAKATA

HONPA HONGWANJI HILO
BETSUIN

reetings, Ka Leo
Kahea readers. My
name is Blayne Naka-

sone Sakata, currently serv-
ing as an associate minister
at Honpa Hongwanji Hilo
Betsuin.

For those who don’t
know, I am originally from
O’ahu and lived most of my
youth out in Waipahu while
growing up in town. As you
can probably guess, there is
a big difference between life
on O’ahu versus here in Hilo.

Light Beneath the Dark Clouds

The major difference is ...
yes, the rain.

Having lived in Waipahu,
on the Leeward side of
O’ahu, rain was not some-
thing we dealt with regularly.
Instead we had to worry
about the scorching sun on
hot summer days and the dry
debris that could cause wild-
fires.

But now, living in Hilo,
those things don’t cross my
mind. Instead I worry about
my hair that has gel and hair-
spray, falling if it gets too
wet.

Oh what worldly attach-
ments still harbour my heart
and mind.

With all this rain and dark
clouds that surround my life
nowadays, it has illuminated
a teaching of Shinran Shonin
that I have come to treasure.

This teaching of Shinran
Shonin comes from his Shos-
hinge, which we can see a
translation from in “The Col-
lected Works of Shinran.”

“The light of compassion
that grasps us illumines and
protects us always;

MINISTER'S MESSAGE

“The darkness of our igno-
rance is already broken
through;

“Still the clouds and mists
of greed and desire, anger and
hatred,

“Cover as always the sky of
true and real shinjin.

“But though the light of the
sun is veiled by clouds and
mists,

“Beneath the clouds and
mists there is brightness, not
dark.”

While living in Hilo, I
have come to appreciate this
teaching by Shinran Shonin,
this truth that he understood
centuries ago.

Truly, we who have al-
ways been in the embrace of
Amida Buddha cannot al-
ways recognize this truth be-
cause of the lives that we live
and the nature of who we
are.

In our lives, we all have
things to do, places to go and
people to see.

We also have our human

emotions that keep our
minds busy. There is so
much going on in on our
lives externally and inter-
nally that in your daily life,
how often do you recognize
the light of compassion that
is illuminating your life?
Once a day is nice, what
about 24/7? That is a little
harder, but the Nembutsu
reminds us that that is okay.
These things are the
clouds that are within our
hearts, that is blocking us
from seeing the blue skies of
“true and real shinjin.”
While the light of Amida
Buddha is shining down
upon us with clouds blocking
our view, Shinran Shonin re-
minds us that “beneath the
clouds,” it is bright and not
dark for it is never dark
when we entrust in the
Boundless Wisdom and Com-
passion of Amida Buddha.
When we come to entrust,
even in the darkness of
times, the darkest of days,
the light of the Nembutsu
shines bright.
It is like dark cloudy days

in Hilo, that while it is darker
than usual, the sunlight is
still so bright that we can tell
it is day time. The Nembutsu
works in the same way.

The light of the Nembutsu
is so bright that no matter
how dark and cloudy our
hearts and minds may be,
Boundless Wisdom and Com-
passion ceaselessly illumi-
nates our lives.

This current understand-
ing of Shinran Shonin’s
teaching could not have been
possible without the rainy
days that we often get here in
Hilo and so for that, I am
grateful to Hilo as the Nem-
butsu comes flowing out in
gratitude.

So who is to say that
sometimes a change of pace
isn’t good for you?

While I still worry about
my hair on rainy days, being
one of the many blind pas-
sions that I hold on to, I
know that I don’t walk this
life alone, but one in the
great embrace of the Name,
Namo Amida Butsu.

Namo Amida Butsu

Known for Her Leadership, Not Art Skills — Until Now, Finally

When the Office of Buddhist Education an-
nounced 2026’s poster contest winners,
Kona Hongwanji’s Linda Nagai got a surprise

BY GAIL S. TAGASHIRA
MANAGING EDITOR
KA LEO KAHEA

hen the first email
arrived announc-
ing winners of the

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawai’i’s 2026 statewide
poster contest, Linda Nagai
assumed it had been sent to
her in error.

As someone known for
strong organizational skills
rather than artistic tenden-

cies, she scanned the mes-
sage and thought it must be a
mistake.

Her first reaction was,
“Huh? Why am I getting
this?” she said.

After reading it over, she
came to her name and
thought, “Really? My reac-
tion was, ‘Are you sure you
have the right person?’ I read
the list twice just to be sure.
Then it finally hit me. Ohhh,
yeah. I did send something
in,” she said.

Follow-up emails con-
firmed it: Linda Nagai really
won Honpa Hongwanji Mis-
sion of Hawaii’s state poster

contest with her entry de-
picting a pair of hands cra-
dling a plumeria in bloom
with three small buds and
the words — “Nurturing
Nembutsu Sharing Grati-
tude” across the top and
“Nourished in the Nembutsu
Blossoming in Gratitude” on
the bottom.

“I had never entered a
poster contest before, but
when I read about this one
and its theme, I thought:
Maybe I could write a Dhar-
ma talk around this theme,”
she said. “If I did, how could
I explain it visually?”

Currently the president of
Kona Hongwanji temple and
a Minister’'s Lay Assistant,

Ms. Nagai conducts Sunday
Services whenever Resident
Minister Blayne Higa is
away, and often delivers
Dharma Messages even when
he is present.

In December of 2023, she
received her Tokudo ordina-
tion and is currently working
on her Master’s degree in
Jodo Shinshu Studies through
the Institute of Buddhist
Studies online program. She
is currently on the fifth of
her eight required courses.

“My goal is to deepen my
knowledge and understand-
ing of Jodo Shinshu as well as
learning about Shinran Sho-

SEE PAGE 3
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BY DR. WARREN TAMAMOTO
PRESIDENT, HONPA HONGWANJI
MISSION OF HAWAI‘I

loha kakou! I hope that you
are well.
This is my last message to

you as President of the Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawai'i.

As T explained in a previous let-
ter, our Hawaii Kyodan Bylaws
specifies term limits for the Office of
President and the last of my three
2-year terms ended with the close of
our Legislative Assembly in Febru-
ary 2026.

This is a good thing for Hawai‘i
Kyodan and for myself. It “forces”
Hawai‘i Kyodan to look for and de-
velop new leaders while allowing me
(as ex-President) a break from the
duties and responsibilities of Presi-
dent.

Itis not a “goodbye,” as I recently
explained to members at one com-

A Hui Hou, Until We Meet Again

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

mittee meeting. I plan to remain ac-
tive on the Kyodan Board of Direc-
tors as Immediate Past President
and perhaps on a few Hawai‘i Kyo-
dan committees as well.

I look forward to seeing many of
you in the future via Zoom or in per-
son at various activities.

Serving as your president has
been a wonderful life experience for
me. Remember, my presidency
started in February 2020 and a month
later, we were shut down by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. It was a difficult
time for everyone, but especially for
healthcare professionals and first
responders.

Let us remember to express our
gratitude to our first responders and
healthcare professionals who risked
their own lives while containing the
pandemic. We, the Hawai‘i Kyodan,
responded to the challenge in the
most positive way possible.

I am grateful to all of you for
helping our temples survive and
thrive through the pandemic.

My granddaughter was born in
April 2020, just a month into the Co-
vid-19 pandemic. It was fortuitous
that I had retired in February 2020
and I was able to help with babysit-

ting duties while adjusting to the Of-
fice of President.

I'm not sure which was the more
challenging responsibility — baby-
sitting an infant or being President
of HHMH! Granddaughter is now a
healthy and happy kindergartener
— thankfully.

My knowledge of and apprecia-
tion for Jodo Shinshu Buddhism over
the past six years has increased sim-
ply by being attentive and listening
— in temple service, at Zoom and in-
person meetings, and by reading
Dharma messages written by our
teachers.

I am aware that I have experi-
enced many “Nembutsu Moments”
throughout my lifetime. My life is
richer because I have had the chance
to interact with so many of you.

Namo Amida Butsu.

Of course, one side benefit of this
presidency is that I have had a lot of
chances to share information about
myself (my favorite topic). My child-
hood, family, education, profession
and life experiences.

You know about my struggles
with my bonbu nature. I've shared
my struggles with golf (ongoing). I
know with certainty that the prob-
lem is my ego, but I can’t get past it!
Thank you, Master Shinran for
showing us the way.

Over the past six years, I have
made Dharma friends across our
state, nationally and internationally.
I treasure these relationships and
hope that our paths will cross again
and again.

Finally, I would like to express
my deep appreciation to every mem-
ber of our sangha including our
community friends, for assisting in
our mission to “share the living
teachings of Jodo Shinshu Buddhism
so that all people can have lives of
harmony, peace and gratitude.”

Your dedication, creativity and
determination in sharing the Nem-
butsu teachings makes a difference
in our world. Trying to make this
world alittle better is the reason that
I will continue to support Honpa
Hongwanji Mission of Hawai’i.

I hope that you will enjoy peace
and happiness!

A hui hou! See you on the jour-
ney.

In Amida’s warming, assuring light
— in this light, yes, you will walk on.

“To My Daughters”
Lyrics Ryuuji Yonemura,
music by Kouichi Iwashiro

With Gassho,

Warren Tamamoto

Immediate Past President

Honpa Hongwanji Mission of

Hawai’i

Y.E.S.S. Camp’s Episode 42 — the Dharma Awakens

After more than 30 years, the three-day camp returns to Hawai‘i Island, bringing young

people together for Dharma awareness, service, leadership — and fun

far away — Kealakekua on
Hawai‘i Island, to be exact
— Young Enthusiastic Shinshu
Seekers will gather for the
42nd Y.E.S.S. Camp on April
3-5, guided by five goals.
Participants will build
friendships and alliances,
deepen their understanding
of the Dharma, explore the
grounds of Kona Hongwanji
Buddhist Temple, restore bal-
ance in their lives, and devel-
op leadership, communica-
tion and teamwork skills
through shared activities.
Open to young people be-
tween the ages of 13 to 23,
Y.E.S.S. Camp will be return-
ing to Hawai‘i Island for the
first time in more than 30

I n 2026, in a galaxy not too

years. The decision follows a
growing number of partici-
pants traveling from the Big
Island to O’ahu to take part in
the camp.

Serving as the Jedi Master
will be Reverend Blayne Higa,
resident minister of Kona
Hongwanji, who will lead
participants — described in
the camp’s “Star Wars” in-
spired theme as Padawans, or
trainees — in a supportive en-
vironment that fosters friend-
ship, lifelong connections,
self-reflection and self-ex-
pression.

Over three days, campers
will take part in field games
and group challenges, engage
in a community service proj-
ect, learn about the Dharma,

and reflect on Rev. Higa’s
message about finding one’s
voice during these turbulent
times.

“This year’s Y.E.S.S. Camp
is special,” Pearl City Hong-
wanji’s Kenji Suzuki said. “We
are focusing on a theme of
resilience through the lens of
the ‘Star Wars’ rebellion.

“What better way to do
that than by hosting our first
camp on the Big Island in 30
years? It's only been three
years since returning from
the pandemic.”

One of three chairpersons,
Suzuki believes the reason
volunteers work so hard to
put together the program is
that they hope to recreate
some of the same memories,

connections and lessons they
first experienced as youth for
the young people of today.

“We plan a weekend filled
with activities from field
games to campfire, from
bonding exercises to an out-
door movie night and so much
more,” he said.

Funded by Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawai’i, the
event relies on more than a
dozen volunteers to coordi-
nate logistics.

Registration is open at ti-
nyurl.com/yesscamp42

Deadlines to register are
March 10 at a special rate of
$60 for first-timers; $90 for
returnees, and March 25 is
the final day for $120.

—Gail S. Tagashira

Courtesy of Y.E.S.S. Camp Staff
At last year's Y.E.S.S. Camp

at Camp Erdman near

east O'ahu’s Kaena Point,
participants cleared a hiking
trail of invasive plants as part
of their community service
project.

BSC Spring Festival to Focus on Families Across Generations

“Appreciating Our Oha-
na,” a program of intergen-
erational activities for the
whole family, is set for April
18 at Buddhist Study Center
from 9:30 a.m to 2 p.m.

The second BSC Spring
Festival will feature work-
shops, entertainment, games
and activities on the BSC
buildings at 1436 University
Ave.

Family is the focus of the
event, in particular the shar-
ing of ideas and activities
parents may use to connect
with their children.

A variety of workshops
are scheduled including
“Sharing Heart to Heart,”
Terry Arakaki’'s interactive
session where participants
focus on thoughts of grati-
tude; “Chair Yoga” with Roy
Arakaki from the Body &
Brain fitness center; “Read to
Me,” with Penny Atcheson
who will share how parents
and children may improve
working together, and “Grati-
tude Chain,” an interactive
session on how to recognize
connectivity in our lives,
conducted by Marcie Moribe.

Food booths will include
those from Jikoen Hongwan-

ji, Honpa Hongwanji Hawai'i
Betsuin and Oahu District
Buddhist Women’s Associa-
tion.

Musicians, dancers and
singers will be featured
throughout the day, includ-
ing shakuhachi and koto mu-
sicians, taiko and folk singers
from Pacific Buddhist Acade-
my and dancers from the

from community organiza-
tions will be on hand to an-
swer questions ranging from
dealing with life’s daily chal-
lenges to keeping fit at any
age.

Scheduled to take part
will be representatives from
Samaritan Counseling Cen-
ter, the American Foundation
for Suicide Prevention Ha-

Bookstore and Project Dana.

The Spring Festival is
open to the public without
charge.

Parking will be available
at the UH Manoa lower cam-
pus structure.

Availability of parking at
the Music Building will de-
pend on the concert schedule
and will be confirmed closer

community. waii, PBA, the Honpa Hong- to the event date.
Informational  displays wanji Mission of Hawai’i —Carolyn Uchiyama
attend the University of month’s State Conference on
POSter Hawai'i. March 28-29 and the World

Contest

Continued from Page 2

nin and his teachings, relat-
ing them to myself and the
world around me,” she said.

Born and raised in Kona,
she was surrounded by the
Nembutsu since childhood,
often meeting ministers who
gathered at the Nagai family
home for meetings and re-
treats.

When she was 15, the
family moved to Los Angeles
where she lived for seven
years until she returned to

After graduation, her ca-
reer path veered off into
many directions, first as a
medical secretary, then a
travel agent, followed by
managerial and sales posi-
tions in the airline and hotel
industries.

“People don’t usually as-
sociate me with art or pho-
tography, but I love to cre-
ate,” she said.

As the former Buddhist
Women’s Association Feder-
ation president, Ms. Nagai
guided the state organization
through some challenging
years and now as the BWA
turns it attention to this

Convention in 2027, her ar-
tistic skills may be called
upon again.

Her winning entry will be
duplicated and available to
post at all Hawai'i temples,
Hongwanji Mission School,
Pacific Buddhist Academy
and Buddhist Study Center as
well as featured in publica-
tions.

Other winning entries
were: Aiko Nakashima of
Hongwanji Mission School,
second place; Madelyn Ma-
satomi of HMS, third place;
Rick Tabor, Hawai’i Betsuin,
fourth place, and Isla Ige of
HMS, fifth place.
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PBA’s ‘Lighting Our Way’ Banquet: The Past Lights Up the Future

BY JOSH HERNANDEZ MORSE
HEAD OF SCHOOL

acific Buddhist Acade-
P my and the Kahala Ho-

tel and Resort hosted
the 18th annual “Lighting
Our Way” Banquet on Nov.
14, an unforgettable culmi-
nation of months of plan-
ning, imagination, rehears-
als, interviews, writing,
revising and a 90-minute
evening of supper, gratitude,
entertainment and kinship.

In attendance to celebrate
the important community
contributions of Women
Speaking Out, Dr. Amy Ag-
bayani, Dr. Glenn Miyataki,
the late Dr. Ko Miyataki, and
Leigh-Ann  Miyasato and
Hoyt Zia were 21 previ-
ous honorees.

The legacy of past honor-
ees weaves into the future.

In addition to PBA alumni
and alumni parents in atten-
dance, 24 PBA seniors met
with the honorees to learn
more about what motivated
them in their lives and ca-
reers and work.

The stories of the honor-
ees and the work that they do
in the community will persist
with the seniors long into the
future.

Much as the teachers
might hope that their class-

Courtesy of Megan Lee

The distinguished honorees at Pacific Buddhist Academy'’s
2025 “Lighting Our Way" banquet were, from left, Juliet Lighter-
Kamm, founder of Women Speaking Out, Dr. Amy Agbayani,
Leigh-Ann Miyasato, Dr. Glenn Miyataki and Hoyt Zia.

room lessons influence their
students, we know from long
experience that PBA students
best remember the experi-
ences that go beyond the
classroom, the field trips,
sports teams, taiko festivals,
“Soran Bushi” training, and
the time they spent with the
honorees and tributes pre-
pared for them at the ban-
quet.

I am mindful of the Bud-
dhist principle of imperma-
nence. I value its lesson, that
we must work to treasure
each  unrepeatable mo-
ment. But no single moment
exists in isolation.

Just as this year’s honor-
ees were joined by an assem-

bly of previous honorees,
and the nearly 400 other
guests, students, and staff
who gathered together in the
Maile Ballroom, so too, were
we joined by the achieve-
ments and efforts and ener-
gies of those we honored.

Present at the Banquet
were the many young people
Juliet Lighter-Kamm and the
staff of Women Speaking Out
have benefited through their
work to prevent dating vio-
lence.

There that night was the
countless Filipino and many
other immigrant students
and families touched by the
advocacy work of Dr. Amy
Agbayani.

Called forth during Dr.
Glenn Miyataki’s acceptance
speech was the spirit of his
wife Ko and their decades of
work to build the business
and healing networks from
the Japan-America Institute
of Management Science and
Rehab Hospital of the Pacific.

And Leigh-Ann Miyasato
and Hoyt Zia, in their
speeches, recognized the
founders of PBA, including
Leigh-Ann’s late father Dr.
Albert Miyasato, and the civil
rights work that she and
Hoyt did in their amazing le-
gal careers.

There is an interdepen-
dent chain of being connect-
ing us in the present - you
and me, dear reader - and it
also connects us, in powerful
moments of ritualized to-
getherness, to our past ac-
tions and future possibilities.

As an educational institu-
tion, part of our job is to
teach our students how to at-
tend to specific moments.

At PBA, we teach students
principles of mindfulness
and reflection, we teach
them the value and kinds of
relationships, we teach them
to communicate effectively
and to listen deeply. We edu-
cate them in the academ-
ic disciplines also, of course,
and we do it very well.

But I am fond of the learn-
ing that takes place in the
moment seniors Ilan Ampu-
dia and Maya Kamaura take
the stage to introduce Leigh-
Ann and Hoyt, or when se-
nior Maya Galvez sings the
lyrics to “Kiss the Rain” in
tribute to the relationship
between Ko and her husband

Glenn.
Those signal mo-
ments weave us in their

spells, as it were, and call us
back to our purpose of mak-
ing our communities more
harmonious and peaceful.

The “Lighting Our Way”
banquetis not only a celebra-
tion of past accomplish-
ments, but also an invitation
to carry them forward. The
evening reminded us that
education does not end at the
classroom door, nor does
community work end with
applause.

It lives on in the relation-
ships we build, the stories we
remember and the choices
we make after the lights dim
and the tables are cleared.

If the work of the honor-
ees lit the way for those
gathered in the Maile Ball-
room, then the hope is that
those students and guests
now carry that light outward,
into the many communities
they call home.

Caring for the Mind as We Age, Learn and Connect

“Brain Health” was the
topic of Gina Plummer’s key-
note speech at Kaua'i United
Hongwanji Buddhist Wom-
en’s Association fall confer-
ence on October 26.

Held at Lihu’e Hongwanji,
the program drew members
from all three Hongwanji
temples on Kaua'i.

After a morning service,
Ms. Plummer delivered an
informative presentation on
Alzheimer’s, dementia, the
signs and symptoms of both
and current research includ-
ing preventative measures.

One of the program man-
agers for the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation Aloha Chapter, Ms.
Plummer oversees volunteer

Courtesy of Rev. Tomo Hojo

Members of Kauai United's BWA are all smiles as they enjoy a
game of dominoes after their keynote speaker and lunch in the
Lthu'e Hongwaniji Social Hall. From left, Lynette Mizuo, Marian
Ogata, Karen Nishioto and Gladys Fujiuchi.

engagement, community ed-

ucation and strategic out-

reach to thousands of fami-
lies and caregivers statewide.
Her holistic approach to
life and community with an
emphasis on making connec-
tions, wellness and lifelong
learning, coincides with her
work toward emphasizing
quality of life for kupuna.
Following a healthy lunch
and fellowship, the after-
noon opened with activities
to stimulate the participants’
brains, including the game
Pictionary, dominoes, “Left-
Right-Center” and mahjong.
Rev. Shawn Yagi of Lihu’e
Hongwanji and West Kaua'i’s
Rev. Tomo Hojo also took
part in the games as players
learned to apply new skills.

Courtesy of Carol Valentine
Gina Plummer of the
Alzheimer's Association Aloha
Chapter addressed Kaua'i
United Hongwaniji Buddhist
Women's Association on brain
health at Lthu'e Hongwaniji.

Rebalancing Our Human and Spiritual Sides

Each fall, as hundreds of temple volunteers throughout the
state take part in the osusuharai (year-end cleaning), a few mem-
bers on Maui still long for the days when they might return to

their own hondo.

The Maui wildfires on Aug. 8, 2023 disrupted countless num-
bers of lives, killed 102 people and displaced thousands of Valley
Isle residents including many members of the Lahaina Hongwanji
who are still finding their way more than two years later.

For those fortunate enough to remain on Maui either by stay-
ing with relatives or finding temporary shelter, many have found
solace at either Wailuku, Kahului or Makawao temples.

Among those embraced by welcoming arms at Makawao Hon-
gwanji was Carol Inaba, who took part in her first omigaki, or
“honorific polishing” with the encouragement of Rev. Kerry Kiyo-

hara.

At Makawao, omigaki was a special, heart-warming learning
experience for Mrs. Inaba at what is now, temporarily, her

“home” temple.

In a message to members, Rev. Kiyohara explained the signifi-
cance of omigaki and put the experience into perspective:

BY REV. KERRY KIYOHARA
MAKAWAO HONGWANUJI
MISSION

migaki is the rare oc-
casion when layper-
sons are allowed into

the naijin or “inner space” of
the altar.

The gejin or “outer space”
is where laypersons normal-
ly sit to hear the Dharma.

Usually only ordained
priests, properly dressed in
robes and vestments, are al-
lowed in the naijin which
represents the Pure Land of

Amida and thus must be en-
tered with respect and rever-
ence.

In Japan and during the
plantation days in Hawai’i,
omigaki was traditionally led
by the bomori or “temple
guardian,”  usually the
spouse of the temple’s chief
priest and especially in
Hawai’i, it was the domain of
the ladies of the Buddhist
Women’s Association.

Sharon Nagoshi, director
of Buddhist Education, re-
calls being “on the outside
looking in” as senior ladies

of the BWA engaged in
omigaki back in the day when
Sharon was a young adult.

Today, she’s one of the
ladies allowed to take part in
omigaki after Sharon and my
wife, Mimy, restarted the
tradition in 2022.

The action and attitude of
omigaki, the respectful “pol-
ishing” of the adornments on
the altar of Amida Buddha,
helps us to see beyond the
mundane act of cleaning and
polishing metal objects, and
this shift in perspective em-
powers us to experience
something that is beyond
“us” as human beings.

Carol Inaba will never
look at any altar to Amida in
the same way now because
she’s become more aware of
the meaning of the pieces as
a whole.

“Thank you for having me
take part in omigaki,” she
said. “Being my first time, I
learned new things and the
meaning of the altar adorn-
ments. Now everything looks
so shiny!”

Carol polished the tsuri
toro, or “hanging lantern,”
which is said to have been
inspired by the lantern cre-
ated by Shakyamuni Buddha
to help light the way of

Courtesy of Rev. Kerry Kiyohara

Carol Inaba, formerly of Lahaina Hongwaniji holds a clean,
shiny tsuri toro or “hanging lantern” after taking part in her first
omigaki at Makawao Hongwaniji. “I learned new things about
the meaning of the altar adornments,” she said.

monks walking at night, to
keep them from injuring or
killing any crawling insects.

Ahimsa, or “no harm,” is
the first precept of a Bud-
dhist monk aspiring to awak-
ening to reality-as-it-is.

The kiku rinté or “chry-
santhemum circular lantern”

in the photo in the back-
ground is specific to Hong-
wanji tradition and repre-
sents the interconnected
Oneness of All Life in Amida.

In the Hongwanji tradi-
tion, when we experience

SEE PAGE 5
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Courtesy of Jean Heselden

Courtesy of Vincent Guzman

After intense planning, advice from Scout leaders and help from
fellow Troop 18 buddies, King Kekaulike High School senior
Vincent Guzman completed his Eagle Scout project on the

Makawao Hongwaniji grounds.

BY SHARON HIGUCHI
MAKAWAO HONGWANUJI

or decades, Makawao
FHongwanji Buddhist

Temple has benefited
from Eagle Scout projects by
Boy Scout Troop 18.

As the temple’s facilities
have aged, MHBT often re-
lied on paid help for repairs
and maintenance. Fortu-
nately, with its Scouting pro-
gram thriving, the temple
has continued to benefit
from Scouts’ projects around
the grounds.

Then last fall, King
Kekaulike High School se-
nior Vincent Guzman pro-

Courtesy of Vincent Guzman

Courtesy of Vincent Guzman

Courtesy of Jean Heselden

From left, the recycling area before; leveling out the area with soil are Makoa Kapuniai, left, Nevin
Wehner, Jordan Purdy and Brevan Nishimitsu; Elias de Jesus in the bandana, and Parker
Kaho'ohanohano shovel gravel for the top; Nevin Wehner cuts wire for the new bins, and finally,

the completed project.

Caring for Mother Earth

Eagle Scout candidate Vincent Guzman took on a project to improve recycling at Makawao Hongwanji

posed a challenging Eagle
Scout project to improve the
temple’s recycling area, lo-
cated between the carport of
the George Ito Hall/Dana
House and the shipping con-
tainer.

His plan involved clear-
ing out the area, leveling the
ground, installing an under-
layment and gravel, then il-
luminating the space with
solar-powered floodlights.

The project also included
new recycling bins with im-
proved labeling and signage.

The MHBT Council ap-
proved the project in Sep-
tember, plans went into high
gear, and within two months,

Planet vs.

Plastics

Earth Day 2026, observed
on April 22, will focus on
plastic pollution, one of
today’'s most pressing
challenges.

With the theme, “Our
Power, Our Planet,” the
global movement founded
in 1970 brings together
local, state, national and
worldwide volunteers for
activities such as tree
planting, beach cleanups
and recycling projects.

it was completed.

With the rising cost of
construction materials,
Scouts sought donations to
complete their projects. Giv-
en the scope and purpose of
this one — enhancing both
the Scouting program and
the temple’s facilities — tem-
ple members were invited to
support it and they came
through, raising more than
the $800 needed.

“I believe that recycling
and clean energy is an essen-
tial step toward maintaining
the health of the earth,” Vin-
centsaid. “At King Kekaulike,
seniors are required to com-
plete a project that involves
creating a product (in my

case, the recycling area), or
researching and job-shadow-
ing or interning for a particu-
lar career.

“The project (had to) be
something new to us, not
something we already have
experience in.”

Scoutmaster Lorin Kosa-
ka recruited veteran temple
Repair and Maintenance
committee member Calvin
Higuchi, a former Eagle
Scout himself, to mentor
Vincent throughout the proj-
ect.

It was completed months
before Vincent’s 18th birth-
day, making him eligible to
earn his Eagle Scout badge.

Friendships Began at the
Young Adults Retreat

Participants from Hawai‘i and Japan ex-
plore how Buddhism can guide their lives

BY JENNA TAKARA
MEMBER, MILILANI
HONGWANJI

ver the Labor Day
weekend, 22 young
people between 18-

and 30-years old gathered in
Honolulu to take part in
Young Adults Retreat, spon-
sored by Honpa Hongwanji
Mission of Hawai'i.

Eleven members from
Hawai’i and 11 from Ryu-
koku University in Kyoto,
Japan bonded with each
other over two days while
seeking answers to how
Buddhism can bring light to
their lives in work, college
and their personal lives.

“Ask Me Anything” was
the theme of the event which
featured guest speaker Rev-
erend Blayne Nakasone
Sakata, associate minister of
Honpa Hongwanji Hilo Bet-
suin, an “under 30-year old”
himself, who, while no sub-
ject was off limits, focused
on three areas:

First, “listening” com-
pared to “hearing” the
teachings of the Dharma;
second, the purpose and
importance of a temple, and
third, the “Japanese” aspect
of Jodo Shinshu, specifically
the chanting in English
compared to the Sino-Japa-
nese.

“One thing I wanted to
get across is that we are only
here because we have a
temple,” Rev. Nakasone
Sakata said. “A temple pro-
vides the space for us to
gather, and this is a space
for all of us, welcoming us
with open arms just as we
are.”

The subject of Hongwanji
services being too “Japa-
nese,” and the choice of
whether or not to chant in
English or “Japanese” was
discussed, particularly how
difficult it is to memorize
the words.

“I keep putting the word
Japanese in quotations be-
cause we do not chant in

Courtesy of Emi Hashi

Participants and advisors from Hawai'i and Japan gathered in Honolulu for the Young Adults
Retreat with guest speaker Rev. Blayne Nakasone Sakata of Hilo Betsuin, center.

Japanese, the words are in
Sino-Japanese, not the stan-
dard Japanese that is spoken
today,” Rev. Nakasone Saka-
ta said.

“The chants we do, the
manner we do them, come
from a heart of gratitude,
it's a way we show our ap-
preciation and gratitude for
the teachings that have been
passed down.”

The experience was
great, he said, even with 11
exchange students, who
may have been challenged
by the language barrier.

Not so for Ichiro Kajiya-

ma, 19, from Kyoto and
Yurika Noda, 22, from Osaka
who reflected on their expe-
riences in the program.
“The happiest thing for
me was making friends in
Hawaii,” Yurika said. “It
was fun to talk about anime,
learning more English and
sharing cultural interests. It
was a special experience I
could only have in Hawai’i.”
Ichiro’s most memorable
experience was attending
Sunday service at Honpa
Hongwanji Hawai’i Betsuin.
“I had never attended a
Sunday service before and

hadn’t known about it,” he
said. “I thought it was a
unique mixture of Japanese
and American cultures.”

During the program, par-
ticipants visited the
Makap’uu Lighthouse Trail,
took part in a workshop,
Dharma discussions, played
games and hiked Manoa
Falls after service at Moi‘li‘lii
Hongwanji.

The Young Adults Retreat
is aimed at graduates of
YESS camp (Young Enthusi-
astic  Shinshu  Seekers)
searching for a deeper un-
derstanding of Buddhism.

Omigaki
Continued from Page 4

the mundane details of life
becoming part of a wondrous
whole, we experience spiri-
tual reconnection, a Oneness
we call Amida, the Buddha of
Immeasurable Life and Un-
hindered Light.

In Japanese, this is called
tariki, the “Other Power” of
Amida working in our unre-
peatable lives, connecting us
with people in our lives right
now, and reconnecting us
with the timeless, the divi-
sion, the reality-beyond-hu-

man-perception that is Ami-
da.

In the reality we can per-
ceive, we know that oxida-
tion causes metal to corrode
over time.

The  wonderful cool
breezes coming down the
slopes of Haleakala also blow
plenty of dust into the temple
hall. Even the tiniest finger-
print collects dust.

Geckos love to climb on
everything. And  Sensei
bumps into the lanterns all
the time. The shiny metal
becomes tarnished and looks
dingy.

Omigaki only requires or-
dinary people, just as they

are, coming together as a
sangha, a temple communi-
ty, to make that transforma-
tion through a shared effort,
to make the adornments for
the altar shine like new!

Makawao Hongwanji is a
special place for “polishing,”
recentering and rebalancing
our spiritual and human
sides.

In quiet reflection, we
can see that we are all cov-
ered in the dust and debris of
this world of human confu-
sion and delusion.

Emotionally, we are all
wound up, depressed and
anxious by a constant bar-
rage of “news” about divisive

politics, natural disasters
and man-made disasters like
war.

On top of that, too many
calls and messages from
scammers trying to steal our
money and the very real and
inevitable aging of our minds
and bodies.

Buddhism speaks to dif-
ferent people in different
ways.

Temples and sangha com-
munities provide the time,
place and occasion for “hon-
orific polishing.”

Our Hongwanji is a place
of connection, reconnection
and “honorific polishing” of
our human and spiritual

selves when we think, say
and do Namo Amida Butsu
together as a community of
communities, as a temple
sangha.

The true power of Namo
Amida Butsu is found in the
sangha temple community of
communities that make Hon-
gwanji a special place for ev-
eryone.

Together, we can find a
way on the Path of Nembut-
su, the everyday practice of
cultivating Awareness of Self
and Mindfulness of Amida
working in this unrepeatable
life.

Namo Amida Butsu!



6 KA LEO KAHEA |

MARCH 2026

Tokudo

Continued from Page 1

That night, Dexter Mar,
Rodney Moriyama and Ray-
mond Takiue Jr. received
their Tokudo ordination, a
milestone reached after
years of preparation, strug-
gle and discernment.

Dexter Mar

orn in Canton in 1949,

Dexter and his family
left China to escape the ad-
vancing Communist regime,
arriving in New York City
where he lived until he was
4.

The Mar family moved to
San Leandro in the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area, in a home
with  Methodist/Protestant
principles.

After high school, he re-
turned to New York to attend
college, earning a bachelor’s
degree in Pharmacy, then a
doctorate in Clinical Phar-
macy, later studying market-
ing and “Medical Informat-
ics.”

He met his wife-to-be, the
former Faye Fujisaki, who
grew up in Kaimuki and was
living her dream career in
New York, dancing and per-
forming on Broadway.

In 1990, the couple moved
back to Hawai’i where Dex-
ter was later part of the clini-
cal information systems
team at Kaiser Permanente
when Hawai’i hospitals were
jointly developing programs
to access and store medical
records.

In 2012, at the age of 60,
Dexter became a Minister’s
Lay Assistant, hoping to bet-
ter understand the teachings
and doctrinal rituals of Shin
Buddhism and wanting to
help Honpa Hongwanji
Hawai’i Betsuin.

His commitment to pur-
sue his Tokudo ordination
began in earnest after Faye
Mar passed away on Oct. 3,
2024, the same day that
Bishop Toshiyuki Umitani
sent an email about a possi-
ble Tokudo shurai, or train-
ing, in Kyoto, scheduled in
October, 2025.

“My motivation was to
honor Faye’s commitment to
the Hongwanji Shin Bud-
dhist path, continuing for-
ward across the ‘two rivers’
and to heal my grieving
heart,” Dexter said.

In March and June of
2025, he attended four Bud-
dhist Churches of America
two-night training sessions
where he met 10 fellow aspi-
rants, followed by training
in Hawaii from April
through August, working
regularly with Hawai’i min-
isters.

Were the pre-Tokudo
training sessions necessary?
Absolutely, he said.

“As a 76-year-old non-
Japanese speaker/reader,
non-singer/chanter, I had
major disadvantages to over-
come,” he said. “I found a
voice coach to teach me the
basics of pitch, pace, breath,

pronunciation and rhythm
control.”

By mid-September, he
transformed into an eager
Tokudo candidate — arriving
early and staying a week af-
ter his ordination, the lon-
gest of all three candidates.

“The 11-days of training
began at 5:50 a.m. with roll
call, followed by chores in-
cluding scrubbing toilets,
vacuuming corridors and
classrooms, sweeping and
dusting the main temple
decks and stairs,” he said.

“Meals were nourishing
that needed to be eaten in 10
minutes in silence as a group
— followed by morning
classes then afternoon class-
es and another facility
cleanup.

“The entire schedule was
a carefully orchestrated
training of mind and body to
create an atmosphere and
attitude of sacred responsi-
bility to become a Hongwanji
Shin Buddhist priest,” Mar
said.

“The awareness of repre-
senting our 800-year-old tra-
dition and our mission to
learn and share the teach-
ings was reinforced con-
stantly.

“To perform rituals under
pressure with composure,
precision and polish were
scrutinized by strict, expert
instructors who taught with
kindness and understand-
ing.
“The shurai seemed a
perfect balance of intense
ritual, doctrinal, mundane,
sacred, historical and tran-
scendent moments.

“This was a powerful,
profound and memorable
experience that I hope other
Hawai’i Hongwanji Shin fel-
low travelers have the op-
portunity to go through
someday.”

Rodney Moriyama

rowing up in Wahiawa

when it was still a small
country town, Rod Moriyama
never imagined he would
one day become a Buddhist
priest, despite a solid back-
ground in Buddhism.

His family took the chil-
dren to church every Sun-
day. Young Rod attended
Sunday School, participated
in Jr. YBA, and eventually

taught sixth graders the
Dharma.
After high school, he

earned degrees in Engineer-
ing and Business and served
as an Army officer during
the Vietnam era in Germany.
He didn’t attend church reg-
ularly and focused on his ca-
reer.

He did get married at
Wahiawa Hongwanji to his
wife, Cheryl, 54 years ago,
returning to Germany for a
week.

Starting as a systems en-
gineer at IBM, he worked his
way up the corporate ladder,
held management positions
and was assigned to Japan
for two and a half years with
his young family.

“Japanis a country deeply
rooted in Shinto and Bud-

Courtesy of Hongwanji Press

Hawai'i's three newly-ordained Tokudo ministers, from left:
Raymond Takiue Jr,, Rodney Moriyama and Dexter Mar, at the
Nishiyama Betsuin temple. “We were getting ready to return

to the 'outside world' after everything was finished,” Moriyama
said. “This is why we look so happy. Up until that time, we were

very tense!”

dhist values. It is a way of
life centered on morality
and discipline. It is a country
with massive population
centers and a mass transit
system second to none,” he
said.

“Living in such an envi-
ronment requires discipline,
kindness, timeliness and
compassion.

“The Tokudo process ap-
plies these principles to cre-
ate an artificially stressful
environment that reflects
the discipline and historical

significance of the Jodo
Shinshu founder, Shinran
Shonin.”

Among the 13 interna-
tional aspirants were a phy-
sician, scholars and entre-
preneurs from all over the
country and 24 Japanese as-
pirants, many who came
from temple families.

Rod was the oldest among
them. On ordination day, he
turned 80.

When his good friend,
Dexter Mar, lost his wife on
Oct. 3, 2024, Dexter asked
Rod to join him on the Toku-
do journey. Several years
before, Dexter was influen-
tial in convincing Rod to
participate in the Lay Assis-
tant program.

“With my wife’s encour-
agement, I accepted, without
realizing how demanding
the journey would be,” he
said. “For a year, I learned
more about Shinran Shonin
and Jodo Shinshu than ever
before, gaining a profound
respect for the ministers
who nurture spiritual growth
in our communities.”

Raymond Takiue Jr., Dex-
ter Mar and Rod practiced
daily individually and twice
a week with Rev. David Fuji-
moto at Mo’ili’ili Hongwanji.
The path they began a year
ago and ended with 11 days
in relative isolation, tested
their endurance, discipline
and teamwork.

And it created an un-

breakable
them.

“I cannot adequately ex-
press my gratitude to my
teammates, my instructors
and all who supported us
through this process,” he
said. “It was truly a journey
of a lifetime.”

bond among

Raymond Takiue Jr.

hen RadioShack filed

for bankruptcy in
2015, Raymond Takiue ]Jr.
had managed one of its local
stores for a decade.

Around that time, as the
electronics retailer closed its
doors, Raymond’s Tokudo
journey began.

A native of Kona and the
youngest of the three Hawai’i
Tokudo aspirants, he also
majored in computer sci-
ence in college and later
switched to marketing.

At M6ili’ili Hongwanji, he
served as president from
2018-2021 and with his back-
ground in computers, Ray-
mond handled the temple’s
IT needs for years, not only
during Sunday services but
also before Covid, he started
transposing all the readings,
sutras and gathas to Power-
Point slides.

When the quarantine hit,
Moili'ili was ready to switch
from in-person services to
Zoom without much difficul-
ty.

“When my store closed,
Headquarters  announced
there was an overseas Toku-
do session that a group of
people were studying for,”
he said. “Our class included
Kerry Kiyohara, Barbara
Brennan, Charlene Kihara
and the late Sherman
Thompson.

“We started studying to-
gether for a year and a half
at Hawai’i Betsuin because
the majority of trainees were
from Betsuin.”

Aspirants were told that
memorizing the Shoshinge

would probably take up most
of their time, so they were
welcome to practice with
Rev. Yuika Hasebe each
morning at 8 in the Betsuin
temple as well as study the
liturgy with Rev. Tatsuo Mu-
neto.

Temporarily jobless, Ray-
mond started studying in-
tensely until the City and
County of Honolulu hired
him as a police radio dis-
patcher trainee. Tokudo
training came to a halt.

As a new employee on
probation with limited ac-
crued time off, he stopped
his Tokudo studies, only to
soon realize that the dis-
patcher job wasn’t for him.

But with his background
in IT and managerial experi-
ence, it wasn’'t long before
he landed a job as a service
director at O'ahu Mortuary.

“T asked them, ‘What's
the job description?” and
they said it required setting
up for a (funeral) service,
handling the audio/visual
and occasionally, emcee
when necessary and I
thought, I do that for temple
every week,” he said. “I
would be getting paid for it?
Sure!”

Despite his having had
more months of training
than Dexter and Rod — even
though briefly interrupted
— it was Raymond who ad-
mired his colleagues’ “sheer
grit” during Tokudo training.

“After Rod completed his
kadai (individual) testing on
chanting  Shoshinge and
wasans, he volunteered to
lead a Japanese-style funeral
service and one of the argu-
ably, newest ceremony for
us in Hawai’i and for the BCA
candidates,” Raymond said.

“Andin anotherinstance,
we used Faye Mar’s name
for the aspirations in the
funeral service that we con-
ducted on the one-year an-
niversary of her passing.

“Since it was done in
English, I'm not sure how
many of the Japanese candi-
dates understood its signifi-
cance, but it was one of the
moments that choked me
up'”

The day before the cere-
mony, one of the Japanese
han, or groups, gathered in
the cafeteria to congratulate
each other for making it
through the training and
despite his limited Japa-
nese, Raymond joined them.

“The camaraderie and
fellowship of the practicing
and our studies over the
past 11 days was memora-
ble,” he said.

For the final ceremony,

several rehearsals were
held. Instructed to sit in al-
phabetical order, with

“Takiue” last in line, he
wondered where the in-
structors and audience
would be, realizing that the
last person in line would be
most noticed and visible.
“Fortunately we made it
through with no major
hitches,” Raymond said. “It
seemed so surreal that we
had completed it.”
—Gail S. Tagashira

— , L]
Lana’i
Continued from Page 1

at the Lana‘i City Cemetery
— was purchased.

With the outbreak of
World War II, the temple
was closed and turned over
to the United Union Church.
Rev. Tadao Kouchi, Lana‘i’s
resident minister in the
1940s, was among the first
community leaders to be in-
carcerated.

After his release, his ap-
peals to the Lana‘i Company

to return the building were
denied. Instead, the Japa-
nese community was “gifted”
the present building at the
edge of the city — a structure
that has undergone many
renovations over the years.

Since 1987, when Rev.
Keiseki Yamasato retired,
Lana‘i Hongwanji has been
without a resident minister.
Even so, plans to sustain the
temple have continued.

In March 2002, ownership
of the building was officially
transferred from the Lana‘i
Company to Lana‘i Hong-
wanji Mission. A sign was

installed, and long-needed
upgrades and improvements
to the aging interior began.

In 2023, with the centen-
nial coming up in two years,
the small sangha replaced
the roof and repaired the
foundation.

Today, services are held
every other month on Satur-
days, conducted by ministers
from the Maui Hongwanji
Ministers Association.

“We are grateful that we
continue to hold Dharma
services,” said current Presi-
dent Christopher Richard-
son. “For years, we have

been fortunate to host in-
spiring and diverse speakers
at our temple, thanks to the
continued support of the
Maui Hongwanji Council,
the Maui Hongwanji Minis-
ters Association and Honpa
Hongwanji  Mission  of
Hawai‘i.”

November’s centennial
service not only recognized
the temple’s extraordinary
history and the events that
shaped it, but also the resil-
iency of its members.

“There is no way to fully
express our appreciation for
their dedication,” Bishop

Umitani said, addressing
those gathered for the occa-
sion.

The day, he added, was
not only about marking 100
years, “but about recogniz-
ing a living tradition that
continues to touch hearts
and transform lives across
generations and cultures.

“Let us reaffirm our com-
mitment to creating a wel-
coming and inclusive com-
munity where people of all
backgrounds can come to-
gether to learn, grow and be
embraced by Amida’s Com-
passion.”
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Preservationists Urgently Needed to Save 50 Years of Dharma

hile White Way
Radio continues
its weekly broad-

casts, a quieter and more
time-consuming effort is
underway at M0o’ili’ili Hong-
wanji: the digitization of
more than 1,400 taped pro-
grams recorded between
1984 and 2010.

Discovered on the sec-
ond-floor Sound Room, the
tapes represent an irre-
placeable collection of
Dharma talks, historical
milestones and community
history. To convert them
into digital files continues
to be time-consuming work.

“It has to be done in ‘real
time’ and each tape is close
to 14 minutes long,” said
temple board member and
historian Donna Higashi.

Each downloaded file
needs to be reformatted us-
ing a converter donated by

Courtesy of Donna Higashi

Thousands of tape recordings from White Way Radio programs

need to be preserved by converting them to digital files.

Ann and Clyde Kabasawa
and so far, only four years
of tapes — from 2004 to 2007
— have been completed.
Since White Way Radio
began in 1975, one might

ask why start in 2004?

“I was afraid to start on
the oldest which had not
been handled for nearly 40
years and maybe we need
professional help to process

them,” Ms. Higashi said.

“I didn’t want to start
backwards at 2010, so I de-
cided to take the ‘middle
path’ since all the tapes are
stacked neatly on seven
shelves.

“Besides, that’s how high
I could reach without stand-
ing on a ladder or stool.”

In order to digitize the
tapes, fresh batteries, us-
able flash drives and a
computer are required in
order to work the small
converter.

“Imagine my frustration
when the green recording
light failed or the flash
drive needed to be refor-
matted,” she said. “I quit
several times but was en-
couraged by (then) Rev.
Toshiyuki Umitani who at-
tended the initial training
with me.”

Among significant high-

lights from those years of
tapes were programs on Pa-
cific Buddhist Academy
opening its doors to ninth
graders in 2003, Rev. Shig-
enori Makino on Project
Dana’s 15th anniversary
and the 50th anniversary of
the Jr. YBA in 2007 includ-
ing establishment of the
first Peace Day in Hawai'i.

Temple leaders say the
collection represents a sig-
nificant historical record of
Jodo Shinshu in Hawai'i.
Both the White Way Radio
Committee and the M&’ili"ili
Hongwanji board are now
considering plans to com-
pile and store the collection
with an academic library to
ensure its long-term preser-
vation.

Anyone interested in
helping digitize the collec-
tion should contact M6’ili’ili
Hongwanji or Ms. Higashi.

50 Years

Continued from Page 1

Of course, this program
has been and always will be,
more than just a voice on the
radio. It is the work of many
hands and many hearts.

I want to express my deep-
est gratitude to all the speak-
ers — ministers, from here in
Hawai’i to the continent and
Japan. Both veteran speakers
and even to the new speakers
and the lay people and youth
who have shared their wis-
dom and stories with us —
your words have inspired,
comforted and challenged us
to grow.

To our sponsors and the
many volunteers working
quietly behind the scenes,
your generosity and dedica-
tion have made it possible to
keep the Dharma flowing
across the airwaves for all
these years.

Thank you for nourishing
this sangha and giving your
time and support so selfless-
ly.

The 2025 Honpa Hong-
wanji Mission of Hawai'i
theme is “Nurturing Nembut-
su: Cultivating Awareness.”
This simple, yet profound

message calls for us to deepen
our spiritual practice through
Namo Amida Butsu to nurture
gratitude, self-awareness and
compassion for all beings.

The Nembutsu — saying
and hearing “Namo Amida
Butsu” — is a practice of grati-
tude, of remembrance and of
community.

We nurture one another
by listening, by encouraging
and by sharing in both joy
and sorrow.

When we recite the Nem-
butsu, we are not just ex-
pressing individual faith; we
are connecting across time
and space with all who have
come before us and all who
will follow.

As I think about this radio
program and them, I am re-
minded of a passage from the
“Juiseige” that is especially
meaningful to this moment:

“I will open the Dharma
storehouse for the multitudes
and endow them all with the
treasures of merit.

“Being always among the
multitudes, I will proclaim the
Dharma with the lion’s roar.”

This is a profound image:
The Dharma as a treasure
storehouse, open to all, its
riches freely given with com-
passion and courage.

Our role is not just to re-

ceive these treasures, but to
share and nurture them — to
proclaim the Dharma not
with hesitation, but with the
lion’s fearless roar.

With the advances of tech-
nology, this treasure store-
house is open 24-7 just like a
7-11 as now, you can replay
Hongwanji website.

Through the decades, this
radio program has tried to do
just that.

When you think about it,
sometimes, perhaps it may
not be today, but many times,
the Dharma arrives as a gentle
whisper in a moment of grief
or uncertainty; sometimes,
it's a joyous shout, celebrat-
ing a new life or a hard-won
reconciliation.

I think of listeners who
have written in to say that
hearing the Nembutsu on the
radio brought them comfort
in the darkest nights, or who
have shared how a particular
story or teaching helped them
find peace or direction when
times were hard.

These moments — these
connections — are the real
treasures of merit that the
Buddha speaks of. They are
precious beyond words.

As we celebrate 50 years, I
think of all the journeys we

have taken together. I picture
children, parents, grandpar-
ents and friends listening
from every corner of Hawai’i
and beyond, voices joining in
Namo Amida Butsu — each
voice unique, but all united in
gratitude and hope.

This sense of community,
of being “always among the
multitudes,” is the founda-
tion of our sangha, both on-
air and in spirit.

The Dharma is alive in
our actions of kindness, in
our words of encouragement,
and in each time, we choose
compassion over anger.

None of this would be
possible without those who
came before us: dedicated
ministers, devoted lay, dili-
gent volunteers and steadfast
listeners.

Their legacy is our kule-
ana, our inheritance and our
responsibility.

That is the power of the
lion’s roar — even when it’s
gentle, it resonates deeply.

Looking to the future, I
am excited to continue this
journey with all of you as we
continue to nurture and sup-
port each other, “Living the
Nembutsu” with warmth and
sincerity.

Let’'s encourage one an-
other to listen, to reflect and

to share so that the store-
house of the Dharma remains
open and abundant for gen-
erations yet to come.

May we never hesitate to
speak the Dharma, to live it
joyfully and to extend its light
to all.

As I close this final broad-
cast of 2025 and our 50th an-
niversary year, my heart is
full of gratitude for you, our
loyal listeners; for our speak-
ers who give so generously;
for our sponsors whose sup-
port has been unwavering,
and for everyone who has
cared for this program over
the decades.

May the boundless light of
Amida Buddha guide and
embrace you.

May the Nembutsu bring
you peace and strength.

And may we all, with
courage and humility, con-
tinue to open the Dharma
storehouse for all beings,
proclaiming its truth and
compassion with the lion’s
roar.

With deepest thanks and
warmest Aloha, I dedicate
this broadcast to our sangha
— past, present and future.

Thank you for your sup-
port and I look forward to
your continual support in the
new year.

White Way

Continued from Page 1

next eight years at Lihu‘e
Hongwanji where he served
as its resident minister as
well as the overseeing minis-
ter for Kapa’a Hongwanji.

At Mo’ili‘ili, temple mem-
bers took up the mantle to
serve as announcers, pro-
duction coordinators and
technicians particularly the
late Toshimasa Tando, a
dedicated member who
spent 40 years piecing to-
gether polished programs.

He often spent hours on
the 15-minute program — lis-
tening to the “message,”
then editing or splicing tape
if he heard a mistake.

“First, he would listen to
the entire pre-taped minis-
ter’s talk, then he joined the
announcer’s introduction to
it and the end, he often
stopped to retake the speech
if any error occurred,” re-
called Donna  Higashi,
Mo’ili’ili Hongwanji board
member and archivist.

“Then he listened to the
entire tape after it was com-
pleted. It made for a long
night.”

During those early years,
Dr. David Chappell and Dr.
Alfred Bloom from Universi-

In the 1980s, White Way Radio volunteers relaxed at a dinner.
Front, from left: Donna Higashi, Ethel Shintaku, Nancy Shiraki
and Toshimasa Tando; middle row, left: Delma Kiyomoto,
Sharen Uyeunten, Noriyo Morikubo and Rev. Shigenori Makino,
back row, Ken Okimoto, Kevin Kawamoto and Wally Oda.

ty of Hawai'i Manoa served
as advisors to White Way
Radio and at the time, the
production process took
place in Honpa Hongwanji
Hawai’i Betsuin’s recording
studio alongside the Betsuin
Annex.

At first, programs were
recorded using reel-to-reel
tapes, both the 4-inch and
7-inch sizes; followed by
8-track cassettes, then mini-
cassettes, CDs and today,
they can be digitally trans-
mitted by computers using
MP3 files.

In past years, a volunteer

hand-delivered the record-
ing to the now-defunct
KOHO radio station on 12th
Avenue in Kaimuki, where
Kaimuki Bowl was once lo-
cated.

Today, 50 years later, ad-
vances in technology allows
Richard Oka, White Way Ra-
dio’s current technician and
MHM office assistant, to
transmit complete programs
from his desk to the KZOO
Radio (AM-1210) studio, two
blocks away on the second
floor of the Japanese Cultur-
al Center of Hawaii (JCCH)
on Beretania Street.

Since 2012, each weekly
program has been posted to
Mo’ili‘ili Hongwanji's web-
site, allowing anyone, any-
where, anytime to listen to
Dharma messages on de-
mand. Which is a good thing
because KZOO’s signal is
limited to O’ahu radios.

Listeners without com-
puter access or neighbor is-
landers who want to hear the
programs live on Saturday
mornings at 7:45, can do so
by downloading the KZOO
mobile app to their cell
phones, the same way neigh-
bor island ministers like
Rimban Kazunori Takahashi
in Hilo and Rev. Tomo Hojo
in West Kaua’i do today.

These days, a White Way
Broadcast Team is led by
Nancy Shimamoto and con-
sists of emcees including
Noriyo Morikubo, Lynn Na-
kata, Raymond Takiue ]Jr.,
Cynthia Ogasawara and Mrs.
Shimamoto, who coordi-
nates the message with tem-
ple program chair Lily Ma-
suda.

Each emcee prepares an
opening and closing script
following a standard format,
records his or her part, then
forwards it to office manager
Emma Kie and assistant
Richard Oka.

After 50 years, the suc-
cess and popularity of White

Way Radio is obvious on two
levels:

First, organizationally:
For all of 2026, assignments
for every program — from
speakers and announcers to
volunteers — have all been
decided, assigned, sched-
Hongwanji resident minister
Rev. David Fujimoto con-
tacted and confirmed each
speaker for the rest of the

year.
And second, every show’s
sponsor, individuals who

have pledged a donation of
$75 per program, is set for
the rest of the year.

Asked about the legacy of
his success, Rev. Okano de-
clined to take credit.

“In a way, I am one who
was there was it started, but
I'm not the only one who
kept it going,” he said.

The countless numbers
of dedicated temple mem-
bers who worked every week
to keep programs on the air
and the generous sponsors
who donated for the past
half century points to White
Way Radio’s success, Rev.
Tatsuo Muneto said.

“It will remain as one of
the most important, vital
and necessary propagation
programs for decades be-
cause it reaches English
speakers.”
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TEMPLE NEWS & NOTES

What'’s Old
Is New Again

With membership still slowly
on the decline, a few temples
have adapted longstanding
practices while making innova-
tive changes, the goal being to
keep current members engaged
while reaching out to new, pro-
spective members.

At Makawao Hongwanji,
the traditional Infant Presen-
tation Ceremony (Shosan Shi-
ki #]J21) for seven-month-
old Hope Akiko Fukushima,
was held hours before the
temple’s Obon.

The daughter of Clinton
and Serena Fukushima, baby
Hope received her first onenju
and a red child’s-sized monto
shikisho from Reverend Kerry
Kiyohara during the June
ceremony after she was for-
mally presented to the sang-
ha.

The ceremony represents
the Fukushima family’s com-
mitment to raising their
daughter within the Jodo
Shinshu tradition and nurtur-
ing her understanding of the
Dharma.

Sangha members enthusi-
astically accepted Hope and
expressed their support as
she grows up in Amida’s em-
brace.

O

As with many temples,
leaders at Honomii Hong-
wanji often speak about
reaching prospective mem-
bers beyond their immediate
community — but how to best
do so remains an open ques-
tion.

Honomiu already partici-
pates with their neighboring
temples, including those de-
nominations outside Jodo
Shinshu, by attending and
contributing to nearby com-
munity events.

Last summer, when mem-
bers of the Ouye family ap-
proached the small Big Island
temple on the Hamakua Coast
with the idea of holding a
family reunion in Honomd,
temple leaders welcomed the
opportunity to host relatives
of a respected former mem-
ber.

Ten years after the pass-
ing of patriarch Waichi Ouye,
some 30 his descendants from
across the mainland United
States and Hawai'i gathered
to reconnect and learn about
their family’s roots.

Following a morning ser-
vice officiated by Rev. Blayne
Nakasone Sakata, the group
toured the grounds, peppered
their guides with questions
about their family home, its

Courtesy of Jean Heselden

Rev. Kerry Kiyohara, left, officiated at the Infant Presentation
Ceremony of seven-month old Hope Akiko Fukushima, with
her parents, Serena and Clinton Fukushima at Makawao

Hongwaniji.

Courtesy of Elin Ouye

After a service conducted by Rev. Blayne Nakasone Sakata,
members of the Ouye family gathered to meet former Honomu
president Tracy Tsuha, left, at a family reunion.

history, the Japanese lan-
guage school on the “Stairs to
Nowhere,” the long-gone
sugarcane fields, the Boy
Scout troop and the Fujinkai.

Waichi and Jane Ouye’s
six surviving children — Ran-
dy, Gale, Neal, Eva, Elin and
Donn — lead their descen-
dants on a tour of Wailea’s
Buddhist Bed and Breakfast,
operated by the Ouyes’ long-
time friend, Akiko Masuda,
before paying their respects
at the family plot in Alae
Cemetery on their way back
to Hilo.

Waichi and Jane Ouye
were longtime members of
both Honomu Hongwanji and
Hakalau Jodo Mission, serv-
ing on the boards of both
temples.

Waichi also served as
president at Honomu and at
various times, was vice presi-
dent, treasurer, secretary and
auditor at Hakalau.

Since their time at
Honomii was brief, visiting
family members expressed a
strong interest in returning to
learn more and continue
their connection with the
temple.

O

At Puna Hongwanji —
where elaborate fund-raising
events often last for hours

and require detailed advance
planning — a short, kid-
friendly, hour-long gathering
drew an enthusiastic group of
young people, some of whom
had never visited the temple
before.

“Anime Karaoke & Co-
splay Hour,” held the day af-
ter Halloween, was a free, fun
afternoon in the Social Hall.

Children, teens and young
adults were invited to dress as
their favorite manga or anime
characters, submit favorite
songs in advance — either as
MP3 files or YouTube links —
and then sing, act or dance in
character.

Parents and other observ-
ers were welcome to watch
and join in, while costumed
keiki remained in character,
exchanging Halloween treats
and dress-up tips.

Although the emphasis
was on anime and manga,
characters from other genres
— including cartoons, video
games and movies — were
also welcome, as long as cos-
tumes remained in good taste
and non-threatening.

Cosplay, or “costume
play,” is a multi-million-dol-
lar industry and a popular
feature at anime conventions
worldwide.

Marching in Unity

Courtesy of Ernest Carvalho

Honpa Hongwanji members, ministers and friends from throughout O'ahu gathered at Magic
Island in Ala Moana Park at the start of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day Parade through Waikiki
on Jan. 19. Hundreds of marchers took part in the annual event which ended at Kapi'olani Park.

Courtesy of Jenn Kurohara

Cosplay participants pose in character at Puna Hongwaniji's
“Anime Karaoke & Cosplay Hour,"” portraying figures from
anime, manga and popular franchises including “Death Note”

and Pokémon.

Courtesy of Hawaii News Now

Elite runner, Hawai'i Island resident and a familiar face at
Puna Hongwaniji, Caitlin Tateishi finished in first place among
kama'aina women in December's Honolulu Marathon.

HHMH Runners
Unfazed by Rain

Years from now, the 2025
Honolulu Marathon  will
probably be remembered for
the non-stop rains and gusty
winds from start to finish that
challenged more than 36,000
runners.

But marathoners with
Honpa Hongwanji Mission of
Hawai'i weren’t bothered in
the least and finished with
pretty impressive perfor-
mances.

Caitlin Tateishi, a mara-
thon veteran and native of
Hilo, finished in first place
among kama’aina female
runners with a time of 3:09:1.

The daughter, grand-
daughter and niece of Puna
Hongwanji members, Caitlin
recently returned to live in
Hilo after years residing in
Washington, D.C. where she
worked as a legal analyst at
the Howard Hughes Medical
Institute.

In 2016, she won the Balti-
more Marathon and in 2018,
took part in the U.S. Olympic
trials.

She plans to organize a
keiki run for Puna Hongwan-
ji’s 2026 Children’s Day.

Ministers from two
Hawai’i temples also turned
in solid finishes.

Waipahu Hongwanji resi-
dent minister Rev. Jeffrey
Soga bettered his 2024 time
by 14 minutes, coming in
16,260th place from among
22,770 runners. His time was
7:03:52.

Not far behind, Puna Hon-
gwanji’s Rev. Satoshi
Ka’imipono Tomioka finished
with an official time of 7
hours, 13 minutes and 9 sec-
onds, finishing in 16,836th
place.

Through donations, his
run raised funds for Puna’s
125th anniversary celebra-
tion, scheduled in October.

It was the third marathon
for both ministers.

Considered the fourth
largest marathon in the
world, the 53rd annual Hono-
lulu Marathon registered a
record 43,000 runners with
more than 36,700 actually tak-
ing part in the rain-soaked
event.

Stepping Up to

Feed the Needy

With the federal food subsidy
program suspended, Hawai’i’s
food banks are facing low sup-
plies and more clients request-
ing help. Honpa Hongwanji
temples across the state recog-
nized the need and have pitched
in a variety of ways:

Honpa Hongwanyji

Hawai’i Betsuin set up a
“food pantry” borrowing an
unused cabinet from Bud-
dhist Women’s Association
and stocking it with non-per-
ishables purchased from its
2025 Sudhana Fellowship
Fund and Betsuin’s food ac-
count.

Set up along a hallway
behind the Social Hall, the
cabinet was set up to allow
anonymity and privacy for
anyone needing staples.

It is unlocked after ser-
vice until refreshments wind
down but requests for food
and help are being accepted
in the Betsuin Office through
Rimban Yuika Hasebe.

Honpa Hongwanji Hilo
Betsuin continues its collec-
tion of non-perishable items
for the Hawai'i Food Basket
on a daily basis, gathering
donations which can be
dropped off anytime in the
temple office.

Wahiawa Hongwanji
partnered with Wahiawa
Health & Wellness Associa-
tion and Wahiawa Fresh to
give back to the community
using a one-time federal
grant.

For five months in 2025,
the three groups handled 70
boxes of fresh food each
week, working through
O’ahu Fresh, the subscrip-
tion-based service dedicated
to helping local farmers and
producers distribute eggs,
vegetables and fruit.

The project was so suc-
cessful that in 2026, plans are
to continue related events
including seminars and
events in the temple Social
Hall.

Puna Hongwanji piggy-
backed a food drive and the
HI-5 Recycling Day onto its
Martin Luther King, Jr. ser-
vice on Jan. 18, gathering
food and monetary donations
for the Food Basket, Inc.

All recyclable items col-
lected by the temple through-
out the year funds an Appre-
ciation Party for volunteers
and donors who have helped
all year long.

Jikoen Hongwanji’s sang-
ha members have joined
Lumbini Preschool’s project
to gather items for the
Hawai'i Food Bank and start-
ed a collection of offertory
change to go toward World
Central Kitchen and Doctors
Without Borders.

And the HHMH Commit-
tee on Social Concerns sent
emergency donations of
$2,000 each to the Hawai’i
Foodbank, Maui Food Bank,
Kauai Independent Food
Bank, Hawai'i Foodbank
Kauai and the Food Basket on
Hawai'i Island.



